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CHAP. I. 




" Qiial, nell 'ore piu frefche e mattutine 




« De) primo nafcer fuo, veggiam* Paurora.'* 




Tasso. 



15 ENEDICTA was once as innocent, as 
unperverted as yourfelf. Like you, flie 
looked down from the elevation of confci- 
ous reflitude, with the fuperiof companion 
of an angel, on that guilt, in which (he 
thought it impoffible (he (hould ever par- 
ticipate. Oh fatal and prefumptuous fecu- 
rity ! blind and infatuated principle, which 

vol. ii. b Reduced 
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feduced the angels from their thrones of 
light, from all the glories of encircling bea- 
titude, and funk them to fietods of hell ! 
Where is the innocent foul that, being 
ihewn the gulph of vice, would volunta- 
rily plunge into us dread abyfs ? This bale- 
ful felf-delufion conceals the perilous preci- 
pice with overshadowing rofes — this raoft 
fuccefsful engine of the evil principle 
which wages eternal warfare with the virtue 
of the human race ! 

At In the eventful ftory of Benedi&a* in her 
horrid crimesi and their dreadful retribu- 
tion, behold its progrefs and its punifh- 
meAt J 

44 Rofalia Clem^ntinj was one of the 
younger children of the illuftrious Houfe of 
—— But hark ! the bell rings for vefpers ; 
fdbe of the Nuns, in affembling, will pafs 
this way. We mufl not be feen together/* 

She arofe haftily as jhe fpokc 

« May 
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ACCUSING SPIRIT. 3 

* c May we not meet again t" 

* € Poffibly ; but if circumftances fliould 
not be favourable, I will leave the packet in 
the coffer which ftands in the corner of your 
chamber. It contains the habit worn by 
Benedi&a; beneath it are fome papers 
which bear a reference to her ftory. Thefe 
I alio counfel you to take from hence. 
Adieu !" continued the Nun, haftily 
embracing her ; " may you be happy !— 
That lies in the breaft of Fate; but Oh! 
remember that to be innocent reds always 
in your own." 

The Nun departed, as fhe fpoke, with 
the light graceful ftep of an aerial being. 
Eglantine felt her foul impreffed with fo- 
lemn awe; (he funk on her knees befide 
the tomb in the long wet graft. 

* Father of Spirits !'* ihe fervently eja- 
culated, « Oh let thy guardian taercies fliield 
tne from the contagion of fin ; or, while I 
b a ant 
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4 ACCUSING SPIRIT. 

am yet innocent, let the earth receive me 
to its protecting bofom !" 

She followed the procefEon, which fooa 
entered the chapel, where the voice of 
>Bertha arofe in ftrains of holy melody, more 
than ufually fublime and angelic, 

" Surely," faid Eglantine, " the inter- 
vening fkies cannot long feparate this fitter 
ipirit from her kindred angels .!" 

At night, when fhe retired to her cell, (he 
found the fealed packet in the coffer to 
which Bertha had dirfc&ed her. It was fu- 
perfcribed— " To the Count D'Albane." 
It was large, and feemed to contain much 
writing. She then fought for the other 
papers ; — they were chiefly old letters, of 
which the paper was in many places fo 
worn as to render them illegible. The firft 
that caught Eglantine's eye, contained thefe 
words — the original was written in Italian. 

BILLET 
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BILLET I. 



c< Braviffimo Signora Paulina ! you per- 
formed your part to a miracle — no theatric* 
Princefs ever excelled you! Infatuated 
wretches, to bury fuch talents in a Convent ! 
What does not the world- owe to the man 
who, by working a miracle, reftored yoa 
from the dead to the living ?* 

** Lovely, feducive enchantrefs ! how (hall 
I greet you ? Alcina,— Armida, — imitate the 
verfatility of -Ariofto's heroine, but be- 
ware the fate of Taflb's ; beware left this 
young Rinaldo, whilft you heedlefsly exer^ 
cife on him your power of irrefiftible fafci- - 
nation, entangle you in mutual fetters !' 

" Poor ftricken deer ! he haunts me like 
my fhadow ; he conjures me, by the frater- 
nal obligation which, unites us, to introduce 
him this night to your Caffino. — Naturalifts 
tell us that mice and birds run voluntarily 
b 3 into 
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into the maws of rattlefnakes. — I have 
made many difficulties to enhance the merit 
of compliance : I have hufinefs of the laft 
confequence, but every motive yields to the 
ardour of his inftances. — Expect us there* 
fore at twelve.*' 



This billet gave Eglantine, inexperienced 
as (he was, a clear idea of Benedi&a's guilt ; — 
fhe had broken her monaftic vow ; (he had 
funk to- the depth of depravity, for (he had 
confpired with (harpers and deceivers to- 
allure affe&ion in the bafe intention o£ be- 
traying it. 

Whilft (he meditated on this fiibjeft, one 
of the letters dropped on the floor. As (he 
ftooped to take it up, the writing ftruck her 
with extreme aftonifhment and trepidation, 
for it appeared to be that of the deceafed 
Marquis. Trembling and agitated, (he fan- 
cied herfelf on the fcve of developing the 

myftery 
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ACCUSING SPIRIT. J 

myflfcry (he fo ardently wiflied to penetrate. 
The letter contained thefe words. 



THE LETTER. 



•* Yes, I will perfift in difobeying you— 
I will continue to perfecute you with my 
letters, reproach me as you pieafe. I too- 
have reafon tQ upbraid. When- J refigned 
my, foul, with incautious confidence, to the 
influence of the paflion with which you 
have enllaved it, I read in your eyes the 
aufpicious aflurances of a correfpondiog af- 
fection. Fatal enchantrefs ! do you finile 
but to betray, or is it thus you look on 
all men ? I could poniard the rival whom 
r fliould fee you blefs with one of thofe 
bewitching fmiles \ 

u Paulina, you have purpofely deceived 
me— I am not an idiot, nor are you a no- 
vice. Your conqueft was meditated. When 
B4 I imagined- 
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8 ACCUSING SprRIT. 

I imagined 1^ perceived in your artful al- 
lurements the foft blandifliments of a reci- 
procal paffion, I bowed my foul in willing 
thraldom to the fweet dominion ; but how 
when I find my peace has been the vidtim 
of your vanity Tyrant beware ! drivd me 
not to defperation ! You have trifled with 
my tranquillity— I infift on atonement — I 
will be heard ! 

" Speak not of my brother : his elder- 
fhip confers no right to controul my ani- 
ons ; his interference can anfwer no purpofe 
but that of embroiling us in irreconcileable 
differ, (ion. 

<c I repeat it, I will be heard ! to-morrow 
I will be at the Caflino ! — meet me there at 
your peril 1 

cc THE COUNT D'ALBANE." 



From the contents of this letter, which 
was written with fo much paflion, and with 

fo 
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fo little tendernefs or refped, it was evident 
the writer, notwithftanding the imagined 
fimilitude of the chara&er, could not be the 
Marquis. This was not only proved by the 
difference of name ; — this D'Albane had an 
elder brother, who had confpired with 
(harpers to delude his inexperience, and* 
etifnare his innocence* . 

Eglantine looked over feveral other let- 
ters, from the contents of which (he per- 
ceived that Paulina had afterwards either 
felt or feigned an extravagant paflion for the 
young D'AIbane > but they all confpired to , 
difcountenance the idea that thefe papers 
would bean any reference to the fate, of the 
murdered Marquis, 

Eglantine made the papers into a parcel,' 
and determined to deliver them into the' 
hands of Father Francis immediately on- 
her return to Berezule. 



b $ CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 



«« Mow HopcVfoft for flume trembling on her love." 

Miss Seward, 



JL HE Baron came on the following day, 
according to appointment, and was received 
with unfeigned joy by Eglantine and 
Ifabelle, and with diflembled courtefy by 
the Abbefs, who was well pleafed to be 
decently rid of her charge, and alfo highly 
gratified by the handfome prefents with 
which the Baron regaled her : for, ftrange 
as the infatuation may appear, the paffiori 
3 of 
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oTavarice ncverdomineers with fuch extra- 
vagant afcendency as where riches can af- 
ford no gratification to the feelings of their 
proprietor, except what refirhs from the 
confcioufhefs of their poffeffion. Yet fuch 
beings, £nd many fuch there are, laugh air 
the fantaftic tricks of the daw and pie, who 
ileal gems for the purpofe of concealing 
them in nooks and crannies. 

Eglantine, though (he quitted the Cgn- 
vent with joy, threw back a look of regret 
to the walls which enclofcd the fainted 
Bertha ; whilft IfaBeHe was half Jrantic 
with delight at having efcaped from* that - 
fad repofitory of- living fkeletons, to which 
flic feemed to feel an inftinftivc antipathy : * 
for irreconcileable as the idea may appear 
with the deductions of reafon,-* there are 
authors who maintain that a myfterioua 
prefcience of future* calamity often power- 
felly imprefles the human fouL 

The Lady Geneviora received Eglantine 
b 6* witi* 
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12 ACCUSING SPIRIT. 

with much folcmnity. The late (hocking 
event had confiderably weakened her fpirits, 
and impaired her health ; and the awful 
magnificence of the funeral ceremonies had 
greatly contributed to throw & deeper (hade 
of gloom over the natural fuperftitious 
bigotry of her fpirit. 

The young Marquis wrote often to the 
Baron ; but his letters almoft entirely 
related to his refearches for the difcovery of 
his brother's murderers, and the immenfe 
Aims he had offered for their apprehenfion — 
refearches hopelefsly fruitlefs; the bloody 
tranfa&ion remain wrapped in the fame 
impervious myftcry ! . 

Two months elapfed : — the Baron fancied 
the Marquis had-facrificed fufficiently to 
fraternal affe&ion, and that it was time 
to difcontinue his melancholy ftyle of 
writing, and turn his attention to objefts 
of a brighter colour. But Eglantine was 
of a different opinion, and perceived in his 

refer ve. 
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referve, delicacy to herfelf, and refpeft to 
the memory of his deceafed brother. 

Ifabelle received letters from her lover r 
perfectly fatfsfa&ory to her own feelings* 
and foothing alfo to thofe of Eglantine, as 
they conveyed hints of the unabated attach* 
ment of the Marquis. 

On her return to Berezule, Eglantine had 
repeated to her good Cpnfeffor the convex 
fetion fhe had overheard between Ignatius 
and the deceafed Marquis, and her own 
conje&ure that the former might poffiWy 
be able to throw fome light on the (hock- 
ing cataftrophe of the latter. She had alfo 
committed to his care the packet with 
which fhe had been charged by Bertha, 
with the papers {he had brought from the. 
Convent ; and related the few incoherent 
circumftances (he .had - learned refpe&ing 
the dory of their unfortunate poffeflbr. 

The Monk liftened attentively - 9 he took 

the 
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tbc packet, which he faid he hoped to 
have delivered according to its addrefi, 
by means of a friend who inhabited a 
Convent in Florence. Meantime he pro- 
mifed.to queftion Ignatius, and enjoined 
Eglantine's ftri6t fecrecy in refped to this 
tranfa&ion. 

The terrible fenfations with which the 
murder of the Marquis imprefied the mind* 
of Eglantine, gave' place, by degrees, to- 
more tranquil feelings, for fhe hUd been more 
horror-ftruck than afflidfced . V and though (he : 
lamented the manner of its difiblution, (he 
eould not refledfc without joy on her being; 
freed from a connexion fo utterly repugnant 
to her feelings. She was Toothed with the 
remembrance that (he bad fulfilled her duty 
with (crapulous exaftnefs ; (he relied with 
implicit confidence on the conftancy of 
De Courcy ; and bright vifions of future 
happinefe unfolded to her imagination* 



6HAP. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ACCVSING SPIRIT. *£ 



CHAP. III. 



" A, thoufand thoughts 
•* Begin to throng into my memory-, 
" Of calling Jhapes, and beckoning (hadows clirei 
«' And airy tongues that fyllablc- men's names 
*« On lands, andfluuca, and defcrt wilderneffes ! M 

Milton* 



ONE evening, ft was in the month of. 
December, the Baron and the Lady Gcne- 
viora had retired early to reft, and Eglantine 
alfo fought her apartment ; but, feeling no 
inclination to fleep, (he defired Marian, one 
of her attendants* to bring her a book 
from the library, which was at the further 
end of a long corridor;. 

" The 
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« The library, Mademoifelle," faid the 
girl, hefitating in confufion, <c it is fuch a 
diftance from hence !" 
« How— a diftance!" 
cc Not any great diftance, to be fure, if 
it were daylight ;. but the wind ruflhes 
through the great trees, and the long cafe- 
ments fo rattle, — and it is fo dark !" 

" Well, I do not with you to go with- 
out light/' 

" If you will defire Mademoifelle Ifabelle 
to go with me,"' 

* Why, furely," returned" Eglantine,, 
fmiling, c< you are not afraid of ghofts ?" 

" Ghofts, Mademoifelle !" faid Marian, 
turning pale, Ifabelle darted, at her an, 
impreflive look. 

u No, not abfolutely of ghofts," re- 
fumed Marian, <c but there is fomething 
fo folitary in that gallery; its high arched 
windows look fo black and difmal by night ; 
and the light gleams fo terribly on the 

frightful 
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frightful faces of your old anceftors, Made- 
moifelle, that I fometimes fancy they are 
ready to Hart from their frames, and run 
after me ; particularly the old gentleman, 
all in armour, with the white (lick in his 
hand. Bleffed Virgin ! how I was terrified 
the night when " 

" What rodomontade is this I" inter- 
rupted Ifabelle, angrily - 9 i€ if you indulge 
this filly wench in liftening to her nonfenfe, 
Mademoifelle, fhe will never have done— 
Ihe is frightened at her own Ihadow J" 

" Other folks could be frightened as well 
as I," returned Marian, pertly, " although 
they are fo valiant when the danger is over." 

u What folks — what danger?:' faid 
Eglantine. 

" I entreat, Mademoifelle," faid Tabelle^ 
with earneftnefs, " that you will* not 
encourage the forwardnels of this girl." 

" I like to afk her queftions — her fim- 
plicity amufes me. Come tell me, Marian, 
have you faith in fpirits ?'* 

,c In lpirits ! Lord, yes to be fure, 

Mademoifelle j 
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Mademoifelle; fure every one except a 
heretic," looking at Ifabelle, " muft have 
faith in fpirits !" 

" And have you ever feen one P* 

" Seen one ! Oh, no, Mademoifclle ,• I 
thank the blefied Virgin it was frightful 
enough without that." 

" What was frightful ?" 

" Why, Mademoifelle, I only heard ,r 

u What did you hear/' interrupted^ 4 
Ifabelle, dill more angn'y than before, " bur 
the hollow wind murmuring through the 
keyholes? If you won't obey the com-, 
mands of Mademoifelle, I will go for the 
book myfelf/* 

" Aye, and take to your heels as you did ' 
on the night when the Lady Geneviora fent 
you to the grand oratory for her rofary* 
becaufe you heard, as you were paffing the 
chamber in which- — " 

u I wrll not brook this impertinence!" 
interrupted Ifabelle ; « I entreat, Mademoi- 
felle, you will difmife this girl; all the 
houfehold laugh at her credulity V 9 

" I may 
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" I may as well laugh at their's— ■ they 
believe it as firmly as I do ; and you know 
very well what Dame Maudlin faid : and, 
in troth, whoever hangs her for a fool, wiU 
catclf a knave in the halter. But heretics, 
to be fure, will believe nothing!" 

" Get you gone, impertinent !". faid 
Ifabelle, taking her by the (boulders, and 
pufliing her to the door. 

" Yet let her flay," faid Eglantine,. 
« c till (he has gratified the curiofity (he 
has excited." 

" I can in five minutes tell the foolifti 
flory, Mademoifelle, which (he would em- 
ploy half an hour in relating/' 

" Aye," faid Marian, u yoi* will tell it 
your own way, to be fure ; but, fpite of 
your tricks, fooner or later it wilLall come 
out: for, as Father Hugo fays, blood will 
have blood." 

A freezing horror' thrilled through the 
veins of Eglantine. Ifabelle angrily puflied 
Marian out of the room, and (hut the door. 

« Ifabelle," 
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" Ifabelle," faid Eglantine, looking 
fearneftly at her, " there is fomething in 
thisbufinefs which you wilh to conceal from 
me, elfe why not fuffer me to amufe my- 
felf with the filly prattle of this girl. I 
infift on your telling me what were the 
circumftances (he alluded to, and what 
your motive for fo arbitrarily preventing her 
relating them." 

" My motive was a very fimple one; 
Mademoifclle. There are feafons when the 
fpirits are too eafiiy affedted ; the tale, of 
which our reafon defpifes the filly incon- 
fiftency, may yet call up images of horror 
which leave a ftrong impreffion on the mind, 
efpecially when related with the powerful 
perfuafion of ftrong belief. This girl fright- 
ened me one night with her foolifli fuper- 
fiition." 

" How happened it ?" faid Eglantine ; 
" tell me without referve." 

" One night, when I fat up fomewhat 
later than ufual,. I heard the Lady Gene- 
viora's bell 9 and knowing that her attend- 
ants 
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ants had retired to reft, I fent Marian to 
anfwer the fummons. She prefently return- 
ed, and told me, with figns of terror, that 
the L^dy Geneviora had forgotten her 
rofary in the grand oratory,- and had fent 
her to bring it to her immediately ; but, (he 
added, all her Ladyfliip's jewels could not 
tempt her to go for it, unlefs I confented 
to accompany her ; and told me a foolifh 
ftory of noifes which had been heard in the 
corridor that leads to the oratory. Laugh- 
ing at her credulity, I agreed to accompany 
her, and amufed myfelf with her terrors till . 
we arrived " 

" Where r 

" In the middle of the corridor, Made- 
moifelle, where we heard " continued 
Ifabelle, hefitating. 

€€ What did you hear ?" 

u A found refembling a long-drawn moan/* 

Eglaritine earneftly regarded Ifabelle, and 
obferred that (he turned pale as ihe fpoke. 

« From 
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'** Frbm what chamber did it proceed ?'* 
" I cannot exa&ly remember." 
<l Was it from that in which —-— " 
Eglantine (huddered as (he fpoke. 

u I fancied,** continued Ifabelle, without 
feeming to notice the interrupted queftion, 
<€ I fancied it might have been a trick of 
fome of the domeftics, as I had often known 
them to amufe themfelves with the fuper- 
ftitious fears of each other, and, fpite of 
Marian's terrors, forced her to proceed. 
Wc found the rofary." 

" And was there nothing more ?" 
** Nothing j only that, as we patted that 
chamber on our return, we heard—- " 

At this moment one of the window cur* 
tains (hook violently. 

" Merciful Heaven ! ,f hiding her face in 
Eglantine's lap. — It was the fame hound 
which had followed Eglantine to the Con- 
vent i the animal had fallen afleep in the 
window, and fuddenly awaking, had lhaken 

the 
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the curtains in endeavouring to extricate 
himfelf. 

" Such,' 1 faid Ifabelle, as ftie carefled th* 
animal, u fuch are the trifling incidents 
which agitate our fpirrts when we fuffer them 
to be thrown into^alarm." 

" And why are your's thrown into alarm* 
Ifabelle, if the circumftances be (imply as 
you date them ? But what did you hear on 
your return f " 

" Nothing^ Mademoifelle, but that, as 
we pafled the fame chamber, we heard a 
louder and more lengthened found." 

« What did it referable ?" ' 

" It refembled a groan s but if it was not 
one of the fervants purpofely concealed to 
terrify us, it muft certainly have been the 
wind — I remember it was high that night. 9 * 

" As your palling that corridor, at fo 
late an hour, was merely accidental, it is 
highly improbable that any of the fervants 
could have been concealed to frighten you." 

" Then it muft have been the wind : 
I remember the night .was tempeftuous.— 

A 
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A found, which is fcarcely audible by day, 
in the ftillnefs of midnight appears tre- 
mendous V 9 

« And is this all, Ifabeller 

Xl It is indeed, Mademoifelle ; only that 
Marian, terrified beyond expreffion, fled 
with the fwiftnefs of a hunted deer ; and I, 
filly that I was, caught her panic terror, 
and ran as-faft as herfel£" 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



« Thefe thoughts may ftartle well, but not aftound 
«« The virtuous mind, that ever waiks attended 
" By a ftroiig tiding champion, Conlciencel" 

Milton* 



LETHINKS," Aid Eglantine, after a 
paufc, " I fhould like to hear this noife— 
I will go myfelf for the book/' 

€€ You had better not, Mademoifelle," 
faid lfabelle, with an alarm which fhe ftrove 
to conceal. 

vol. ii. c « What," 
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Ci What," faid Eglantine, fmiling, " will 
you not venture to go with me ?" 

" Certainly, if you perfift in going, 
but " 

4C But what, Ifabelle ? You will certainly 
make me imagine that corridor is haunted, 
by your relu&ance to fuffer me to pafs it." 

" There is no ufe in expofing ourfelves 
to the influence of thefe^ imaginary terrors ; 
there are, perhaps, few female minds ftrong 
• enough to rejeft them entirely," 

" But if the found you heard were only 
the murtnuring of the wind " 

€< From whatever caufe it proceeded," 

interrupted Ifabelle, with a look of horror, 

<c it was dreadful ! The fame caufe, a 

natural one doubtlefs," (he added with more 

ferenity, " whicl) then operated, may again 

produce it. In fine, my dear Mudemoifelle, 

I have no tafte for thefe melancholy mur- 

murings which infpire gloomy ideas. 

Here, I have found a book which I think 

will amufe you more 'than that you wifti for* 

Shall I read to you ?" 

" Ifabelle," 
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" Ifabelie," faid Eglantine gravely, " I 
doubt you have partially related this adven- 
ture." 

Ifabelie began to read without replying, 
and Eglantine continued to work at her 
(Uver netting. 

The above converfation, fimple as it may 
feem, made a ftrong impreffion on the mind . 
of Eglantine, and after (he was in bed, 
recurred ftrongly to her memory. The 
apartments of that corridor were the grand 
oratory, the library, a ftate drawing-room, 
and three bedchambers, with their adjoin- 
ing drefling-rooms and clofets, which were 
ufually referved for the ufe of fuch guefts 
of fuperior rank as might arrive at the 
Caflle, In the principal of thefe chambers* 
the body of the murdered Marquis had been 
laid in ftate ; and though Ifabelie had pur- 
pofely fuppreffed the circumftance, Eglan- 
tine plainly perceived that it was from 
this the founds had ifiued. In refped to. 
c 2 thefe 
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thefe founds Ifabe!le had alfo varred in her 
evidence ; treating them at one time as 
originating in fome trifling circumftance, — 
and, again, when there appeared a proba- 
bility of their being heard by Eglantine, 
acknowledging that they were terrific : her 
perturbation too, at the accidental agitation 
of the curtains, (hewed a mind deeply dis- 
turbed, notwithftanding her efforts to con- 
ceal her feelings in the fear of communi- 
cating them ; arid, above all, her extreme 
reluftance to fuffer Marian to introduce the 
fabjeft, was remembered, and reflefted on. 

Eglantine, confidering the age in which 
(he lived, was not fuperftitious ; but to 
have utterly reje&ed the belief that, on 
momentous occafions, the fouls of the de- 
parted were permitted to return to the 
fceues cf their former exiftence, would have 
been efteemed a fpecies of infidelity : and, 
if the foul did return, what more folemn 
call could awake it from the deep of death, 
than when the guilt of undifcovered murder 

cried 
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cried aloud for conviction and retribution ? 
Allowing, however, for the influence of 
fuperftitious teTror, (he determined to exa- 
mine the alarming circumftanccs with cau- 
tion and candour before (he allowed herfelf 
to credit their fupernatural origin. In thefe 
gloomy ruminations, ihe pafled the greateft 
part of the night ; and the morning found 
her opprefied with unufual dejection. 

Entering the faloon next morning, where 
(he expected to met* the Baron, from whom 
(he determined to keep the ideas which 
then predominated in her mind a profound 
fecret, fhe found the Monk Ignatius alone. 
He entered into converfation with his ufif^l 
affability. 

" You don't appear in fpirits/' faidlie; 

" you are well I hope ?" ^ 

* c Yes, very well ; I have only retted ill." 
" Your repofe has not been difturbed, J 

hope, by the hobgoblins who are faid* to 

infeft this Cattle l" 

c 3 « What i 
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€C What ! have you too heard of them f r 

€c Oh yes, I have heard ftrange tales, to 
which I give all the credit they deferve/' 

" You regard fuch ideas then as utterly 
chimerical." 

" Iq general they are fo. Few there are 
who have not at fome times fuffered their 
fenfes to become the dupes of the imagina- 
tion. On fuch occafions, when I have 
determined to overcome my fears, and coolly 
to inveftigate the occafion of my alarm, I 
have been aftoniflied at the trifling circum- 
ftances which have thrown my feelings into 
perturbation, and milled my reafon. I would, 
therefore, counfel all perfons, before they 
deliver their minds to the influence of terror, 
to examine with difpaflionate accuracy the 
objects which excite this painful and dan- 
gerous fenfation, which, operating with the 
" magic of a forcerefs, metamorphofes the moft 
common objedks to phantoms of fuper- 
buman horror. Such," continued the 
Monk, " is the natural effe& of fuperftition 
on prejudiced and uncultivated minds : — 

thole 
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tfiofe of a fuperior ftamp will fcrutinize with 
jealous attention fuch circumftances as are 
fuppofed to refult from preternatural caufes, 
before they yield them credence/* 

Eglantine made no reply; but treafured 
the words of the Monk in her memory, 
determined to profit by the inftruttion they 
conveyed. The events of the day baniflied 
the idea of the haunted corridor from her 
memory ; but when (he retired for the night 
to her apartment, it returned to her mind 
with a horror, which, though (he feverely 
cenfured it, (he could not vanqqilh. Re- 
colledting the words of the Monk, (lie 
determined to inflift on herfelf a voluntary 
penance* and refolved to go alone to the 
corridor when her attendants had retired. 
Ifabelle fat with her till it was late, and 
feemed unwilling to quit her when (he at 
length withdrew. Eglantine waited till the 
boufe was (till ; then, taking her rofary in 
one hand, and her lamp in the other, quitted 
her apartment, and dire&ed her fteps to the 
c 4 grand 
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grand oratory. She flopped at intervals to 
liften. The night was remarkably ferene ; 
not a found was heard throughout the 
fpacious manfion except the fhrill chirpings 
of the cricket. 



CHAP. V. 

"Hark I peace t 
" It wu the owl that (hriek'd— the fetal bellman* 
« .That gives the ftern'ft good night t" 

Shakbspbarb*. 



IHUS Eglantine proceeded till flie 

arrived at the corridor, where (he again 

ftood to liften. Encouraged by the ftillnefi* 

flie loftly advanced/ and as Ihe looked 

*, around 
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around en the pi&urcs which covered the 
walls, flie recolle&ed Marianas defgription 
of her ancient anceftors, and fmiled at the 
apt fimilitude. She advanced to the door 
of t! e apartment where the Marquis bad 
been laid in ft ate :— (he paufed, and looked 
at it ; it recalled a train of (ad circucn- 
ftances to her mind - y the figure of the 
Marquis, pale, bloody, expiring, fuch as 
flie had feen him on the night when the 
murder had been perpetrated, feemed pre- 
fent to her imagination, Abforbed in the 
Contemplation of the terriWe fpedtacle thus 
ftrongly revealed to her mental vifion, fhe 
flood fixed and abfent, till her attentioa 
was recalled by a found. Suddenly dart- 
ing, (he dropped her lamp, which was 
jnftantly extinguiftied,. Endeavouring to 
tranquillize her fpirits, (he found (he could* 
not, on recolledion, afcertain what the 
noife refembled, nor from what chamber it 
had proceeded. Chiding her fears, (he 
ftooped to take up the lamp. There was 
no moon* but the ftars (hone bright. She 
c 5 was 
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was preparing to return* to her chamber 
to rekindle her lamp, when a deep and 
hollow groan burft from the chamber to 
which (he flood oppofite. She wifhed to 
fly, but her ftiffening limbs forbade the 
effort; — her refpiration ceafed, her hair 
flood upright ! Yet her fortitude did not 
entirely forfake her; fhe ftill endeavoured to 
combat her fears, till another louder and 
longer repetition of the fame dreadful found 
left no room for doubt. Her blood, which 
had feemed congealed with fudden* revul- 
fion, flew back to her heart ; fear lent her 
wings, and (he fled precipitately towards her 
own apartment. 

On turning from the corridor, (he per- 
ceived a diftant gleam of light ; and feeing 
Ifabelle, (he haftened to her, and almoft 
fainted in her arms. Ifabelle fupported her 
to her chamber, where, when fufficiently 
revived and tranquillized, (he repeated the 
circumftance as it had occurred to her. 
Ifcbclle liftened without furprife. 

" I had 
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c< I had a ftrong fufpicion of your defign," 
faid (he, t€ and therefore, inftead of going 
to bed, determined to fit and watch you. 
The filence and caution with which you pro- 
ceeded, deceived my vigilance ; nor fhould 
I have fufpe&ed your excurfion, but for the 
noife occafioned by the falling lamp." 

" Holy Virgin," cried Eglantine, " what 
can this mean ? Can it be in reality the ** 

" Time may develop the myftery," faid 
Ifabelle, " which I ftill feel ftrongly inclined 
to believe may yet be traced to fome con- 
trivance to terrify us." 

" With what intention," faid Eglantine 
" could fuch a farce be a&ed ?" 

" Heaven only knows! yet that fuch 
farces have been a&ed we have both heard 
and read." 

« Ifabelle," faid Eglantine, fmiling, 
" they fay you are a heretic ; and a heretic, 
I fuppofe, is near akin to an infidel." 

The young friends paffed the Remainder 
of that fleeplefs night together $ and next - 
c 6 morning 
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morning Father Francis was fummoned, to 
whom Eglantine confided the' fubjeft of 
her late alarms. He treated it nearly as 
Ignatius had already dpne ; and feemed 
inclined to impute the noifes which had 
terrified her and others, to feme natural 
caufe. He promifed he would remain that 
night at the Cattle, and endeavour to 
develop it. 

When Eglantine met her Confeflbr on 
the following" morning, (he earneftly exa- 
mined his countenance, and was fomewhat 
frrprifed to obferve that it wore a more 
fouling air than ufual. 

" Well, Father," faid Eglantine, eagerly, 
when (he found an opportunity of queflioji- 
ing him alone, " did you vifit the corridor 
laft night r 
< " I did/* • 

" Well, did you hear any founds ?" 
" Yes, meft lugubrious founds I" 
c< Well, 'you are now convinced ?" 

5 «i 
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« I am indeed," replied the Monk r 
fmilibgat her earneftnefs. " But though the 
founds I heard were terrifying, and fo tie- 
what ftanled me, inftead of 'dropping mjr 
lamp, and running away, I availed myfelf 
of its light to inveftigate the oecafion of 
my alarm. I advanced to the chamber from 
whence the found proceeded ; but on open- 
ing the door, a fcreech-owl of enormous 
fize flapped its wings in my face* and 
ext ; ngui(hed rtiy light. This moping me- • 
lancholy bird, which, I fuppofe, has been 
accuftomed to get in at the windows, in 
purfuit of the prey it lives on, and to remain 
during the night in thofe apartments, is, 
I am perfuaded, the only fpectre by which 
they are haunted ; and had it been feen 
by you or Ilabelle, your fears would have 
transformed it into an infernal harpy." 

Eglantine was fully perfuaded that the 
founds (he had heard had not been made 
by a bird ; (he, however, forbore to exprefs 
this convi&ion, in the fear of exciting the 

gOOd- 
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good-natured ridicule of the Monk. But 
Ifabelle appeared ftrongly inclined to credit 
his fuppofition, and to believe that the owl 
had been the real caufe of their alarm. 

From this period Eglantine was eternally 
difturbed by tales of noifes and appear- 
ances, which, no longer confined to the 
haunted corridor, were heard and feen in 
all parts of the Caftle and its environs ; 
fome, as it was pretended, exhibited in 
forms fo abfurdly whimfical, as clearly to 
denote the parentage from whence they 
fprung, and to prove them the monftrous 
and misfhapen offspring of fuperftition* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 



OT many miles diftant from Berezule 
Hood another ancient Gothic edifice, much 
refembling it in fituation and archite&urc ; 
but, from the long abfence and negled of 
its proprietors, the building was falling faft 
to ruin, the walls were dilapidated, the 
courts overgrown with grafs and weeds, and 
the furniture decayed and moth-eaten. 

This Caftle and its appertaining grounds 
had once belonged to the family of D'Orival, 
and had been affigned as' a portion to one 
of the collateral branches of the family. Its 

prefent 
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prefen t poflefibr, the Count Pe Gerneval,, 
rmmerfed in the pleafures and folicitudes of 
the fafhionabie world, had fcarcely recol- 
le&ed he^ was owner of this folitary ruin* 
till the dream of diffipaiion in which he 
ard his Countefs had long indulged them- 
felves, was finally difperfed by the rude 
clamours of his creditors. Wearied with 
falfe promifefc and unfair evafions, they at 
length feized on his property, which was 
fequeftered for the* payment of his debts, 
allowing for his maintenance fo fmall an 
annuity as was infufficient to permit him to 
appear with decency in Paris. Banifhed 
from that fcene of his pleafures, that 
theatre ot his exploits, he remembered he 
had a chateau in Gafcony, where he gra- 
tified his pride in refle&ing that his 
income, though fo inadequate to his ex- 
pences in Paris, might enable him, in fome 
meafure, to fupport the ancient dignity of 
his family. In this foliturie he therefore 
determined to bury the fpleen excited by 
his altered fortune, and to fhun, by a volun- 
tary 
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tary exile, the bitter fcorn which the ruin 
that is drawn on our heads by our own 
vices and follies, is fure to attraft evea 
from the mod refpe&able of mankind. 

The Countefs acquiefred with tears and 
regret in a meafure which (lie could not 
prevent. £he had pa.tly participated the 
folly, but not the vice, of her hufbmd ; as, 
to fpare himfelf the trouble of liftening to 
her difagreeahle expoftulations, he had kept 
her in utter ignorance of the trye (late of 
his finances, till (lie found herfelf unexpedU 
ediy involved in his inevitable ruin. The 
Counteis, though the had fuffered hcrfelf to 
be enflaved by the prevalence of fafhion, 
poiiefled integrity of heart, and now vainly 
lamented the funis the had fquandcred at 
play, or diffipated in modiih luxuries. Yet 
could (he have recalled them, they would 
only have deferred the ruin they could not 
have prevented 1 tor the Count had yielded 
to his pafli6ns till they became his mailers- 
till he no longer pofieffed ftrexigth to refill, 

or 
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or even virtue to regret, their ftrong pre-r 
dominance. A-mongft thefe paffions, the 
love of gaming poffefled unrivalled fway— 
that deftroying fiend whofe infatiable avidity 
no. facrifice can content whilft another re- 
mains to be made — who with equalising 
fury levels the fortunes of the mighty with 
the duft, and turns the high in hereditary 
honour from the fplendid manfions of their 
anceftors,. to (helter their houfelefs heads in 
the miferable hut c{ poverty — poverty not 
cheered by boneft mduftry, nor gilt by the 
funftrine of approving confeience, but ira- 
bittered by the upbraicKng9 of felf- reproach* 
and envenomed by the infulting deteftatiort 
of mankind* 

But the Count knew how to gild his vices 
with a (hew fo fair and plaufible, that hra 
fpecious eloquence diminiftied thern to 
errors; and often by the voluntary and 
apparently candid confeffion of his- faults, 
he gained more in the pity of his auditors, 
thaa he loft in their efteenw 

The 
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The Count and Countefs on their arrival 
at their chateau were immediately vifited 
by the family of D'Orival, to which the 
Count was a diftant relation. He was not 
yet forty ; his perfon was handfome, his air 
elegant, and his conversion highly enter- 
taining. He fpoke of his banilhment from 
Paris as of a temporary retirement, which his 
own heedleffnefs of temper, co-operating 
with the knavery of an agent in whom he 
had too partially confided, had rendered 
neceflary to the proper re-eftablifhment of 
his affairs. He then gave the outline of the 
plan he had adopted for the 'regulation of 
his future conduct, expatiated fo much on 
the fubjedh of his economy, pun&uality, 
good faith in his dealings, and particularly 
on his tender attention to the feelings of his 
creditors, that the Baron, Lady Geneviora, 
and Eglantine, liftening with pleafed atten- 
tion and confiding credulity, admired his 
equitable plan of voluntary privation, and 
fecretly regretted that unfortunate circum- 
ftances had confpired Myth his own venial 

errors, 
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errors, to deprive fociety of the animating 
example of futh a man as the Count. 

The Count, meantime, laughed at their 
eafy (implicit y of belief, and exulted in the 
pernicious artifice which thus enabled hinr 
to give to his paltry tinfel the luftre of 
fterling gold. 

The family of D'Orival were lefs 
ddi.hted with the Gountefs, for her brow 
was marked with the chara&er of the dif- 
content which preyed upon her foul, and 
(he was too artkfs to conceal her feelings ; 
befides, the Count's falfe and infmuating 
reprefentations of his own chara&er excited 
her contempt, and the difpleafure, which, 
on fuch occafions, clouded her countenance, 
was often, mifconftrued by the misjudging 
fpeftator as an indication of Hl-humour. 
They, however, faw (he was polite ; and. the: 
ftrong partiality which, on their firft inter- 
\iew> fhe (hewed to Eglantine, could not 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ACCUSING SPIRIT. 4$ 

fail to conciliate the benevolence of a heart 
£o grateful. 

The Count and Countefs accepted the 
Baron's invitation to pafs fome weeks at 
Berezule, on condition that Eglantine (hould 
accompany them to their chateau on their 
return. The family of D'Orival were that 
night the guefts of the Count and Couhtefs, 
jand next day the party removed to Bsrezule* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 



** The times have been 

** That when the brains were out, the man would die, 

u And there an end/' 

Shakespeare. 



JL HE apartments of the haunted corridor 
were, through particular refpeft, allotted, by 
the orders of the Lady Geneviora, to the 
accommodation of the Count and Countefs. 
To this arrangement Eglantine felt inclined 
to objed, which ilie knew not how to do 
without confefling her fecret reafon, againft 
which (he was fully determined ; and Ifabelle 
flrenuoufly advifed her not to interfere in 

this 
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thi* matter, and fuggefted that the xnyf- 
terious caufe of their alarm mig.it probably 
be cleared up by the Count, efpecially if, 
as (he ftill imagined, it exifted in circura- 
ftances not fupernaturaL 

Eglantine, wearied with the folemn foli- 
tude of Berezule, and confiderably depreffed 
by the occurrence of recent circumftances, 
rejoiced in an acceffion of fociety which pro- 
jnifed fo feafonable a relief to her fpirits* 
The Count poffefled that volatile gaiety 
which, funk one hour in caufelefs fpleen, 
rifes the next to exhilaration as unmeaning ; 
in 4: he latter moods he was a raoft animating 
.companion, and when in company, he was 
commonly fuccefsful in the pains he took to 
foufe himfclf from the former. 

The third morning after the arrival of the 
Count and Countels at Berezule, the Count- 
tfs fent an apology for not coming to 
breakfaft, on account of having refted ill at 

sight. 
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night. Eglantine felt fome alarm ; an idea 
occurred to her that the Countefs. might 
have been difturbed by the noifes fo often 
heard in thofe apartments, and immediately 
vifited her in her dreffing-room. The 
Countefs looked pale, complained much of 
the head-ach, and exprefled a fear left (he 
fhould be obliged to return to her chateau 
fooner than (he had at firft intended. After 
fome further coaverlation, fhe abruptly afked 
Eglantine whether any perfon occupied the 
adjoining apartments ? 

Eglantine, colouring at the queftion, 
anfwered it in the negative. The Countefs 
examined her countenance as (he fpoke. 

4€ From what I heard laft night," faid 
Ihe, ftill earneftly regarding Eglantine, " I 
imagined thofe chambers muft have been 
occu[ kd." 

" What did you hear ?" faid Eglantine 
eagerly. 
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t €C I perceive, my dear Eglantine," re- 
turned the Countefs, " that the fubjeft I 
am going to mention is not new to you, 
and will therefore fpeak without refcrve.— 
The fecond night after my arrival, my 
woman, whilft undrefling me, told me won- 
derful dories of noifes which had been heard, 
and apparitions which had been feen in thefe 
apartments. Though by no means an 
infidel in cafes of this nature, I imputed 
the tales (he had gathered amongft the fer- 
vants, to the effect of the fuperftitious horror 
which a late tragical event might naturally 
infpire ; and when I retired to reft, thought 
no more of the matter, and ilept foundly. 
Laft night, you know, we feparated early ; 
but the Count, having an aversion to regu- 
lar hours, perfuaded Father Ignatius to 
remain with him to play at chefs after our 
departure. When undreffed, I difmiffed 
my woman, and, feating myfelf at the fire, 
began to read. I read with fo much atten- 
tion that, for an interval, I did not 
vol. ii. o heed 
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heed fome indiftirwft founds which iffued 

». 

from the adjoining apartment (that which 
bas been afligned to the Count), till a deep 
groan fudderily aroufed me. Imagining the 
Count might have been taken fuddenly ill, 
J immediately opened the door of commu- 
nication, and entered his chamber. There, 
to my furprife, I found all dark and filent. 
As Hooked around, confidering from whence 
the groan J had heard could have pro- 
ceeded, the wood in the chimney darting 
a fiidden flame, difcovcred to my view a 
tall figure, at the oppofite ead of the, 
chamber V 9 

4C A tall figure ! Blefifed Virgin ! What 
did it referable?" 

" It was the figure of a man : the features 
I could not diftinguifh, nor the drefs cor- 
Teftly. Struck with wonder, yet fancying 
the indiftintft light might occafion fome 
deception of vifion, I _confidered it more 
fledfaftly, and more diftinftly perceived the 
cbjed of my alarm, which, now waving its 

light 
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right hand with folemn dignity, motioned 



me to retire/' 



M Almighty Powers V exclaimed Eglaif 
tine, " it is then too true J Could you not 
diftinguifli the drefs, the perfon, the coun- 
tenance ?" 

" You may well imagine I did not wait 
to make critical obfervations 5 yet I re- 
membered to have feen the deceafed Mar- 
quis in Paris, -and I could almoft fancy that 
this figure ftrongly refembled him/' 

« Bleffed Virgin !" 

4€ I flew back to my chamber, where, 
though the light fomewhat relieved my 
ipirits, I had only time to ring violently 
before I funk on the floor in a fwoon. 
The call was not obeyed, for, on reviving 
fome time afterwards, I found myfelf alone, 
and thus I continued in a ftate I need not 
defcribc, till 1 heard the voices of the Count 
and his valet-de-chambre in the adjoining 
chamber. The Count, on my calling lilm 
to me, was much furprifed at the ftate in 
d 2 which 
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which he •found me; but I afterwards 
repented my telling him the occafion of my 
jTlneft, as, infiead of exciting his compaflion, 
it provoked his raillery, and he pofitiveiy 
infifted that my foolifli feminine fears had, 
with Promethean ingenuity, given life and 
■motion to the old figure of Leonidas in the 
tapeftry, which, being fuppofed to harangue 
his little band of heroes, ftands with its 
hand raifed in an attitude not unlike that 
of the figure which I infifted I bad feen.— 
In fine, incenfed at his provoking ridicule, 
I defired him to begone, and fend his valet 
to call my woman. When Julette came, 
file found me in great emotion, the caufc of 
which I did not conceal from her, I kept . 
her with me, and you .may eafily conceive 
what a diftnal fleeplefs night I fpent. — And 
now, my dear Eglantine, how ftiall I extri- 
cate my felf from my embarraffinent ? Lknow 
not whatreafonl can alledge to the Baron and 
the Lady Geneviora for my fudden departure; 
neither can I refolve to remain any longer 

in 
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in a place where I (hall be fubjeft to fuch 
terrible alarms I" 

The entrance of the Countefs's woman 
prevented farther converfation, and Eglan- 
tine fought liabelle to communicate to her 
the circum fiances related by the Countefs. 

Ifabelle was ftrongly inclined to adopt the 
opinion of the Count, and to conclude that 
the Countefs, whofe imagination was replete 
with the tales (he had learned from her 
woman on the preceding evening, might 
tafily have transformed the figure in the 
tapcftry, which was uncommonly (hiking and 
prominent, into fuch a vifion a$ (he fancied 
(he bad feci). Its (ituation in the chamber 
exadUy accorded with that alfigned by 
Madame to the apparition. Nothing 
feemed wanting to it but motion -, and this 
the powerful operation of diftempered ima- 
gination, affifted by the wavering light of 
the wood embers, might without difficulty 
have given it, 

d 3 « But 
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•* But haw," feid Eglantine, " can you> 
iccount for the groan which firft excited the 
curiofity of Madame ?" 

" The fcreech-owl might again have 
found his way into one of thofe apart- 
ments -," and thus, to the apprehenfion of 
Jfabelle, the myftery feemed perfe&ly elu- 
cidated, and Eglantine felt more than half 
inclined to adopt her friend's perfuafion # 
She propofed to the Countefs to- remove, 
under pretence of being difturbed by the 
wind, to a chamber adjoining her own, and 
to have a bed put in an infide room for 
her woman,. The Countefs, wiftiing equally 
* ( '. avoid exciting the fufpicions, Or incurring 
the difpleafure of the Baron and the Lady 
CJenevidra, readily adopted thisprojeft ; and 
the following night, and fome fucceeding 
ones, paffed without any difturbance* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



" La qtial mi rtnfc ciafoia fentimenta, 
« £ ctddi come l*«om oii fogoo ptglk." 



Danti. 



IjOME morning? afterwards, whea thc t 
company affembled at breakfaft, they could 
not avoid obferving that the Count, who had, 
been more than ufually vivacious on the 
preceding evening, feemed abforbed in me- 
ditation, apparently of a gloomy nature.^ 
Eglantine rallied him on his ferioufnefs* and. 
D 4 he 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



5* ACCUSING SPIRIT, 

he replied, with a forced fmile, that he was 
fubjed at intervals to hypochondriac affec- 
tions, and had been ail night unmercifully 
opprefled by the nightmare. The Countefs 
and | Eglantine regarded each other : — both ' 
fancied that the anfwer was evafive ; and 
when alone, Madame exprefied a belief that 
the fame apparition which had terrified her, 
had prefented itfelf to the Count, though* 
having always ftrongly ridiculed a faith in 
fufperpatural appearances, his pride would 
not allow him to retraft his forcper opinions* 

Towards night the fpirits of the Count 
rofe, owing, perhaps, to the copious liba- 
tions of Burgundy with which he feemed. 
determiaed to exhilarate them. But on the 
following morning he appeared (till more 
difturbed, and, uttering fume embarraffed 
apologies to the Baron and . the Lady 
Geneviora, declared liimfelf under a jieceP* 
fity of immediately departing, and affigned 
as his motive, a letteT he had received, 
ihfoiming' him of the coming of a pcrfon 

with 
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with whom he had bufinef* of. the laft 
confequence to tranfadt. The Counted, 
though (he knew no fuch perfon was 
expedted, readily feconded his plan, and 
overruled the hofpitable obj eft ions made 
by the Baron to their departure ; for whilft 
the Lady Geneviora continued in quiet 
poffeffion of her rofary| and her favourite 
Ignatius, (he was eafily confoled for the lofs 
of other fociety. Ignatius gratefully re* 
turned the partiality .(be wa him by this 
Lady and the Baron, and fpent at Berczule 
every hour he could fpare from his ijionaftic 
duties— duties of which he was not much 
inclined to make hknfclf the flave j and as 
he flood high in the favour of the Abbot, 
he was, m a great mcafure, mailer of his 
own time* 

The Countefe infilled on the performance 

of Eglantine's promiie to accompany hei\ 

to the Chateau des Rochers (for fo was her 

refidence called). This defire wa* readily 

x> 5 complied 
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eotrplied with, and in two hours the party 
quitted Berezule. 

The fpirits of the Count feemed lightened 
when he reached his home> and he evidently 
exerted them to render it agreeable to 
Eglantine ; but tht Countefe faw, or ima- 
gined (he faw> that his vivacity was forced. 

Sitting at night, after fupper, mtix 
Madame and Eglantine, be faid to the 
latter, with a fareaftic fmile, that he 
fuppofed the Countefs had made her the 
confidant of the adventure of the haunted 
chamber. Eglantine was lilenU 

u What is your opinion on this fubjed V* 
laid the Count, fixing his eyes earneftly on her. 

" I am fometimes at a lofs>" replied 
Eglantine* " to determine what opinion I 
ought to form. I am convinced our powers 
of felf-delufion are in this inftance wondrous/' 

<c Wondrous indeed, as when Madame 
miftook the old Grecian figure in the 

tapeftry 
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japeftry for the apparition, of the deceafed 
Marquis !'• 

*' And who vrill anfwer," faid the Count- 
efs, with afcrutinizing look, " that Monfieur 
-has not fallen into a firuilar error ?" 

" Ridiculous !' f faid the Count* with an 
affe&ed laugh > " do you imagine I could be 
fo weak as to catch the filly infedlion— to 
be feared by tales of ghofts and goblins 1 — 
No, I leave the females of my family in 
quiet pofieffion of this abfiirdity." 

" Yet the belief of apparitions is not 
peculiar to women* If it be erroneous* 
forae of the wifeft of your own fex. have 
maintained the opinion/* 

*« True j and I might myfelf give credit 
to their appearance, were the errands they 
are faid to come on, of dignity proportionate 
to a phenomenon fo awfuL" 

M And what more awful circumftance 
could authorize fuch a miracle than that 
which recently occurred at Berezule ?" 

" I perceive your inference, and acknowr 
ledge its juftice ; but if indeed the foul of 

the murdered Marquis—-—" 

« 

d 6 * Heaven 
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" Heaven reft it!" laid the Countefs 
with folemnity. 

" Amen I" fighed Eghmtitie. 

u I knew, and wiffied him well/' re- 
fumed the Count ; " but if indeed his fpirit 
returns to call for vengeance on his mur- 
derers, why not addrefs the folemn appeal to 
thofe whofe office it is to bring them to 
punifhment — why not favour them with 
fuch communications as might enable them 
to difcover the iniquity which has hitherto , 
concealed itfelf in infcrutable obfcujtty ? Can 
I believe that the departed foul fliall be fuf- 
fered to repafs the awful barrier which 
feparates the vifible and invisible worlds, 
for the inadequate and fantaftic purpofe of 
working on the terrors of the weak and the 
ignorant? Or can I fuppofe that the 
fubtile fpirit, after its releafe from its ma- 
terial frame, can feel any peculiar attachment 
to the (pot where (lumber the mouldering 
relics of its corporeal companion ?— Fancy 
alone has peopled vaults and charnel-grounds 
with forms of vifionary horror : were the 
foul, on momento us emergencies, permitted 
4 to 
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to return, its vifitations would be to the 
living, not to the dead/' 

< c Tbefe arguments are certainly pbufible," 
faid the Countefs, « but " 

" Plaufible !" interrupted the Count, 
" they are certain— founded in -reafon — 
in the nature of tfie circumftanccs* Had I 
myfelf beheld the apparition of the Marquis, 
if it came not to point out fame efficient 
means for the manifeftatioa of the concealed 
imquity, I (hould the next hour be per- 
foaded that the vifion was either the coinage 
of my owndiftorted fancy, or impute it to the 
agency of fome malignant ipirits who might 
be fuffered to inflid thefe vifionary torments 
for the punifliment of our fectet fins*'* 

" You fpeak feelingly,^ faid the Count* 
efs ; ** one would imagine you had yourfolf 
fuffered thofe torments V 

" I only endeavour to combat your 
prejudices-~-to convince your reafon that if 
the fhade of the deceafed Marquis did return 
to this earth, a more momentous concern 
would call k frorii the fepofe of the tomb 

than 
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than that of vainly terrifying the imagina- 
tions of thofe who bad no ability to execute 
the dread commiffion it would come to 
enjoin." 

« Yet if r live, I faw it r 

u Yes, the figure in the tapeftry," faid the 
Count, fmiling, as he rofe to ring for lights; 
but he continued, — " The world is full of 
znyftery : much has been elucidated by the 
new radiance which, the riling fpirit of phi- 
lofophy has poured on the darknefs of the 
human mind ; but more ftill bids defiance 
to its fearching beam. What are we to 
think of the wondrous command which men, 
verfed in the occult fciences, are (aid to have 
acquired over nature ? Many are reported to 
poffefs the aftonifhing faculty of tranfmuting 
the vileft metals into precious ore. We 
have heard of the fupernatural powers attri- 
buted to th6fe who call themfeives the 
Iliuminati I . What is this magic by which 
they are faid to prefent fuch aftonilhing 
deceptions to the ienies ? The more the 
mind involves itfelf in thefe perplexing 

fubje&s* 
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fubje&s, the more it finds itfelf entangled 
in confufion and doubt." 



They Separated, for the night was far 
advanced/ 1 



CHAP, DC 

** Devoting all 
** To love* each was to each a dearer &lfV* 

Thomson* 

EGLANTINE refleaed oa this convex 
fation of the Count, which was calculated 
father to diffipate than to confirm, the idea 
that the Countefs and (he had conceived* 
that the Count had been driven from Bere- 
sule by fome fupernatural occurrence ;> and 
it excited new doubts whether the evidence: 
which could be collected inrefped to the 

vifitations 
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vifitations of any fupernatural beijjg, were, 
on calm inveftigation, entitled to credit. 
On her return to Berezue fhe determined, 
if paffiblc, to diveft herfelf of her fears, 
and give to this interefting fubje6k fuch calm 
and candid examination as might afcertain 
the degree of credibility which ought to be 
allowed to it. She had defired Ifabelle, 
whom (he had left at Berezule, to acquaint 
her with any remarkable circumftance which 
might occur during her abfencc. 

- Eglantine found much amufement in the 

fociety of the Count and Countefs. Their 

reprefentations of the great world in which 

they had lived, engaged her fancy, whilft it 

aftonifhed her inexperience. The anecdotes 

which portrayed its morals and mmntxt* 

though related with fafctn^ting vivacity, 

often fhocked and aftontfhed her > and tfee 

fang froid with which they were repeated, 

was highly revolting to her feelings: for, 

new to the world, and hitherto jexcluded 

from its bufy (cones, foe did net conceive* 

and 
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and confequently could not allow for the 
wonderful influence of habit in reconciling 
the mind to objc&s and cirtumftances utterly 
incompatible with her unperverted fenfe of 
re&itude. Nor could (lie imagine that, by 
any revolution of years, or change of fitu- 
ation, (he could ever con trad a tafte for 
that fafhionable world, whof6 diffipation 
excited her contempt, and whofe profligacy 
provoked her indignation. Then fhe re- 
flected with fecret joy and exultation Oh the 
charadter of him, to whom her aufpicious 
deftiny fecmed on the point of uniting her 5 
for whatever intervening care might cafually 
poflefs her mind, this loved idea foon diffl* 
pated every other, and preferved its unabated 
afcendency. As the mlfer counts his hoarded 
riches in fecret and folitary fatisfadtion, in the 
retirement of her heart Eglantine guarded 
the image of Dc Courcy, and her thought* 
inceflantly returned to hover with tender 
folicitude round their deareft treafurc. 
Fancy adorned it with the brighteft { attri- 
butes — love," faith, and honour; expedta- 

tion 

• 
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tian dwelt with lavifh fondnefs on the fair 
idea, and with ardent anticipation counted 
the weeks, the days, nay, even the hours, 
which might yet intercept the promifed 
felicity.; — Oh happy faculty of the humaa 
mind I Is it to recompenfe us. for thofe 
real forms of calamity deftined to puriue us. 
through this dreary fcene of fin and (orrow* 
that a pitying Providence fends thefe fair 
forms of vifionary joy to throw a Yeil of 
fplendid delufion over the ghaftly group of 
miftries which, hover . in the rear- — thofc 
fatal images of future e/il which,. but for 
the merciful concealment that fhrouds theii* 
impending horrors, would blaft each inter- 
vening moment of felicity, and drive the 
foul to dreadful defperatida ?. 

When Eglantine had been about a week, 
at the Chateau des Rochers, the Baron un- 
cxpeftedly arrived, and brought with hicn 
De Courcy* Eglantine received him not 
with fmiles, but with tears ; and t)ie manly 
foul of De Courcy would have diflblved ia 

mutual 
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tfcutual foftnefs, had not his pride reftrained 
^he drops which trembled on his eyelids* 
How pure, how rapturous were the fenfa* 
tions of this young and lovely pair when 
freed from the obkrvation of every fcruti- 
nizing eye ! They dared in congenial con- 
fidence to avow an affedtion firft infpircd 
by the holy fympathy of mutual worth, and 
now fap&ified by virtue, and approved by 
duty. 

Human life has been compared to an arid 
-deleft, interfperfed at intervals with meads 
of refrefliing verdure, with filver ftreams, 
and groves of luxuriant foliage, whofe me-, 
lodious tenants fafcinate the ear with fongsof 
firen fweetnefs. Such was the elyfian fcene 
that furrounded thefe though tlefs and happy 
lovers :«— no fear of future evil damped the 
exquifite enjoyment of the prefent — no 
gloomy prefcience fuggefted to their en- 
raptured minds that fuch fuperior felicity 
was but partially difpenfed — that much of 
the burning defert yet remained untrodden I 

One 
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One of the Baron's fervants bad delivered cj 
Eglantine a letter from Iiabelle, but, en* 
grofled by other folicitudes, (he forgot to' 
open it till (he retired for the night* 



c< The Marquis will reach you 
fooner than thk letter. Oh, how I rejoice in 
your felicity, my dear Mademoifelle ! — and 
you too will fhare in mine ; for Godfrey ar- 
rived here laft night with his Lord, and, if 
1 am to believe his profeflions, as conflant 
as ever. I (houtd be too happy but for 
one ftrange circumftance. 

ci The Marquis arrived late, and unex* 
pe&edly. The apartments, lately occupied 
by th# Count and Countefs, were luckily not 
prepared for his reception ; he was therefore! 
lodged in the fouth gallery. The family 
retired betimes to reft j for to fbme of the 
family reft was allowed, though not to use, 
and to others. I am qow, my dear Madev 
moi(elle> perfedly convinced that; the ftranga 

and 
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and alarming noifes we have heard, Cannot 
be accidental, as I bare wifhed, and endea- 
voured to perfuade myfelf. If thofe apart- 
ments are haunted by Tome inhabitant of 
another world, one would imagine that the 
arrival of the Marquis had excited in this 
difturbed fpirit fome new and terrible per- 
turbation. I am perplexed and confounded, 
and know not what to think! 

. " Godfrey laughs at what he terms our 
filly credulity. He infills that thefe diftur- 
bances originate in human contrivance, and 
declares his refolution of paffing a night in 
the haunted chambers, where, provided 
with a good cafe bf piftols, he will give the 
ghofts a warm reception if they approach 
him. But I will exert my influence to 
divert him from this rafh purpofe. 

cc The noifes were fo loud as to alarm the 
Baron and the Lady Geneviora, who, fup- 
pofing them to be made by the domefties, 
Dame Maudlin was feverely chidden for not 
maintaining a ftrfifter difcipline. The upper 
iehrants have held a confutation whether to 

reveal 
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reveal to the Baron and the Lady Geneviora 
the true caufe of their alarm. I have advifed 
them to apply for advice to Father Ignatius, 
and to be entirely governed by his counfel ; 
certain that whatever he direfts will, in the 
end, be approved by our Lord and Lady. 

i€ Adieu, my dear Mademoifelle 1 Though 
I wifli much for your return, I know you 
are happier where you are, 

« Your faithful 

" ISABELLE." 



As Eglantine knew the Countefs was not 
yet undrefled, flic went to her apartment to 
communicate the contents of this letter. 
After fomc converfation on the fubjedt, they 
concluded it would be ufelefs to mention 
them to the Marquis, as, if they did not 
excite his derifion, they would call up hor- 
rible and gloomy imaginations in his mind : 
and if an eclairciflement flbould at length 
become ncccfiary, Eglantine thought it 

wifer 
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Vifer to commit it to the prudence of the 
Baron, and the addrefs of Ignatius. This 
refolution formed, Eglantine opened her foul 
to thofe delightful fentirnents of mutual ten- 
<krnefs which now poflefled it with abfolute 
dominion. 



CHAP/X. 



JL HE Count and Cbuntefs confined the 
difcontent excited by their altered circum- 
ftances to their own boibmsj and fearful of be- 
ing abandoned to the folitary defertion of their 
own chateau, ufed their utmoft exertions to 
render it agreeable to their young friends, 
who, happy in themfelres, and delighted with 

the 
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the foetal eerie which prevailed in the man- 
fion of. the Count, and the feftive fpirit of 
his converfation, found the Chateau des 
Rochcrs a much more pleafattt refidence 
than the gravity of the Baron and the 
folemn bigotry of the Lady Geneviora 
allowed Berezule to be. 

The polite manners and winning addrefsof 
the Monk Ignatius, had extremely captivated 
the Count and Countefs. The 'latter had 
conftituted him her Confeffor 5 the former, 
though he valued himfelf on being un efprit 
fort, and confequently derided what he 
termed the fuperftitious mummeries of the 
Romifti Church, was pleafed that Ignatius 
ftiould aflume a chara&er which would often 
procure to himfelf the pleafure of his 
fociety. * * 

The Marquis and Eglantine, through 

,refpe& to the memory of his deceafed 

brother, determined to defer their union till 

a year fhould have clapfed from the time of 

his 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ACCUSING SPIRIT. 73 

his death. The Marquis, after remaining a 
few weeks in Gafcony, purpofed to return 
to Paris, where bufinefs of confequcnce 
required his perfonal attendance. 

The Baron, whofe health was declining 
faft, was advifed by his phyfician * o try the 
waters of Barege in the enfuing fpring, 
which was now advancing. Thither Eglan* 
tine purpofed to accompany him, and there 
the Marquis was to meet them. The 'Count 
and Countefs alfo confented to be of the 
party ; and many delightful excursions were 
planned to the fublime and beautiful fcenes 
which furround thofe well-known fprings 
embofomed in Alpine folitudes. Thus, in 
fupreme felicity, glided away the hours of 
the happy lovers, till propriety fuggefted to 
the Marquis the neceffity of his returning to 
pais fome time with the Baron previous-to 
his departure. . 

Whilft, in compliance with the earned 

folicitations of the Count and Countefs, 

vol, ii. b the 
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the Marquis and Eglantine loitered yet a 
few days at le Chateau des Rochers, they 
were vifited one morning by Ignatius. 
Eglantine, who was alone when he entered, 
feized the opportunity of queftioniog him in 
relpeft to the difturbances reported by 
Jfabelle in her letter. Eglantine obferved 
ihat his Aanner of fpeaking on this fubjedfc 
was much altered ; he now appeared to treat 
it with ferious attention, and mention it with 
folemn reverence. He confefled, though 
with apparent reluftance, that he had him- 
feli heard noifes unaccountable to his com- 
prehenfion, though he could not yet admit 
them to be fupernatural. He faid that, in 
compliance with the repeated prayers of the 
faoufehold, who were continually reproached 
by the Lady Geneviora with their wanton 
midnight revelry, to which fhe natun^Jy 
imputed the founds Which broke her num- 
bers, he had been obliged to inform her 
Ladyfhip and the Baron of the caufe to 
which they were attributed by thedomeftics. 
He faid they had both been much afto- 

riilhed 
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ttiftrtd and (hocked by this intelligence, 
particularly the lady, on whofe nervous 
fyftem it ieemed to produce a powerful 
effe£t. The fame queftion, he added, had 
prefented itfelf to the mind of the, Baron, 
which is naturally fuggefted by every other- 
Why, if the fpirit of the mundef ed Marquis 
were allowed to call for vengeance on his 
betrayers, was not the awful revelation 
made to the young De Courcy?— A 
young fecretary belonging to the Marquis," 
continued Ignatius, " determined td deve- 
lop this gloomy myftery, but he has had 
• reafoti to repent his temerity/ 9 

Here the convention was interrupted by 
the entrance of the Count and Countefs $ 
and, greatly as it had excited Eglantine's 
Curiofity, (he had no opportunity of renew- 
ing it, as Ignatius departed in a few hours. 

The next day was appointedfor the return 
of the Marquis and Eglantine'foBerezules 
and though much difturbed by the confirma- 
* z tioa 
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Aion of intelligence fo painful to her fed- 
Sngs, (he endeavoured to conceal them with 
affeded gaiety, and forbore to mention to 
De Courcy the.caufe of her fecret depreffiom 

On the following day Eglaptine and the 
Marquis arrived at Jkrezule, where, notwith- 
standing the tendernefs with which they 
were received, the Marquis was forcibly 
flruck with the unufual gloom that clouded 
an interview in which fecial pleafure would 
have been naturally expetted to predominate* 

Eglantine tetired to her apartment to 
change her drefs, and took the opportunity 
of fpeakbg to Habelle, of whofe pale looks 
fce earneftly enquired the caufe. 

" .1 have foffered much fince we parted " 
faid Ifabelle, " but 1 thought there was no 
ufe ininterrupting thehappinefs you enjoyed, 
and therefore refrained from writing to you." 

« Ignatiushintedtomethat Godfrey— — " 

Oh 
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€ * Oh yes, yes ! it is indeed moft ftrangc* 
and (hocking!— —But the bell rings for din- 
ner — we have- now no time to fpeak of thefe 
matters— at night, when you retire, I wilt 
tell you all ; or rather, if you permit me, I 
will bring Godfrey to your dreffing^room— 
he will relate the circumftances much better 
than I fliould do ;. befides, I fhould wifh you- 
to fee an&fpeak to the young man to whom* 
I have promifed to vow obedience." 

u And on this account, too, I (hould like 
to converfe with Godfrey ;— let him come to 
my dreffing-room exa&ly at twelve/' 



e 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 



•• There is no people, learned or unlearned, amongft whom 
" apparitions of the dead are not related and believed. This 
" opinion, which perhaps prevails as far as human nature is' 
♦« diffWed, could become univerfal only by its truth. That 
•* it is doubted by fingle cavillers, can very little weaken the ' 
" genuine evidence $ and fame who deny it with their tongues, 
" Wiifeis it by their fears." 

Rasselas. 



JTTLT dinner Eglantine had* the fatisfa&ion 
of meeting her revered- preceptor, Father 
Francis. Ignatius and Hugo were alfo 
prefent ; for fince the late nq&urnal diftur- 
bances, the Lady Geneviora never thought 
herielf in fafety unlefs furrounded by a 
little phalanx of holy men. 

The 
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The gravity of the Baron and the Lady 
Geneviora feemed to increafe. Ignatius too- 
was unufually filent. At dinner time Hugo 
never allowed himfelf leifure to fpcak. The 
fpirits of De Courcy and Eglantine were 
deprefled by the ferioufnefi of their compa- 
nions, and Francis alone retained his 
wonted cheetfulnefs* 

After dinner the company retired to an: 
adjoining drawing-room. The dimnefs of 
the fading light feemed to augment their 
fblemnity ; they funk by degrees into total 1 
filence. Eglantine fighed : — her figh was 
echoed by the Baron. 

" What does this mean," faid the Mar- 
quis, fuddenly awaking from his reverie, 
u what bodes this depreffion which feems to 
overpower us, and of which I feel the 
influence, without knowing to what caufe to 
attribute it ? Is it that it is not permitted 
to the human mind to be too happy—- that 
Nature of herfelf will turn the balance— and 
e 4 when 
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when the light fpirits, animated by joy, rife 
to ethereal exhilaration, throw into the fcale 
fome counterpoife of infelicity to reprefs 
their fond afpirings, and recal them to 
earth ?". 

4< Few," faid the Baron, " are permitted 
to drink the cup of human joy unalloyed by 
many drops of bitternefs." 

" But thofe drops of bitternefs when we 
have drained them, enhance the flavour of 
the fparkling ne&ar." 

" True, but the phial of wrath is in- 
exhauftible. Who that exifts can boafl. of 
having drained its lafl fatal dregs ? The tomb 
is i lie only fafe afylum from the perfecutions 
of calamity V 9 

" Your words contain fome latent mean- 
ing — they bode fomeunforefeen misfortune I 
Yet what have I to dread? Are you not 
fafe, my friends ? Have I not the happy 
confcioufnefs of poffeffing all my ambition 
afpires to — all my foul holds dear ? Have 
you not, my Lord, received me asyourfon? 
Is not Eglantine mine ?" 

Eglantine 
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Eglantine gave him her hand, whilfl (he 
turned away to conceal a ftarting tear. 

" Poffeffedofthistreafure, ,, herefumed,> 
tenderly killing: it, " I feel prepared for 
whatever misfortune your foreboding words 
may allude to, and my ipirit (hall difdain 
to fink for a jnoment beneath the weight of 
it. Has the fword of war defolated my 
diftant lands ? has fire confumed my fub- 
ftance h — or, have I been injured in a more 
vulnerable part — is my bofom again to be- 
wounded through that of a friend ?" 
" " No misfortune has befallen you — you& 
lands, your pofieflions, and your friends are. 
fafe ; yet< there is a circumftance which*., 
though it may ultimately lead to a difcovery, 
which-* — '.» 

cc The difcovery of my brother's mur- 
derers ? If chance, or. rather Providence, 
has favoured you with any light which may : 
lead to the development of that myftery,of 
guilt and horror, fliall I not follow the 
dawning ray with more devotion than the 
e 5 proftratc 
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proftrate Perfian adores the rifing radiance 
of his God ? Oh fpeak — relieve my impa«i 
tience !" 

« As yet," (aid the Baron, " all is per- 
plexity and darknefs ; yet thefe may fobn be 
dtffipated. What,** he continued, railing 
his voice, and fixing his eyes on De Courcy, 
*• what,, if Providence, in companion to 
the blindnefsi of human reafon, were to fend 
from the tomb a fupernatural agent to clear 
this dreadful myftery, which its dim imper- 
fedt ray can never penetrate V* 

" A fupernatural agent fent from the 
tomb — in other words, a ghoft," faid De 
Courcy with much furprifc, fome iontempt* 
and more difappointment; " is this the light 
you promifed me, my Lord ?" 

" Is it not the light from on high ¥* 

" When it has been made manifeft to 
my fenfes, I (hall believe, and acknowledge 
it to be fo." 

« c That the fpirits of the departed have, 

on great occafions, been fuffered to return to 

3 the 
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the fccncs of their mortal exiftence, you 
cannot doubt." 

" Pardon me, my Lord ; I have my 
doubts." 

" The concurring teftimonies of all ages 
and nations have fan&ioned this opinion : it 
has been difFufedas widely as the bleflings 
of light and air. Is this no evidence of its 
authenticity ?** 

" In my opinion none. The Jiumatv 
mind is in all climes nearly fimilar ; to the 
diverfity of cultivation muft be chiefly 
attributed the variety it exhibits : — fuperfti- 
tion is one of its incidental, perhaps one of 
its conftitutional, weaknefles.. Were the 
world ftill unenlightened by the divine fpirit 
of revealed religion, t all its innumerable 
nations would ftill continue to pay ridicu- 
lous adoration to misshapen and fantaftic 
idols. Would you, therefore, perfuade me 
that the general fufFrage fandioned an ido- 
latry always abfurd, and often fanguinary 5 
and that, becaufe uhiyerlal, it muft o£ 
neceffity be right ?" 

b 6 ? Tha 
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«- The cafes are not fimilar," faid Ignatius * 
u wide as the creation, is extended the con- 
viction of the fuperintendence of a Supreme 
Being, which the facred hand of Nature has 
impreflcd on the human mind. But the 
conceptions of favages mud be grofs and 
ignorant ; incapable of the refined abstrac- 
tion of a pure fpiritual religion, they will 
naturally attach their reverence to material 
obje&s ; and running wild in the mazes of 
an abfurd or a cruel en(hufiafm t their blind 
devotion will produce thofe deplorable effefts 
on which the mild fpirit of enlightened 
Chriftianity looks down with mingled horror 
and compaffion." 

" It may referve thofe feelings for the 
deviations of many of its own profelytes. 
Have its own altars never been polluted by 
the blood of human facrifices ?" 

« The purity of the Catholic Faith muft 
be preferved," faid Hugo. 

" So faid the Spaniards when they 
fheathed their relentlefs fvvords in the 
hofpitabie boioms of theguiitlefs Americans, 

and 
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and fo fay the Judges of the Holy Office at 
this day* when they rack the inventive inge* 
nuity of man to find tortures adequate to the 
guile of differing, from themfelves on feme 
trifling point. of fpecuiativ<e do&rine*" 

" And they fay very rights" replied 
Hugo;." it is to be fuppofed. that the 
Judges of the Holy. Office under (land, thofe 
intricate cafes of conference much better 
than any of the poor ignorant laity can.be 
fuppofed to do*" 

De Courcy furveyed Hugo with. £ 
momentary fraile of contempt. — " God forr 
bid," faid he, again addreffing Ignatius,, 
" God forbid I fhould. impute to Chrifti- 
anity the errors of her fpurious offspring!. 
Thefe only prove how dark is the fuper- 
ftition natural to perverted humanity, whea 
it can even catch* from her mild celeftial 
radiance the fires in which, it confum.es its 
bloody facrifices." 

Father Francis fighed heavily, 
" A few fuperior minds, directed in their 

refearches 
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refearches for truth, more, perhaps, by the 
light of reafon, than that of revelation, 
which, as we have feen, is an imperfeft 
guide — have learned to conceive that no 
polluted incenfe can be acceptable to perfeft 
purity, and, by a more juft appreciation of 
the divine attributes, have learned to adore 
in fptrit and in truth. But how few, com- 
paratively, are thefe enlightened mortals ? — 
Are not the bulk of mankind, from the 
burning Indus to the frozen Pole, ftill. funk 
in barbarous fupefftition ? 1 return to' my 
argument : does the univerfality of error 
change its nature ? — Becaufe fuperftition is* 
general, muft it be right ?" , 

** Recal your imagination from thelS 
erratic excurfions," faid Ignatius, <c and let 
us return to tjie point from whence we firft 
fet out The generally received opinions. of 
mankind are, for the moft part, right ; they 
are handed dowp to us, imprefied with the 
ftampof a revered authority ; and it appears 
prefumptuous, if not impious, to deny our 
aflent to them.*' 

" ln> 
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" In many inftances I fear I (hould be 
thought that prefucnptuous and impious 
being; but it is now my turn' ta 
liften." 

" The return 6f departed fpirits," re* . 
fumed the Monk, " feems authenticated by 
{criptural authority/* 

" To fuch facred authority I fliali only 
objeft, that the age of miracles is paft. Our 
Monarch, when he leads forth his victorious, 
armies to the field, will not fuppofe that 
the fun (hould ftand ftill in honour of his 
triumphs ; neither .will our Sovereign Pontiff 
expert thofe divine communications with, 
which the legiflator of the Jews was favoured i, 
nor our modern apoftles, however fandtified,. 
afpire to the holy privilege of cafting out 
devils, or healing difeafes," ^ 

" You will not deny," faid the Baron^ 
w that Providence may yet work a miracle, 
for the detection of atrocious guilt ?" 

** But where is the expediency of fuch 
a miracle, when Providence might produce 
the fame end by the operation of natural 

and 
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and: Common caufes ? What guilty deed 
can be wrapped in darknefs fo deep and total 
as utterly to exclude every dawn of light ? — 
and even when the concealed iniquity feems 
to bid defiance to human penetration, how 
frequently does: the horror-flxuck criminal^ 
unable to endure the torments of the hell 
within, become the- voluntary accufer of his 
own crime* and fticd the- expiatory facrifica 
of his blood on the altar of offended Juftice ?" 
cc I ftill maintain/' faid the Baron, " that 
the diffenting voices and fpecious -arguments- 
of a few oppjooents will not overrule the 
authority of a-generally received, opinion/* 

" Certainly not : neither will the piercing' 
rays of the fun enlighten the vifion of the. 
man who voluntarily clofes his eyes againfta 
them* Father Ignatius juftly imputes thej 
fuperftitious idolatries of the heathen world 
to the* inftin&ive belief of a Supreme Being.' 
A faith in fpe&res I would derive from ac 
fimilarintpitive perfiiafion of the immortality 
of the. foul. The unenlightened mind, 
though convinced that the foulfurvives the. 

ftroke 
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ftroke which lays its corporeal partner in the 
duft, unable to conceive that it can be 
utterly purified from each terreftial inftindt, 
through the medium of a heated imagination, 
fees it ftill hovering around the fcenes which 
once were dear to it, or mourning over 
the mouldering remains of the companion 
from which it fo reluctantly feparated.— — 
But whilft engaged in this argument, I 
forgot to enquire into the motives which gave 
rife to it. They muft, I fuppofe, be of 
ferious weight, or they could not have 
enforced the faith you feem inclined to allow 
to them." 

" You give me little encouragement," 
faid the Baron, " to narrate the circum- 
Aances which J confefs have ftrongly affe&ed 
my mind $ though on your's, I fuppofe, 
they will produce no effect but that of ex-, 
citing the fpirit of irony." 

" No," faid De Courcy - x " I am really 
anxious to learn the circumftances you allude 
to, and will liften to them with ferious atten- 



tion." 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 



T HE Baron then dated to the Marquis 
all the circumftances he had colle&ed rela- 
tive to the caufe of his prefent inquietude 5. 
but in this narration Eglantine learned little 
that was new to her, as Godfrey would not 
confent to have a ffrange adventure, which 
had occurred to him, n>ade known to the. 
Baron without the acquiefcence'of the Mar- 
quis, to whom it was ftill equally a fecret- 

When the Baron concluded, De Courcy 
(at filent, as if in rumination of the circum 

fiances 
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fiances he had heard ; but his countenance 
exprefled no paffion except wonder and 
curiofity. 

« Methinks," faid he, " this myftery 
may be foon unravelled. I will this nighty 
occupy the apartment, for which the fpirtt 
of my brother is thought to retain fo peculiar 
a partiality. Though, if allowed to return 
for the purpofe of fuch communication as 
you fuppofe, might I not as well have Been 
favoured with it in Paris, or ia any other 
place ? 1 cannot conceive what local attach- 
ment—what myfterious bond can unite the 
foul, if it doe? return to thole places where 
the decaying veftiges of its mortal frame 
have mouldered in rottennets and corruption. 
Is . this the knowledge which is concealed 
from the learned and prudent, and revealed * 
to babes? for with the underftandings of 
babes and their ancient nurles fuch ideas 
feem perfectly congenial." 
' cc A^ain at your irony I" faid the Baron* 
. ** Forgive me : I have done with levity 

on 

Digitized by VjOOQ lC 



yi ACCUSING spntnv 

on a fubjcft which, in whatever light it may 
appear to my reafon, is calculated to call up 
folcmn and melancholy ideas in my foul; 
to remind me of the duty I have fo vainly 
endeavoured to fulfil,, and to reprcfs and 
reprove the too exulting fentiments of feli- 
city which have been, fuffered to poflefs my 
bofom whiift the manes of a beloved and 
honoured brother yet remain unappeafed !" 

" My fentiments refpefiing this fubjed,*^ 
faid Ignatius, " were once exaftly fimilar to 
thofe of the Marquis; and I ftill think 
with him, that it will fcarcely ftand the teflL 
of rational and impartial inveftigattoiw 
Yet there are phenomena in nature which*, 
though impoffible to be accounted for, it is 
yet more impoffible to deny. The phyfical 
world is- ftill wrapped in-myftery inexplicable 
to the weaknefs of finite comprehenfion<: 
fhall its bold conje6tures then prefume to 
pierce the veil, and unfold the miracles of 
an invifible and interdicted ftate ?V 

'» As. we all believe in a ftate of future 
retribution/' faid the Baron, " and that 

moil 
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moft of us are fufficiently enlightened to 
explode from our creed thofe notions of 
puniftiment which have originated in a too 
literal interpretation of the Scriptures, and 
know that to fpiritual beings fpiritaal pu- 
aifhments can alone be allotted— what is 
there irrational in the fuppofition that the 
vicious foul, whenreleafed from its human 
captivity, inftead of being condemned to 
fwim in feas of fire and fulpbur, Ihould be 
delivered over to the torments of its own 
xemorfe — to the venomed (lings of the 
worm which never dies— that it fhould be 
doomed to wander with the inceflant per* 
turbation, the defolated wildnefs of defpair, 
through the feenes which once witnefled its 
fenfuality, or were polluted by its guilt ?" 

« Nor need it revolt our rationality," 
added Ignatius, " to believe that fucb 
beings may be (bmetimes permitted to be- 
come vifible to the eyes of the former 
aflbciates of their crimes, to awaken with 
iblemn admonition their fleeping confeiences 
from the trance of guilt— 4o warn the inno- 
cent 
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cent of meditated injury* or to drag forth 
to public infamy, and exemplary punifh- 
ment the crimes which, involved in the black 
intricacies of refined fubtilty, lie impervious 
ta the ken of human penetration." 

" On thefe fpeculative points," faid Fa- 
ther Francis, <c every man is undoubtedly at 
liberty to form his own judgment, and the 
inveftigation of them may be of no real 
confequence to mankind : only, methinks* 
it were better to discountenance opinions on 
which fuperftition has already ere&ed a 
fuperftrudkuie at once fo gloomy and fo 
ludicrous. But," be continued* looking 
towards the cafemtat, " the moon is now 
rifen ; I muft return to the Convent." 

" Surely, Father," laid Eglantine, with a 
look of apprehenfion, " you will not think 
ef traverfing the wilds of that frightful 
foreft by yourfelf ?" 

« Why not, my child t Thofe who fear 
not fpeftres* ftldom fee them. I am of the 
flumber of thofe who entertain no apprehen- 
sions of thole vifionary beings* How flight 

is- 
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is the link' uhich cbnncAs me tomy prefent 
ftate of exiftence ! I confider myfelf as 
ftanding perpetually on the verge of the 
invifible world, and I feel no relu&ance to 
the idea of holditog con vcrfe with my future 
fp j ritual affoctates. How beautifully the 
moon rifes from behind that wooded, cliff!" 
continued* the - Malik 1 " with that filver 
lamp to guide, my footfteps, and this," 
grafping his ftafF, " to fupport them, 
what have I to fear ?" 

" Oh Father, nothing!" (aid Eglantine : 
* c a foul fo purified from every earthly ftain, 
has in itfelf a more bright illumination than 
that which now pours its ftreams of filver 
radiance from the eaft !" 

" This is enttiufiafm," faid the Monk $ 
c< and enthufiafm is no lefs dangerous than 
fuperftition— it is indeed its parent/* 

As Eglantine attended him to the door, 
he turned* and uttered a fhort but fervent 
" *pniyer for her. 

"My 
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<c My child," faid he in a low voice, 
c< preferve, if poffible, the compofure of 
your mind. Let not your reafon be ira- 
pofed on by falfe appearances, nor your fpirit 
depreffed by fuperftitious fears. Above all, 
place your affiance in the paternal prote&ion 
of your Heavenly Guardian, and depend on 
the unalienable attachment of a friend 
who, with ceafelefs vigilance, will endeavour 
to protect your innocence and peace/' 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 



« Patida,«&ngue, e fbtgottita in atto 
*« Loipavcnto e'l dolor 1'avca rkratto." 

Tasso. 



" NOT afraid of ghofts V faid Hugo, 
looking after the Monk with an air of infinite 
contempt, " I wifli a parcel of them would 
waylay him in the foreft, and maul him as 
unmercifully as they did a grandmother's 
uncle's fon of mine, to punifli him for hi* 
infidelity and new-faQiioned principles !" 

The Lady Geneviora eagerly enquired 
vol. ii. p into 
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into the circum'ftances alluded to by the 
Prieft, and was regnled vuth a tale of fuch 
fingular abfurdity as might have been 
cxpe&ed from the chara&er of the relator. 
Her Lady (hip produced another which nearly 
emulated its folly and improbability. 

One tale recalled another to recollection. 
The Baron repeated feveval, abounding in 
various circumftances of horror, and authen- 
ticated I y the teftimony of witneffes rhe mod 
rcfpeftable ; whilft the moon, now rifen far 
above the horizon, and half obfeured by 
clouds, threw her languid luftre full on the 
cafementsof the falcon, which uere often 
fliaken by the faint blaft that fwept the naked 
branches of the foreft. At the conclufion 
of every .tale our little circle drew clofer 
round the glowing embers of a great wood 
fire, and De Courcy prefled nearer to the 
#fie of his Eglantine. 

€€ In the generality of thefe tales/* (aid 
Ignatius, " the vifitations of departed fpirits 

are 
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tire afligned to caufcs fo frivolous and inade- 
quate, that it is not wonderful they (hould 
provoke the fcpff of incredulity. Difgufted 
with the ridiculous extravagance of the 
ftories which are generally believed and 
circulated amongft the vulgar, I was not 
long fince of the number of thofe who deride 
the fuppofed exiftence of fuch vifionary 
vifitants ; but a folemn circumftanca which 
fell under my own immediate obfefvation, 
and in which, though not a principal, I 
was obliged to take an aftive part, (truck 
my mind with a kind of remorfe for its 
former infidelity, and enforced convidtion of 
that myfterious agency which no finite 
intelligence can fully comprehend." 

The little circle turned their eyes on 
Ignatius with eager curiofity as he thus 
proceeded:— 

iC I was fome years fince commiffioned by 

the Convent to which I belonged at B >logna, 

to go to Genoa for the purpofe of colle&mg 

f a fome 

• 
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fbrne valuable effefts that bad been be- 
queathed to our Society by a Jew, who, 
foftfcned by divine grace, had become the 
profclyte of one of our order. 

<c A few days previous to that which was 
fixed for my departure, I received a letter 
from a lady, with whofe family I had been 
intimately and long acquainted, entreating 
me to vifit her immediately. I was not 
negligent in obeying the fummons,* and 
defired the bearer of the billet to condu<3: 
me to the refidence of his Lady. I was much 
Yurprifed to find Signora Hortenfia Martini, 
the defcendant of a noble family, whom I 
had once been accuftomed to behold encircled 
with all the voluptuous luxury of wealth 
and pride, now the obfcure inhabitant of a 
little mean manfion fituatcd in the mod 
deferted fuburbs of the city. I knew (he 
had difgraced and offended her family by an 
union with a young merchant, who, in every 
ipftance, independent of his birth and his 
profeffion, was worthy the preference (he 
bellowed on him; but as he was* opulent, 

this 
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this circumftance did not account for hcl* 
altered fortunes. She read in my counte- 
nance the fentiments of compaffion fo fad a 
change excited. 

4 Yes, Father,' faid (he, € I have indeed 
fuifered a fevere reverie of fortune, but 
think not the tears I Ihed flow from any 
regret of ah opulence, of which, on account 
of thefe little ones alone, I lament the 
deprivation P 

" She pointed as (he fpoke to three lovely 
children, who fondly clung around her, and, 
with the engaging endearments of infantine 
tendernefs, ftrove to mitigate her diftrefs. 

4 You know/ refumed Hortenfia, c how 
greatly my union with Anfelmo Dalmonte— 
an union in which I confulted the (imple 
diftates of nature and affe&ion, irritated the 
felfifh pride of my family. The hatred of "my 
refentful and arrogant brothers purfued my 
hufband with unrelenting bittemefs. I often 
feared it would bring him to an untimely 
f 3 - grave 5 
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grave; and whatever commercial advantages 
his refidence in this city might afford him, I 
befought him with tears to facrifice them to 
4 my peace, .and to quit a country, where 
the anxiety of my fears, though their fug~ 
geftions might be chimerical, fuffered me 
not to enjoy one moment's tranquillity. 

c .My hufband, though uninfluenced bjr 
the fears which inceffantly preyed on my 
fpirits> indulgent even to my weaknefs, 
yielded, though relu&antly, to my wifbes. 
In the defign of feeking with his family that 
peace in fome diftant province, which the 
refe ntment of my relations, or rather, per- 
haps, my own unhappy infirmity, forbade 
him to enjoy in his native city, he deter- 
mined to remove to Genoa, where he hoped 
to eftablifh himfelf in an advantageous line 
of commerce. Commerce he loved; and 
the liberal expanfion of his mind taught him 
to confider it as more truly honourable than 
that indolent apathy of misjudging pride, 
which degrades the character h is intended 
to ennoble* 

. 4 Having 
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f Having converted a 1 mo ft all bis effefts to 
mone), and provided himtelf with bills of 
exchange, he quitted me with a thoufand 
endelaririgprofeflions of eternal remembrance*, 
and promifes of fending for me and thefe 
dear infants, whom he bathed in tears of 
paternal regret, as foon as he fbould have 
time to prepare for our reception. That 
laft interview fcemed clouded with a pre- 
fentiment of fome thing dreadful ; but 
when I refle&ed that it was in compliance 
with my own wifhes this journey was under- 
taken, I felt my oppofitioa would come too 
iate, and fuffcred him to depart, I con* 
fented to a ieparation which was doomed to 
be eternal! Oh Father!' continued Hor- 
tenfia, burfting into a violent pafliori of tears, 
€ Dalmonte is dead!— he has been mur- 
dered, and whether he has fallen a vidim 
to the avarice of ftrangers, or tathe treachery 
of relation*.— —Oh, the idea is too horrible r 

€ But on what* reafon, my daughter/ 
faid I, * do you found this .terrible iup- 
pofition ?• 

F 4 « Alas I f 
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* € Alas !* replied Hqrtenfia, c I know too 
well the faithful heart of my Anfefmo, to 
believe that, if in being, he would have 
ceafed to live for me and for his children f 
On his journey he wrote to me from every 
ftage : on his arrival at Genoa he wrote } — 
here, 9 {he continued, taking a paper 
from her bofom, 'here is the laft fad proof 
of my Anfelmo's affedion !' 



THE LETTER. 



" Though almoft finking under fatigue, 
and furrounded with the difagreeahle buftle 
of an inn, I fnatch a moment to inforn my 
ever dear Hortenfia of my fafe arrival at 
Genoa. May th s city be more propitious 
to our happinefs than our native Bologna 
has been \ — At prefent unconnected with it 
by any interefting tie of friendlhip, or bond 
of confanguinity, it feems to me more 
dreary than a wildernefs j but I have been 

fo 
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fa fortunate as already to find an acquaint- 
ance, to whofe houfe I am preparing to 
remove : there I hope to feel more at eafe, 
and to be able. to (hake off this uncomfort- 
able gloom which fo heavily opprefles my 
ipirits 5 yet, I feel it will never be entirely 
diflipated till 1 embrace my Hortenfia and 
our lovely infants. Adieu ! I commit you 
to the prote&ion of the Almighty and his 
holy angels ! 

" ANSELMO DALJUONTE. 

c< t have been obliged to leave my faith- 
ful Paulo, who has been feized with an ague, 
at a village forty leagues from hence ; but I 
hope he will be able to follow me with my 
baggage in a few days/' 



c This letter,* refumed Hortenfia, c is 

the laft I have received from Anfelmo ; nor 

have I ever afterwards heard the llighteft 

information refpe&ing his deftiny. In a 

F 5 week 
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week from the date of this letter, I received 
another from Paulo, that old and faithful 
domeftic, who, when fufficiently recovered,, 
had followed his matter to Genoa, with the 
baggage left in his care. On his arrival in 
that city, he eafily found the inn where 
Anfelmo had flopped ; but the hoft informed 
him that he had only remained there to take 
fome refrefhment, and write a letter, and 
had immediately departed with a ftranger of 
mean appearance, who carried for him a 
fmall portmanteau, and with whom he had 
iomc converfation in Spanifb — a language 
. which the hod did not underftand. 

' Paulo, after continuing to make a mod 
diligent but fruitlefs ftarch for his mailer for 
three days, applied to the magiftracy* The 
innkeeper and his people were examined » 
but the h&y as he had already dated it, 
was corrobated by the testimonies of fo many 
witnefles, that his innocence admitted not of 
doubt. Paulo, , wearied at length with his 
fruidefs and hopelefe refearches, returned to 
4 me 
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me with the fatal intelligence. We knew 
that the (mail portmanteau mentioned by 
the innkeeper, contained in cafh, jewels, 
and bills of exchange, almoft all the pro* 
perty of my hufband. He had faid that he 
was on the point of removing to the hdbfe 
of an old acquaintance: — what room re* 
mained then to doubt that he had been 
deceived and decoyed by a fpecious (hew of 
friendfhip and hofpitality, and, with the 
unfufpicious confidence of friend (hip, had 
run with inadvertent ftep into the deadly 
pitfid? — But by whom has k been dug? 
Has Dalov nte fallen the accidental prey of 
murderous avarice > 01 the predefined vidim 
ot implacable revenge ? This horrible fecrcl 
yet fleeps in the darknefs of futurity t Mean- 
time, Oh Father 1 conceive, for I cannot 
defcribe> rgy fufferings— perfecuted by a 
family who, inftead of confoling my forrows, 
triumph with barbarous exultation in my 
misfortunes— -abandoned by the former friends 
of *my pfofperity— dripped, by the unpity- 
ing creditors of my hufband, of the final! 
f 6 remaining 
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remaining property which he had not con- 
verted to money, and wafted by the (erife 
of anguifh which preys inceffantly on my 
foul ! — Yet a ftill deeper gulph of mifery 
opens before me, and I anticipate with 
unfpeakable horror the 'hour which (hall 
witnefs the entire confumption of the (lender 
^pittance which yet remains unfpent— whea 
even this roof, mean as it is, will be no 
longer allowed to (belter my infant orphans I* 

" I endeavoured," continued Ignatius, 
" to footh this unfortunate widow, whom I 
knew to be fenfible and pious , yet what 
motive* of confolation could I urge in a 
fituation fo eminently deplorable ? Every 
human comfort (eemed precluded by the 
magnitude of her calamity, and no rhetoric 
of mine could fugged better than her own 
piety thofe motives of religious refignation 
wliLh may (often, but cannot obliviate the 
fenfe of human anguifh, 

• I accidentally learned your intended 

journey 
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journey to Genoa/ faid Hortenfia, € and 
this circumftance, trifling as it may appear, 
revives my extinguifhed hopes. Men of 
your facred chara&er-have frequently oppor- 
tunities of developing myfteries impenetrable 
to others. The horrors attendant on the 
awful crifis of approaching diflblution have 
been oftea known to wring fecrets of dread- 
ful import from the hardened hearts of the 
moft impenitent. The hand of Providence 
may guide you in your refearches ;— furely 
its awful counfels will be juftified to man- 
kind, and the murderers of my hufband 
brought to public and exemplary punilh* 
ment !'— • 

c< I folemnly promifcd the unhappy Hor- 
tenfia to jcxert my utmoft diligence in 
endeavouring to difcover the perpetrators of 
the crime Ihe had but too much.reafon to 
believe had been committed. 

" A few days after this converfation I 
departed on my miffion, and arrived in 
Genoa, Amongft the perfons with whom, 

whilft 
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whilft in that city, I became necefiariiy 
acquainted in thecourfe of my tranfk&ions, 
was the Signor Carfini, a merchant of very 
coofiderable property and eminence. Having 
very fufficiently enriched his family , it was 
now become his ambition to aggrandize it & 
and having belt owed on his eldeft ton Alonzo 
a diflinguifhed education, he had fent him 
intoTufcany, of which country he was him- 
ielf a native, to ferve in the armies of the 
Grand Duke. Exa&ly at the period when 
I vifited Genoa* the young Alonzo alio 
returned from Florence, impatient to em- 
brace a family from which he had been 
feparated three years. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



«• In age they <fiffer, but they join fn heart.** 

Paenbli* 

€< AT was my happinefs to be favoured with 
the partial efteem of this refpeftable family > 
and the young Alonzo in particular treated 
me with a confidence and affeftion which, 
confidering the difparity of our years, and 
the diffimilarity of our profeffions and cha- 
rafters, feeraed fomewhat extraordinary. I 
paired all my leifure hours in the houfe of 
Signor Carfini; and every interview in- 
creafed the fatisfaftion which Alonzo evi- 
dently received from my converfation, whilft 
the Signor was pleafed with, and encouraged 
an intimacy, which he poffibly imagined 

might 
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might conduce to the improvement of his 
fon, and prevent him from being led, by the 
diflipation of idlenefs, to form eonne&ions of 
a more dangerous tendency. 

" I was not unmindful of my promifes to 
Hortenfia, and entreated my new friends to 
affift my enquiries, which they willingly 
acceded to ; but it avails nothing to repeat 
exertions which produced not the flighted 
effedt. Defpairing of fuccefs, I infenfibly 
defifted from my efforts, when, by events 
the moft extraordinary, the myftery of 
iniquity was revealed, and the facred ways 
of Providence vindicated to the world. 

" The young Alonzo and 1 " frequently 
took long walks into the country. As we 
were returning to the city one evening later 
than ufual, we had fcarcely reached the 
fuburbs, when we were overtaken by a violent 
ftorm of rain and thunder. 

€ Luckily,* laid Alonzo, c we are near 
a place of refuge. I have an aunt who 
inhabits this quarter; herhoufe isjuft by. 9 

« We 
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f< We fpon reached a handfome building, 
and Alonzo introduced me to the lady and 
her family, with whofe eafy politenefs I was 
much pleafed. 

" As the ftorm continued with increafing 
violence, Signora Perlotto, who was a widow, 
proppfed to us to pafs the night at her 
houfe, and offered to difpatch a meflenger 
to Signor Carfini, left the ftorm and our 
abfence fhould excite his apprehenfion. 
• 

4 What,' replied the young foldier, 
laughing, * would you wifli my friend and me 
to expofe ourfelves to the perils we may en- 
counter in this manfion ofyour's, which fame 
reports to be moft unmercifully haunted ?' 

* My family and 1/ replied the lady, 
€ have inhabited it for a year without receiv- 
ing any perfonal injury/ 
. c That is to fay,' returned Alonzo in the 
fame tone, * that the goblins who infeft 
this houfe have not yet arrived at fuch a 
pitch of infolence as to pinch or buffet you/ 

« Ther* 
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'■« There was. a time/ returned the lady, 
with a ferious fmile, € when 1 coafidered 
fubjefts of ttiis nature in the fame ludicrous 
light that you do, and treated them with the 
lame levity/ 

' But thofe % no<3:urnal gentry have con- 
vinced you of your error, and taught you to 
treat them with more consideration/ 

4 Poffibly they have/ 

* I perceive/ returned A'onzo, « you 
are rather referved on this fufctjeft, and I 
commend your circumfpeft ion when I reflect 
that iome of thefc invifible iprites may be 
eavefdropping at this moment * and pG*5» 
fcly revenge on you at night any expreffions 
derogatory to their dignity which you may 
Utter in the day/ 

• 1 confefs/ replied the lady, « this is a 
fubjeft which I do not like to hear lightly 
fpoken of. I (ha!l expofe myfelf to your 
ridicule by acknowledging that the uncom- 
mon noifes by which this houfe is diftur bed, 
have terrified me intoa relolution of quitting 
it; notwithftanding my finding it in every 

other 
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other inftance extremely fuitable and con- 
venient. I will not repeat the tales related 
by my fervants* we all know the magnifying, 
or rather creative powers of ignorance and 
fuperftition. I at firft treated thefe ftories 
with the contempt I fuppofed they merited; 
but when fome of my fervants were a&ually 
driven by terror from my dwelling, and that 
I found it almoft impoifible to fupply their 
places with others, the fear of being lefc 
alone in this folitary houfe compelled me to 
give attention to a grievance. Which, how- 
ever ideal the caule in which it originated, 
was now become a matter of ferious im- 
portance. 

* I determined one night to watch with 
my family ; and for this purpofe, after hav- 
ing myfelf fearched the houfe with the 
ftriftcft exaftnefs, and feen all the doors and 
windows barred, I colle&ed every individual 
of my houfehold— even cats and dogs were 
admitted to the affembly, in the large 
chamber which opens to the long gallery at 
tUe top of the grand ftaircafe. 

•At 
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• At twelve we entered this apartment. 
Not a breath of air was heard ; the mod 
profound quiet for fome time prevailed in 
the houfe j — this was nothing more than I 
expe&ed, and my ftrong inclination to fleep 
was not banifhed by any uneafy apprehenfion. 
Inclined to indulge this propenfity, I was 
beginning to think of diimiffing my com- 
panions to their refpedtive apartments, when 
my attention was aroufed by hearing the 
folding doors which are at the foot of the 
ftaircafe, diftinftly opened, though I had 
myfelf carefully barred them, and fome 
perfon afcend the flairs with a light but 
flow ftep.' 

€ And had none of your companions 
courage to open the door, and endeavour to 
detedt the impoftor ?' faid Alonzo. 

* We had no foldier amongft us/ re- 
plied Signora Perlotto ; * we were, indeed, 
deprived of motion, and gazed on each 
other in fpeechlefs aftonifliment, whilft we 
heard the continuing footfteps pafs clofe by 
the door, andrefound in echoes through the 

gallery, 
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gallery, faint in proportion to their diftance, 
till the door at the farther end of the gallery 
opened, and flowly clofed again ; when, as 
we fuppofed, the being, whether mortal or 
Ipiritual, had entered the chamber it be- 
longed to. To add to my amazement, I 
had myfelf locked that door with the others 
in the fame range, and the keys lay before 
me on the table. 

€ My children arid domeftics dropped on 
their knees, whilft I continued in a kind of 
ftupor, in which aftonifhment feemed more 
prevalent than terror. For half an hour an 
awful ftillnefs reigned throughout the man- 
Con, when the door of the chamber again 
opened and clofed ; we heard the founds of 
the approaching footfteps in the gallery ; 
and I fancied I could even diftinguifti the 
flowing of filk robes, which feemed tofveep 
the flairs as they defcended. The door 
into the hall again opened and clofed : a r ter« 
wards all was quiet and filent as the grave. 

* I lay nothing/ added Signora Perlotto, 
■ c of my own fenfations ; 1 have fluted the 

faft 
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faft (imply as it occurred, and leave you to 
make your own animadverfions.' 

€ I confefs it appears an extraordinary 
one,* faid Alonzo ; * yet I cannot forbear 
fufpedting it to originate in fome confpiracy 
atn< ngft your lervants P 

4 The fame idea crofled my mind/ faid 
the ltdy ; * but the wild borror~ exhibited 
in their countenances and geftures on the 
night I have delcribed, would have fuffi- 
ciently convinced me of their innocence, 
had I even had caufc to fufpedt it. When 
this difpicion uas reje&ed, another prefented 
itfelf to my mind. 1 hold this houfe on 
very moderate terms ; fome interefted and 
wicked perfon, who wifhed 'to obtain pof- 
feffion of it, by rendering my abode in it 
intolerable, might hope to induce me to 
part with it, which I (hall certainly do at a 
confidtrable lofs. Yet who, to obtain an 
end fo inadequate, would recur to means not 
only inceffantly toilfomc, but certainly preg- 
nant with danger ?' 

* As to danger/ replied the young fol- 

dier, 
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tKer, laughing, * not much, I believe, is to 
be apprehended from the prowefs of the 
myrmidons by whom you are furrounded. 
But, my good aunt, what you have related 
has inspired me with an infurmountable 
inclination to eflay this perilous adventure, 
and I am determined to Deep this night (if 
permitted by this iupernatural vifitant to 
ileep) in that very chamber which he-reforts 
to at the end of the gallery/ 

** Signora Perlotto turned pataat this de- 
termination, and warmly, but vainly oppofed 
it. I offered to be the companion of 
Alonzo's watch ; but this he abfolutely 
refufed. However, we compromifed the 
difference by ftipulating that I (hould flecp 
in an adjoining chamber, which communi- 
cated by a door with that which he was 
refolved to occupy. 

u The riece&ry arrangements being made, 
andAlonzo having provided himfelf with 
loaded piftols and a ftiletto, about midnight 

the 
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the lady conduftcd us to our apartments, and 
bidding us farewel, not without fome mix- 
ture of uneafinefs, retired to the oppofite 
wing of the building, where (he and her 
family had been latterly accuftomed to 
repofe. 



CHAP. XV. 



4 I APPROVE the fancy of the goblin/ 
faid Alonzo, looking round him ; 4 this 
chamber is one of the mod pleafant and 
commodious of the building. It is vex- 
atious that this good woman, whofe circum- 
ftances are not opulent, fhould be driven 
from fo fuitable a habitation by fome fecrec 

fcheme 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ACCUSING SPIftlf* 12* 

Jfchetafc of villany, of which the motive 
feems at prefent incomprehttifible. I don't 
expert to be difturbed to-night : the fervanta 
faw my arms, and affifted me to charge them ; 
the ghoft, whoever he is, will not want 
information of this cfrcumftance. But the 
repofe I expeft to enjoy will corroborate my 
fufpicion of treachery, and we may confult 
at our leifure^fome more certain and fecret 
method of detection** 

* c t continued fome time in converfatioit 
with Alonzcs whofe fufpicions I felt ftrongly 
inclined to adopt. Before we fepdrated, we 
locked both our chambers on the, infide* 
leaving open the door of communication. I 
then retired to my allotted chamber, and 
threw nfyfelf on my bed in my clothes* 
Alonzo fat down to read ; he fpoke to me 
at intervals, and I replied j till, overcome 
with the fatigue of the unufhally long walk 
I had taken, I funk into a deep deep, in, 
which I continued till arpufed by the repetfc 
tion of my name. I ftarted from my flumbef* 
and beheld a figure hanging over me, which 

vol. n. e imagination 
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imagination might have eafily transformed 
to that of a ghaftly fpe&re. It was Alonzo 
who ftood by my fide with a taper in his 
hand ; his countenance was overfpread with 
livid palenefs, his hair ftood erett, his eyes 
feemed ftarting from their fockets, and his 
frame (hook with convulfive tremors. 

" Struck with the cfrara&ers of horror (b 
vifibly impreffed on his appearance, I uttered 
fome fudden ejaculations of amazement ; 
and perceiving him ready to fink to the 
earth, arofe to fupport him. I led him 
into the adjoining apartment, where I 
obliged him to fwallow fome of the wine 
which the lady had ordered to be provided 
for our refreshment, 

* I have been accuftomed to fcenes of 
bloodihed and difmay !' faid Alonzo, fud- 
denly recovering his utterance ; € my eyes 
have been (hocked by the deadly devafta- 
' tions of war— my ears have been aflailed by 
the piercing (Tirieks of human mifery i — But 
fach a fpeftacte of horror as I * have this 
jiight witnefled Hark!* he con- 
tinued, 
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ttnued, looking wildly towards the door, 
c did you not hear a found in the gallery ?* 

" It was long ere Alonzo could affume 
compofure to give me the following extra- 
ordinary relation ;— 

c Perceiving your inclination to fleep,* 
laid Alonzo, ' I ceafed to importune you 
with converfation, apd began to read with, 
attention, till feeling fomewhat weary, I 
threw myfelf on my bed. Light flumbers 
at intervals deceived my fenies ; my ideas 
wandered from the prefent fcene, till recalled 
to a recolle&ioh of my fituation by a diftant 
noife, which appeared to be that of the 
unbarring of a door. Signora Perlotto's 
relation inftantly recurred to my memory : 
I darted, and railing myfelf on my left arm, 
liftened with deep attention. The founds 
increafed precifely as Signora Perlotto had 
defcribed them. I heard the footfteps 
advancing along the gallery in a pace flowly 
folemn ;— - ftill fupporting myfelf on my left 
c 2 arm, 
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arm, I caught one of the piflols which lay 
on the bed befide me, but Felt myfelf feized 
with an indefcribable fenfation, which allowed 
me not ftrength to rife from it. The door, 
though we had carefully locked it, flew open : 
a figure ehtered^-it was that of a man, tall, 
pale, and habited in a morning robe of blue 
Venetian fatin. It croffed the chamber, 
9nd {talked to that part of it which is 
oppofite to the foot of the bed \ it turned 
towards me, and eroding the arms, flood 
for fome minutes in a mufing attitude. 
Conceive the aftonilhment with which I con- 
templated this Agure, which flemed to be 
that of a man of thirty ; the long pale coun- 
tenance was (haded by dark difhevelled hair, 
but its expreflion was more forrowful than 
terrifying. It raifed its eyes to me with 
a ftedfaft but melancholy compofure, whilft 
mine continued rrvettcd -on k with the 
fhipid gaze of amazement. The counte- 
nance with which it regarded me was more 
adapted to infpire compaffion, than toimprefs 
terror: I felt the piftol drop from my hand. 

The 
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The figure raifed its right hand from its 
breaft, and gently waved it towards the 
door. 1 ftarted from my bed, and ftood 
upright. It advanced three paces ; then 
flopping, it regarded me with an air of 
willful and imploring folicitude. Again it 
turned towards the door, waving its hand 
to rpe to follow. 

* No longer doubting that the being 
before me was fupernatural, and believing 
it to be delegated by the Almighty to 
accomplish fome folemn purpofe of his 
mjfterious providence, I thought it would 
be impiety to endeavour to'counteraft the 
impulfes it wifhed to infpire, and feeling 
myfelf fuddenly endued with a fortitude 
that feemed fuperhuman, I advanced to the 
table, and with my left hand feizing a light} 
whilft I grafped my ftiletto in my right, 
I boldly prepared to follow my vifionary 
conductor, who appeared to confider my 
movements with melancholy complacency. 
It glided before me through the gallery, 
down ^he ftaircafe, and through the hall, 
o 3 from 
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from whence 1 continued to follow it 
through a long narrow paflage, at the end 
of which was a ftaircafe that led to the 
vaults beneath the houfe, I call a glance 
into the dark deep abode I was invited to 
explore ; — the idea of defcending into thefe 
fubterranean receffes with a fpedre arifen 
from the grave, fuddenly called to my ima* 
ginatlon images of fupernatural horror. 
I flopped. The phantom, which hovered on 
the edge of the ftaircafe, turned and 
obferved me with an expreflion of anxiety 
ftill more melancholy and paffionatc, I 
looked backwards, as if inclined to retreat ; 
it littered a deep figb. I felt- my fortitude 
jrevive ; aad fervently recommending myfelf 
to the protection of the holy Saints, I 
determined to purfue the apparition, Ihould 
it even conduct me to the dark center of 
the earth ! 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVK 



€ I FOLLOWED the fpedlre/ continued 
-Alonzo, - ( down the deep ftone ftaircafe, 
and through feveral vaults, till we arrived in 
that which feemed to be the moft obfcure 
and diftant. Having reached the remoteft 
part of this diftnal recefs, it flopped, and 
turning towards me, regarded me fixedly 
for a moment, then looked downwards, as 
if it wilhed me to remark the particular 
fpot it flood on, I obferved it was covered 
with al^rge bluifh flag. The fpeftre con- 
tinued to regard me with an expreffion of 
which, words can convey no adequate idea, 
whilfl I flood awaiting in breathlefs expect- 
ation the cataflrophe of this flrange and 
awful fummons : then uttering a deep groan* 
g 4 the 
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the phantom damped on the fpot it flood 
on, and fuddenly throwing back its head, 
difcovered a wide and frightful gafh in the 
throat ; and whilft I continued to gaze on it, 
it feemed, like the vifionary tints of the 
rainbow, to melt and mingle With the fur- 
rounding atmofphere, till it utterly faded 
from my view. 

' 1 remained for fome moments/ con- 
tinued Alcnzo, * fixed and frozen in the 
torpor of terrified amazement. An event 
fo horrible, fo unexpected, fo utterly repug- 
nant to every argument my reafon had 
hitherto adopted, fubverted for a period the 
operation of my thinking faculties. 1 
fcarcely know, I cannot recoiled how I * 
returned from that fcene of more than 
fcpulchral gloom and horror ; and even now 
I am tempted, by the confufion of my ideas, 
to doubt the reality of the furrounding 
obje&s. Perhaps,* he continued, calling a 
vacant flare around him, € perhaps thefe 
apartments, this furniture, perhaps even you, 
Father Ignatius, arc but the offspring of 

fevered 
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fevered fancy, that the recent fcene of 
horror is but the fearful illufion of a dream ; 
and that on awaking, I (hall find myfelf 
repofing tranquilly beneath rny father's 
roof/ 

" Alonzo," continued Ignatius, cc funk 
into a deep reverie ; but his agitated features 
(till confeffed tie perturbation of his fpirit. 
I acknowledge I was almoft inclined to 
believe that the ftrange and fearful circum- 
ftances he had related, had been the coinage 
of his own diftempered imagination, during 
aflumberof which he had been unconfeious. 

" I perfuaded him to throw himfelf on 
the bed; but the perturbation of his mind: 
admitted not of x repofe. By degrees he 
became more tranquil and collefted ; and 
in proportion as his reafon refumed its - 
afcendency, the reality of the fads he had 
repeated feemed to become more decidedly* 
afcertained to his own convi&ion* 

€ Much as I have fuffered by this- adven~ 

tare/ faid he, € convinced that it muft 

g. 5 lead. 
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lead to forne important difcovery, I am far 
from regretting the part I have afted in it. 
Yet metbinks I perceive in your counte- 
nance fome fymptoms of incredibility. See, 
the dawn of the morning gleams through 
the curtains ; come with me, and I wiH 
convince you : I will lead you through the 
paflages I have defcribed, and which till 
this night I have never feen or hfeard of.' 

u I followed Alonzo ; we defcended the 
ftaircafe, travcrfed the hall, and entered the 
long narrow paflagc he had defcribed to me, 
at the end of which we found the narrow 
ftone ftairs. He cafl. a look of terror down 
the gloomy defcent j a fudden (huddering' 
feized him* 

* You are now convinced/ faid he; 
grafping my arm, € Come, let us quit thefe- 
gloomy iteceffess this night we will return 
and explore their fatal myfteries ; meantime,, 
till we have witneffed the conclufion of this 
adventure,, let us keep.it a. profound fecret. 

Com© 
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Come into the gardens, — the air may refrefh 
me ; I muft prepare to meet Signora Per- 
lotto with my accuftomed cheerfulnefs.' 

<c As we walked, we arranged our plan o( 
operation. The lady, whofe anxiety, on our 
account had fuffered her t©< enjoy but little 
repofe, foon perceived us from her- window,, 
and immediately joined us. She , eagerly 
enquired how we had reded. I rp lied 
that my fleep had been profound, and 
Alonzo allured, her that his had not been 
broken.- 

c Yet,' faid the lady with an arr of difr 
truft, c * as I was too folieitous on your 
account to reft, diftant as my apartment is* 
T more than once imagined I heard uncom- 
mon noifes !' 

c But you muft recoiled,' faid Alonzo,. 
'* that the reft of a foldier is> not eafily 
hroken. I have been accuftomed to fleep- 
on the bare earth, and have enjoyed falutary 
repofe whilft the bombs and cannons have- 
thundered around me, and- threatened to* 
g 6 croft* 
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crufti the roof that (hcltercd me ; judges 
then what impreffion the light ftep of your 
airy vifitant was likely to make on fuck 
organs as mine ! Yet one circumftance 
engenders a fufpicion that he has beerv 
playing his accuftomed pranks. I recoiled 
having locked my chamber-door at night ; 
yet, to my furprife,. found k open in the 
morning/ 

" Signora Perlotto appeared alarmed* 

• Why that look of terror ?— Yovt lee 
your fprite has treated me with great civility * 
but as this circumftance, whatever may be 
its caufe, has ftrongly excited our curiofity* 
this good Father and. I are determined to* 
watch again to-night with greater vigilance/ 

*' We then agreed to return before fupper,, 
and bade the lady ferewei. When we 
reached home, I perfuaded Alonao to take 
a fleepy potion, by meaps ok which he 
enjoyed fome hours* repofe, and awoke 
wfrefhed, and comparatively tranquil. 

CHAP. 
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J\T the appointecThour we returned to* 
the houfe of Signora Perlotto, accompanied^ 
by a ftout fpirited fellow, a Florentine, the 
favourite doraeftic of Albnzo, to whom we 
partially confided our plan. Alonzo, under 
pretence of wanting clothes to drefs at an 
early hour on the following day, lent by this 
perfon a portmanteau, in which we had 
concealed pickaxes and fome other imple- 
ments, which we judged we; fliould find. 
Mceflary to affirm the completion of our 
defigrn 

« At 
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" At twelve we retired to our apartments, 
accompanied by the Florentine. 

c You have heard, Giovani r ' faid Alonzo, 

• that our bufinefs to-night is to keep watch 
for a ghoft, who is faid to infeft thefe 
apartments V 

c Yes, Signor/ returned Giovani r 

* and it is a fervice I don't at all like to be 
preffed into. I (hould have no obje&ion to- 
tilting a little with the living j but as to 
your ghofts and goblins, of whom the 
fervants have been telling me fuch frightfur 
hiftories ' 

4 Thefe are chimeras/ faid Alonzo;> 
f the fecret which I have to cutruft you-, 
with is important. The truth is, that* 
Signora Perlotto has received information 
of a treafupe which lies concealed in a certain - 
vault belonging to this raanfion ; and as fhe 
could not entruft a fecret of fuch moment, 
to the difcretion of any of the.perfons who • 
furround her, (he has. devolved on me the 

important- 
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important office of this fearch, in which it 
will be your bufinefs to affift.' 

" As to rooting up pots of money* 
Giovani laid . that might be a pleafanfr 
employment enough ; but as to engaging- 
in any kind of conflict with ghofts, that was 
not the part of any layman whatever > and 
that if his dear matter would follow hid* 
advice, he would remove to fome lefs ob- 
noxious part of the manfion, and leave: 
thofe fpiritual gentry to the management of. 
his Reverence here, (meaning me), who being, 
an ecclefiaftic, undoubtedly knew how to 
keep them in order, and treat them as they 
deferved* 

* See, blockhead P faid Alonzo, opening 
the portmanteau, and exhibiting the tools, 
' are fpades and pickaxes fuitable weapons 
to combat ghofts with ? Come, drink ibme 
wine to infpire you with courage, and pre- 
pare to affift in our operations/ 

"la 
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u In about two hours, when all the family 
were at reft, we defcended with . as little 
noife as poffible, carrying with us the tools 
we had provided* We followed Albnzo> 
who, urged by the ardour of a ftrongly 
interefted curiofity, led the way with a firm 
ftep and undaunted courage. 

« We defcended to the vaults, and pafled 
through feveral till we came to one where 
Alonzo flopped, and darting at me a look 
foil of meaning, he held up the light he 
carried, and I diftin&ly perceived the broad 
blue flag he had defcribed. 

" I acknowledge my blood ran cold at this 
unequivocal confirmation of the circum- 
fiances he had. related. Pale and horror- 
ftruck for an interval, we gazed on each 
other in filence; then looked fearfully 
around, as if in apprehenfion of feeing the 
ghaftly fpe&re glide from fome obfcure- 
recefs of the gloomy cavern ; whilft the: 
young Tufcan, (truck with our emotion, 
regarded us by turns with looks of terror- 
and curiofity. 

« Corned* 
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* Come,' faid I, fearing the efFeft which 
the recolle&ion of the adventure of the 
preceding night might produce on the fpirits 
of Alonzo € come, it is time to begin 
our work/ 

* Yes,' faid Alonzo, fetting down his 
light, and feizinga mattock, ' it is time !-— 
Come, Giovani, the good Father will hold 
the lights for us whilft we work.' 

<c Giovani obeyed, though with evident 
diffidence and rehiftance. 

" The operation was not difficult. They 
railed the blue flag and fome others adjoin^ 
ing to it, and with (hovels dug away the 
earth beneath. They had already dug to 
the depth of four feet, and I began to 
doubt whether our refearches would lead to 
the difcovery we fo ardently fought, when 
the Florentine exclaimed that fome hard 
fubftance impeded his fpade. The fame 
circumftance occurred to Alonzo, though 
they flood fome feet afimder. On clearing 

away 
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away . the earth, (bme whitifh objeft was 
difcovcred ; and Giovani, throwing down 
his fpade, exclaimed in terror that he be- 
lieved ic was a corpfe in a winding-fheet ! 
Alonzo, as I leaned over the pit, darted at 
me a look which indicated the fame con* 
vi&ion. 

' Come/ faid 1, fetting down the lights* 
and leaping into the pit to affift them, 
* come, let us perfeverc in our efforts, let us 
trace to its iniquitous fource this dreadful 
myftery which the providence of the 
Almighty unfolds by means fo miraculous T 

" We difengagcd from the earth a large 
and heavy parcel that was wrapped in folds 
of linen, which, decayed by the damp of the 
e irth, had partly mouldered away* As we 
laid it on the ground, wc perceived that the 
linen was ftained with blood $ we opened it, 
and tound the body of a man, which appeared 
to have lain fome time in the ground, hut 

part 
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part of a robe of blue fatin, ia which it 
had been habited, (till remained entire. 



c 



Sefcl* cried Alonao, holding out this 
fragment with a look of unfpeakable horror ; 
" examine the body, Father* you will find 
the deadly wound/ 

" I did fo, and perceived that the wind- 
pipe had been completely fevered. 

i But to what does this difcovery lead l f 
faid Alonzo ; * here, indeed, are the mangled 
remains of an unfortunate who has fallen the 
vidtim of avarice or of cruelty ! But what 
indication have we received which may point 
out and bring to puni {hment the perpetrator 
of the bloody deed V 

" He (hook the linert as he fpoke, and a 
parcel dropped from it ^ — it was a large 
pocket-book. I eagerly opened it $ the firft 
words which ftruck my light was the name 
of Anfelmo Dalmonte in large charadters. 
Merciful Heaven ! the murdered body I 

beheld 
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beheld was that of the hufband of ike 
unfortunate Hortenfia— that hufband fo ten- 
derly lamented, and fo anxioufly and vainly 
fought for — a vi&im to the black treachery 
of interefted villany — deprived of the holy 
facraments of his Church, of the facred rites 
of Chriftian fepulture, lay mouldering m 
unconfecrated clay like the vileft malefactor ! 
I uttered a cry of grief and horror j and had 
not Alonzo and the Tufcan fuftained my 
(hivering limbs, I fliould have fallen into 
the pit from which we had juft raifed the 
mangled remains of the ill-fated Anfelmo. 

" Alonzo 4 to whom I had frequently men- 
tioned this unhappy perfon, inftantly con- 
ceived the occafion of my violent emotion 5 
and his adoring foul fympathized with mine., 
in acknowledging and revering the myfte- 
iious difpenfations of Almighty Providence. 

" More colle&ed than I, he examined the 
pocket-book, which, to my inexpreffible 
fatisfaftion, contained thofe bills of exchange 
which Hortenfia mentioned that her huf- 
band had obtained previous to his departure, 

and 
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-and which the traitors who murdered him, 
fearing that to negotiate them would lead 
to difcovery, had doubtlefs interred in the 
fame grave with their unfortunate proprietor, 
contenting themfelves with the rich booty 
which his jewels and fpecie had afforded 
them. On further examination, we alfo 
found a parcel of bloody clothes and a knife 
ttained with blood — the inftrument, doubt- 
lefs, with which the inhuman deed had been 
perpetrated. Thus had the murderers of 
Dalmonte configned to the earth every 
evidence of their atrocious crime, and, in 
the blindneft of human folly, vainly imagined 
they had fecured it from dete&ion, uncon* 
fcious of that all-pervading eye, whofe vigi- 
lance no fraudful fiibterfuges can elude — of 
that Almighty Power which could call the 
witneffes of their guilt from the black center 
of the earth, and even raife from the fleep 
of death the pale inhabitants of the grave to 
teftify againft the horrid crime of murder l" 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XVIIL 



iHE Monk paufed— the Attentive circld 
fouddered. Juft then the Cattle bell tolled 
one fingle folemn ftroke. They ftarted, 
and regarded each other in amazement. 

" Can it be the wind that (hakes it ?" laid 
the Baron. 

They heard another toll, and, after an 
awful interval, a third. 

" This is, this mutt be fupernatural V 9 
exclaimed Ignatius ; " thefe omens are the 
forerunners of fome folemn event." 

"A 
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xi A ftrange conclufion, methinks," faid 
De Courcy ; <c any one can ftrike a bell ! 
But on this point I can fatisfy myfelf by 
afcending to the battlements* If any inha- 
bitant of the air amufes itfelf by founding 
thefe folemn peals, it will have no occafion 
for the belUcord." 

He attempted to go, but Eglantine, pale 
and fhuddering, caught his arm, and pafli- 
onately conjured him not to expofe himfelf 
to danger. Whilft he warmly expoftulated 
with her on the weaknefs of her terrors, a 
fudden burft of thunder (hook the Caftle 
to its foundations/ and the cafements rat- 
tled violently with the cxplofion. 

" This isaftoniQiingl" faid De Cotrrcy, 
who had liftened in filent wonder. He 
haftily difengaged himfelf from Eglantine, 
and threw open one of the cafements ; he 
raUed his eyes to the ethereal arch, unsha- 
dowed by a fingle cloud : it glittered with 
innumerable fires. He turned towards the 

door, 
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door, but his tendernefs Recalled him to 
Eglantine, who, terrified and breathlefs, had 
funk on a couch* He fondly raifed her in 
his arms, and endeavoured to footh her 
fears* and animate her fpirits* v 

The Baron rung violently for lights, and 
the panic-ftruck domeftics rallied in a 
crowd to the faloon* 

Another peal of thunder now Jhook th* 
roafly walls of the building, whilft, as before 
the ferenity of the external atmofphere 
rendered the prodigy aftonifhing* not a 
breath difturbed* not a cloud overcaft tha 
firmament, except a few light Vapours which 
hovered round the moon's pale orb, and 
partially eclipfed her letting luftre. 

" Yes," faid the Mortk, darting from the 

folerfcn paufe of wonder, <c fome dread dif> 

'covery is at hand, Thefe jphoenomena are 

miraculous j when thus the common laws 
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of nature are violated, the awful portents 
arc not fent in vain." 

cc What you term a violation of the laws 
of nature," replied the Marquis, " may be 
no more than fome of her phoenomena, which 
appear aftonifhing only becaufe they are 
Angular." 

" I cannot avoid believing," faid the 
Baron, " that thefe terrific thunders forebode 
fome wondrous difcovery." 

*The manifeftation of my brother's mur- 
derers you undoubtedly imagine ; and^ did 
they (hroud their crimes beneath this roof, 
one might almoft imagine that thefe awful 
thunders were fent from on high to (hake 
their guilty fouls ! But where is their 
efficacy when direded againfl: the innocent ?" 

" Of the cpunfels of Psovidence," faid. 
Ignatius, " we may not prefume to judge." 

" True ; but we may avail ourfelves of 
the reafon with which it has endued us in 
the inveftigation of truth, and the detection 
of falfehood. My brother was a good man 

vol. 11. ' h whilft 
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whilft in this world ; he wifhed for and' 
endeavoured to promote the felicity of his 
brethren of mankind * and I hope and be- 
lieve that in the invifible world fome more 
dignified occupation has been appointed to 
his emancipated fpirit, than that of returning 
to this nether fphere capricioufly to Iport 
with the weaknefs entailed on humanity, 
and inflift this vifionary mi r ery on the per- 
fons, who, whilft he lived, were moft dear 
to him." 

Here a louder and longer peal of thunder 
feemed to roll in more tremendous murmurs 
through the vaulted roofs. of the fabric. 

" Hark J" faid Ignatius ; " the thunders 
of Heaven feem to reprove its violated 
roajefty." 

4< And by whom has its majefty been 
violated ?" faid De Courcy fiercely ; cc not 
furely by me ! — My Jove, my Eglantine, 
why thefe tremors ? Do you not lean on 

the 
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the faithful bofom of your De Courey ? 
Are you not prote&ed by his arms ? Oh 
Eglantine ! whilft thus 1 hold you fafe, and 
" encircled in my embrace, my foul experi- 
ences a fweet ferenity which no external 
circumftance feems pofleffed <£ power to 
difcompofei ,, 

But though De Courey had liftened to 
thofe alarming founds without any mixture 
of terror, they excited in his mind a pow- 
erful curiolky, mingled with a vas;ue fuf- 
picion of deceit. He wilhed ardently to 
explore inftantly every apa r tment of the 
Caftle j but his tendernefs for Eglantine 
reftrained the inclination. He ftiil fup- 
ported her in his arms, and endeavoured to 
footh her agitation with the fondeft endear* 
ment. She raifed her eyes to his with 
tender gratitude, and meeting the reproving 
glances of the Lady Geneviora, with timid 
blufhes {he haftily difengaged herfelf from 
his arms. 

h 2 The 
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The Baron and Ignatius continued to 
converfe on the prodigies of the night; 
but De Courcy paid no farther attention 
to their converfation : — all his thoughts 
were engroffed by Eglantine ; as he hung 
over her with looks of fond and watchful 
fenfibility, (he fancied his countenance 
exprefled the divine benevolence of a 
guardian angel— it beamed ineffable com- 
placency and lov.e. 

The' night was fomewhat advanced when* 
they feparated. When Eglantine quitted 
De Courcy, {he felt a relu&ance (he had 
never before experienced. She retired to 
her apartment, where (lie continued fome 
time in earned converfation with Ifabelle 
on the wonders of the night : then recol- 
lecting the communication fhe had been 
promifed in the morning, eagerly enqpired 
tcfpe&ing Godfrey's adventure. 



CHAP, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ACCUSING SPIRIT. 1 49 



CHAP. XIX. 



JL OU defired me to write you fucli 
particulars as might occur at the Caftle 
during your abfence, Mademoifelle," faid 
Ifabclle; " but I thought there was no ufe 
in tormenting you unneceffarily, and that 
fome hours of felicity were due to you 
after fo much fuffering. But certainly fome 
ftrange circumftances did occur, and one 
amongft them (truck me more forcibly than 
the reft. 

" A few nights after the Marquis had 
h 3 joined 
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joined you at Le Chateau des Rochers, 
Manon, Lifette, and I fat converfing in 
your chamber, till our terrors arofe to fuch a 
foolifh height, that we abfolutely feared 
to retire to our own rooms, on account of 
being obliged to pafs the end of the pifture 
corridor, for the noifes there had been lately 
more than ufually loud and terrific. Hav- 
ing fat till the fire was burned out, and our 
light almoft extinguillied, we determined 
to fummon refolution to pafs the corridor, 
a$ the doors of the other paflages were all 
barred at that late hour. To encourage the 
others, I took the light, and went firft ; but 
as we approached the corridor, our ears were 
affailed by a noife fo loud and terrible, that 
my two companions fled with precipitation. 
I followed them fome paces, when the 
repetition of the noife arretted my fteps, 
for I knew it to be the howl of Leone/ 
the faithful animal which, on the fatal day 
we all fo well remember, fo pathetically 
invoked the Baron to the fuccour of his« 

wounded 
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wounded Lord. Whilft I Hopped in 
aftonifhment, the creature, whom I had 
never before feen in the upper part of 
the houfe, darted towards me in ftrange 
agitation, and feizing my robe in his mouth, 
drew me into the corridor, notwithftanding 
my refilling efforts. Lifette and Manon, 
obferving what objeft had occafioned their 
terror, obeyed my call, and followed at 
a little diftance, whilft the animal, having 
drawn me to the door of the chamber from 
whence the noifes ufually proceed, fuddenly 
loofed his bold, and flying to the door 
with the fiercenefs of a lion, placed himfelf 
in a rampant pofture with his forepaws 
againft it, and (hook it with fuch violent 
fury, and fuch favage growlings, that 1 
thought he would have torn it from the 
hinges ; then turning on me his glaring 
eyes, Teemed, by his impatient howls, to 
call for my affiftanee. . 

Extremely aftoniflied at a phoeno- 
menon fo extraordinary, and fearful- 
left the Baron and the Lady Gene- 
h 4 viora 
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viora fliould be difturbed by the violent 
exertions of the animal, we immediately 
defcended, and called to die men, fome of 
whom were £1 ill up. I fent one of them to 
^all Godfrey, who foon obeyed the fummons. 
As Ihad often been difpleafed by his incre- 
dulous raillery, I wifhed hirn to witnefs this 
fingular circumftance. He obferved the 
condud of the creature with much furprife 
and curiofity, and remarked that it rather 
confirmed than banifhed a ftifpicion he had 
conceived, that fome perfon, for illicit pur- 
pofes poffibly, was fporting with the weak 
credulity of the houfehold.— - * Brute animals/ 
be continued, ' were fometimes faid to be 
intimidated by fupernatural appearances, 
tiut he had never heard that they 
excited their ra e; and if, by fome 
myfterious inftinft, the dog could difcover 
that the foul of his deceafed Lord ftill 
hovered in thofe apartments, his fenfations 
would be expreffed by dfcmonftrations of 
melancholy affeftion', not by his prefent 
indications of outrageous fury,' 

« Whilft 
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" Whilft he fpokc, Leone continued his 
unavailing exertions to force open the door ; 
and from time to time feemed to call on 
the fpe&ators to affift him. 

* Poor animal !' faid Godfrey, advancing 
to the door, * mod willingly wciuld I in- 
dulge thy defire of entering this- apartment; 
nor would I wifh the unknown felon who 
thus excites thy refentment, a fewerer 
chaftifement than that of falling into thy 
clutches ! Could we not procure the key 
of this apartment?' 

" Euftace, who was prefent, faid that he 
knew where it was ufually depofited ; and, 
taking Jafpcr with him, becaufe he feared 
to go alone, prefently returned with the 
key. 

" Godfrey opened the door: the dog 
fprang into the chamber with favage joy ; and 
as there were fo many of us-, we did not 
fear to follow, and obferve his motions, 

" Leone meantime flew round the room, 
h 5 '{huffing 
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fnuffing the air, fmelling the furniture, and 
exhibiting ftrong fymptams of difappointed 
rage. He then flopped at the door which 
leads to the inner apartments, and (hewed 
the fame ferocious defire to enter it which 
he had already demonftrated in the corridor. 
But the key of this door could not be 
procured. 

cc Godfrey was much aftonifhed at the 
violent a 6 itation of the animal, and again 
repeated his conviftion that no fupernatural 
vifitant had occasioned it, and avowed a 
refolution of fpending a night* in thofe 
chambers — a plan which, on my ftrong 
oppofition, he appeared to relinquifli, 
though he only* deferred his purpofe in 
order to execute it with more fecrecy. 
The event of his enterprife I leave to 
himfelf to relate, I defired him to come 
here at this hour, and I believe I hear him 
in the antichamber. ,J 

Wfiilfl: Ifabelle went to admit Godfrey, 

Eglantine 
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Eglantine ruminated on the lingular cir- 
cumftance which had been related to her- 



Eglantine, who had feen, but never 
before converfed with Godfrey, was much 
pleafed with the intelligence of his coun- 
tenance, and the ingenuous modefty of 
his manners. Perceiving her impatience 
to hear his relation, he thus commenced 
it:— 

" Ifabelle has acquainted you, Made- 
moifelle, with the circumftance which 
aroufed .my curiofity. The ftrange and 
furious perturbation of the animal infprred 
me with a ftrong convi&ion that thofe 
chambers were haunted by the living, not 
by the dead. I felt not a doubt, from 
various circumftances,*that fome vilUnous 
con (piracy again ft the peace of this family 
was on foot, although 1 could not poffibly 
conjefture its motive. Determined, S pof- 
fible> to deted it> in my incautious, ardour 
, h 6 ] loudly 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I56 ACCUSING SPIRIT. 

I loudly exprcfled my refolutioa; but 
Ifabelle's ftrong oppofition to my defiga 
rendered me inftantly confcious of the im- 
prudence of its avowal, and induced me to 
appear to relinquifli it, in the expectation 
of being able to effect it with the greater 
privacy. For this purpofe I contrived to 
procure the keys of the haunted chambers 
fecretly. I one evening conveyed privately 
into them wood to make a fire, a cafe of 
loaded piftols, and a fword ; I carefully 
locked the doors, and waited* not I con- 
fefs without emotion, for the hour when 
the family retired to reft. 

" As the Cattle bell tolled one, I returned 
to the haunted corridor, I entered the 
chamber, and found it precifely in. the 
order in which I had left it. I examined 
my piftols, and flicking them in my belt, I 
took my fword in one hand, and a taper 
in the other, and proceeded through the 
whole fuite of apartments." 

" The enterprife was a bold one,", faid 
4 Eglantine 
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Eglantine, " for you then believed the cir- , 
cumftances which fo ftrongly interefled your 
curiofity to originate in human malice, and 
might hence have reafonaWy feared to 
become its vidUai." 

" The powerful feelings which impelled 
me fuffered me to fear nothing, Mademoi- 
felle, except that nothing would occur either 
to confirm or to banifh my fufpicions ; for 
if, as I then fuppofed, thofe alarming cir- 
cumftances had been produced to anfwer 
fome illicit purpofe, it was natural to ima- 
gine that its authors, notwithftanding my 
precaution, might have intelligence of my 
defign. Walls are faid to have ears ; and 
furely thefe ancient ftruttures, contrived, 
as one would imagine, for the purpofes of- 
concealment and evafion, feem not only to 
have ears, but alfo eyes. It was therefore 
natural to fuppofe that fuch human fpedres, 
if aware of my defign, would avoid an en* 
counter with a man prepared to give them 
a reception far different frqx» that which 

the 
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the panic cowardice excited by their ma- 
noeuvres in the houfehokf, might naturally 
lead them to expeft from others. 

*' Having accurately examined all the 
inner apartments, where every thing wore 
the afpedt of profound tranquillity, I re- 
turned to the outward ; and having care- 
fully locked both doors, I felt all round 
the arras left any perfon (hould be concealed 
behind it ; and rn the full perfuafion that 
xny reft would remain undtfturbed for the. 
night,- I determined to pafs it as con** 
veniently as I could. I kindled a large fire^ 
for the apartment felt chill and comfortlefs ; 
and drawing an elbow chair near it, and a 
table, on which I laid my fword and piftol^ 
and fet a light, I difpofed myfelf quietly to 
reft. And now, Mademoifelie," continued 
Godfrey, hefitating, " methmks I repent 
having begun this relation, and fear to con* 
tii\ue it $ — the circumftances I have to relate 
appear fo extraordinary, that I am appre- 
henfive you wHl impute to me the fupeiv 

ftitious. 
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ftitious folly of repeating to you a ftrange 
and frightful dream* which my fears conjured 
up to delude my imagination." 

" I am little inclined to impute cowardice 
to a perfon whofe condud: evinced the 
contrary extreme of raQinefs," replied Eglan- 
tine -y, " pray proceed— my curiofity is 



extreme." 



" I fear," returned the young man, ftill 
hefitating, " that the circumftances I have 
to relate may too forcibly agitate your fpirits* 
It was imprudent in you, Ifabelle* to men- 
tion this matter to your Lady/* 

" Since it has been mentioned," faid 
Eglantine impatiently, " it is no longer & 
time to raife fcruples * I beg you will con- 
tinue your relation." 

Godfrey bowed* and proceeded* 



CHAP* 
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CHAfr. XX. 



«« What may this mean 
«• That thou, dead corfe, 
" Revifif ft thus the glimpfes of the moon, 
" Making night hideous ?" 

Shakespeare, 



fC I CONTINUED toleaninmyelbowchair 
in carelefs ferenity, how long I know not. 
1 felt drowfy ; I nodded in impeded flum- 
bers, and indiftindt forms began to float 
before xny eyes. Tbefe fleeting flumbers 

were 
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were chafed by a found. I flatted, and look- 
ing around me, imputed my alarm to the 
wind which fwept in low murmurs through 
the corridor, and faintly (hook the door of 
the chamber. The wick of my lamp was 
long; as I reached out my hand to trim it, 
my eyes accidentally turned to the oppofite 
fide of the chamber, where they were (truck 
by an appearance— -—" 

Godfrey flopped* he fhuddered, and 
looked around him. 

" What appearance ?" aiked Eglantine ia 
fearful sxpedtotion. 

" I once was bold as a young lion/' faid 
Godfrey, " but the occurrences of that night 
have made me the verieft coward 1" 

" In pity to nly impatience proceed I" faid 
Eglantine. " What appearance did you fee V 9 

" In the obfeurity I could only difcera 
the figure of a man. In that moment I 
felt no fear, only a powerful emotion of 

amazement, 
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amazement. Starting on my fcct> I khtd 
a piftol, which, inftantly recolle&ing my 
former fufpicions, I prelentcd at the 
figure, which, heedlefs of my motions, was 
advancing towards me with a flow and 
fo!emn ftep. I drew the trigger — the piftol 
miffed fire. The figure meantime approach- 
ed till it advanced fo near that the table 
was our only barrier of feparation. I then 
felt a ftfange alarmed inquietude— fenfations 
unfelt before ruftied through my brain. I 
flood as if rooted to the earth-, my ftarting 
eyeballs fixed wildly on the appearance, 
which, now ftationary on the oppofite fide 
of the table, gazed as fledfaftly on me. 

" The lamp was on the table between us; 
though its light was dim and wavering, it 
but too well afcertained the objedt it faintly 
illumined. The figure of the murdered 
Marquis flood diftin&ly revealed ta my 
view J" 

" The murdered Marquis f Powers of 
Heaven I Could there laave been* no 
delufion ?*» 

"None, 
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u None, Mademoifelle — it was impof- 
fible ! — How could I err ? Could I fail 
to recognife his drefs — the fame he wore 
on the day when the fatal bloiv was ftruck— 
his mien-«-his ftature — his features, chang- 
ed indeed* but not to be mittaken !— -his 
countenance disfigured by the blood which 
ftill feemed to flow freih from the wound 
on his forehead ; — his eyeballs, fixed in the 
ghaftiy glare of death, were bent on me with 
ftedfaft fternnefs, and (hot through my 
inmoft foul horrors of which, till then, I 
could never form a conception— horrors 
which furely none but fupernatural objedts 
can poffibly infpire 1" 

" Bieffed Father 1 Oh that you had pof- 
fcfled courage to queftion it !" 

" Impartible, Mademoilelle ! Its freezing 
glance congealed me with myftenous ter- 
ror — my limbs feemed ftiffened to marble* 
and as marble I became immoveable and 
mute ; even my heart no longer throbbed-— 
the dreadful fpeftre, whofe motionlefs eye- 
balls 
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balls were ftill rivetted on me with the 
fame indefcribable fternnefs, feemed to po£- 
fefs the fabled power of Medufa. I felt my 
recolle&ion forfake me by degrees ; ftrange 
fhadows feemed to flit around me* — ftrange 
founds refounded in my ears. Y$t, ftill the 
lame terrible objedt fixed and fafclnated my 
regards, till the powers of reafon and of 
life became fufpended, and I funk on the 
. floor in a trance in which I muft have 
continued a confiderable time, as on my 
revival I found my fire and lamp extin- 
guished. 

*« To the terrible retrofped which 
filled my mind, my confeience now fupcr* 
added bitter fentiments .of fetf-reproaclu 
The Marquis had been my earlieft bene- 
fedtor;— ray father, an old foldier, expiring 
oh the field of battle, bad devolved on his 
humanity the protection of my orphaned 
infancy j and though himfelf but a youth, he 
generoufly and faithfully fulfilled the truft. 
Become his page, hisfavourite, I often flept 
in his tent, and fliared with him the hard 

and 
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and fcanty pittance found in the fields of 
war. He made me the companion of his 
young brother, my prefent loved and noble 
Lord. Fond of exciting the flame of emula- 
tion in the bofom of the young Count by 
ardent, but not envious competition, he 
made me the companion of his ftudies -> 
and when this noble youth, overlooking the 
wide diftin&ion his fuperior rank had placed 
between us, in the equallizing fpirit of 
generous attachment, forgetting that I was 
his inferior, remembered only that I 
was his friend, the Marquis with 
kindnefe yielded to his entreaties, and 
indulged our mutual defire, that I (hould 
attach myfelf to the fortunes of my young 
patron." 

" But," faid Eglantine, «• what grounds 
of felf-accufation do thefe circumftances 
aflbrd?'; 

u Oh, I feel them but too feverely ! The 
ftade of my murdered Lord came not 
furely to amufe itfelf with my fears in 
capricious cruelty; it expe&ed, doubtleft, 

that 
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that I (hould liften with ftedfaft ear and 
Hon heart to the tale of myfterious horror 
it arofe from the tomb to divulge. To me, 
as through a foftening medium, it wifhed 
it to be tranfmitted to that brother, whofe 
feelings might have been too feverely 
wounded had the terrible manifeftatioa 
been prefented to himfelf* But my daftard 
{pint (hrunk from the momentous reve- 
lation. Yes," continued Godfrey, in in- 
creafing agitation, " the coward fhrinkings 
of my nature have refufed peace to my 
departed Lord, and vengeance to my 
preient ! — The difcontented fpedtre dill 
walks unappeafed — unrevenged ! Detefting 
my pufiilanimity, I determined to vanquish 
it. Three fucceflive nights did I watch in 
that chamber in vain with reftlefs folicitude. 
I adjured the manes of my murdered Lord, 
but I was no longer deemed worthy toreftore 
1 eace to his troubled fpirit -> yet dill it 
hovers in thofe chambers, for Leone fre- 
quently, when loofed from his chain, returns 
to the corridor, and fills the air with his 

impatient 
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impatient bowlings. Even this night, when 
the Caftle (hook with thofe ft range por- 
tentous thunders, the animal exhibited ftili 
more ferocious fymptoms of fury. Father 
Ignatius witneflcd them when he defcendjd 
to fpeak peace to the terrors of the houfe- 
hold, and himfelf aflifted us to bind the 
exafperated creature in a ftronger chain.'* 

** This is moft wonderful V 9 faid Eglan* 
tine. 

" Wonderful indeed, Mademoifelle I 
Such are the circumftances I have to relate 
to my Lord : but how enforce his belief 
of them ? I know his nature. By this 
relation I (hall not only excite his laughter, 
but I (ball incur his .contempt, perhaps his 
indignation. But I fubmit the propriety 
of this communication to your judgment, 
Methinks, Mademoifelle, if you were to 
repeat thefe circumftances to the Marquis, 
you might eafily perfuade him to credit 
them." 

Eglantine, 
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Eglantine, thunderftruck at the ftrange 
relation (he had heard, faid that in her 
prefent agitated ftate of fpirits, (he could 
decide on nothing ; but that on the morrovr 
fhe would confult Father Francis, and refer 
to his wifdom the propriety of the purpofed 
communication. 

Godfrey withdrew, and Eglantine, unable 
to repofe, paffed the remainder of the night 
in converting with Ifabelle, and anticipating 
the approach of morning/ when (he had 
promifcd to meet and walk with the Mar- 
quis, whofe foothing and interesting tender- 
nefs feemed to afford a fafe and facred 
afylum to her troubled fpirit. 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. XXI. 



4i Ferma :— 5 tempo di mortc 
•« £ nop d'aroore l" 

Metastasio* 

EGLANTINE, with impatient joy,* be- 
held the firft dawnings of a glorious day; 
and having paid her morning adorations, 
(he haftened to join De Courcy, whom ihe 
faw awaiting her in the court of the Cattle. 
He flew to meet her, and they walked 
together on a terrace that wound along 
the brow of the lofty cliffs which over- 
hung the Atlantic. 

vol. ii. % The 
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The fun, now rifen above the horizon, 
and breaking through the crimfon clouds, 
threw his " long level line of Dreaming 
light" over the trembling furface of the 
ocean, which refle&ed thefplendours of the 
glowing atmofphere, and ftrongly contrafted 
the deep dark (hadows of the rude and 
irregular precipices, riling to ftupendous 
elevation, and crowned with antique towers ; 
whilft the thick foieft, which cloathed them, 
waved in mimic gloom in the bofom of the 
watery mirror. 

De Courcy and Eglantine flood on a 
rcclc, and. contemplated the fcene with 
fuch fenfations as the children of Nature 
arp wont, to confider the charms of their 
lovely parent, De Courcy turned to 
Eglantine, and beheld with joy that her pale 
countenance was animated by a fmilc of 
fati$(a£tkij. 

4 " Well, my Eglantine," laid De Courcy, 
5 C I rejoice to perceive that your fpirlts 

are 
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are fomewhat lightened of the depreffion 
which lad night fo much affli&ed and 
alarmed me." 

<c Was it not natural I fhould be 
terrified ?" 

cc I believe it was ; yet I fhould wifh 
you to avoid the too common propenfity 
of attributing to fupernatural agency thofe 
effe&s in which Nature may only fomewhat 
deviate from her ufual operations." 

"' But what do you think of the circum- 
ftances related by Father Ignatius — cir- 
cumftances which, as he witnefled thefatts 
he averred, muft have been true?" 

<c I think the Monk chofe a very 
improper feafon to terrify you with tales 
of horror ; — to combat by rational argument 
the apprehenfions he faw you but too much 
inclined to indulge, would have been an 
office more fuitable to his" chara&er. His 
ftory refembles a thoufand others which, 
when a child, I remember having liftened 
to with eager attention. It feems Angular, 
rethinks, that thefe apparitions appear fo 
12 ftrangely 
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ftrangely averfe,to exhibiting themfelves in 
the daylight s furely to beings purely fpi- 
ritual, light and darknefs muft be equal. 
To what then are we to afcribe this ftrange 
propenfity to -haunt the midnight gloom, fo 
univerfally attributed to them ? Is it not 
that the weak prejudice of fuperftition con- 
nects the idea of terror with that of dark- 
nefs ? Is it not that the bufy power of 
imagination, then reigning with moft fu- 
preme afcendency, paints forms of Jhadowy 
horror on the furrounding gloom, and then, 
like the child who ftarts at the bugbear it 
has drefied, (brinks with panic terror from 
the phantom of its o^vn creation ?" 

" When you are with me," faid Eglan- 
tine; " all my fears feem diffipated, and 
I can reafon on thefe fubje&s with rational 
compofure ; but I feel that when you leave 
me, all my weaknefs will return." 

« I wi(b," returned De Courcy with 
fervour, " I wi(h we might never more be 
feparated— I wi(h I could inftantly remove 
you from a place of which the gloomy 

folitude 
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folitude contributes to deprefs and weaken 
your fpirits. Soon (hall we have paid to 
thfe memory of my brother a fufficient 
tribute of refpeft — foon, my Eglantine, yoii 
will be mine; and I lhall find my own 
felicity in watching with guardian tendernefs 
over your's — in endeavouringno avert from 
you every danger that might excite your 
apprehenfion — every folicitude that might 
invade your repofe." 

The fweet foothings of fond and faith- 
ful affection were not loft on a mind fo 
exquifitely fufceptible as that of Eglantinel 
In her tenderncis for a lover fo amiable and 
fo beloved, her gratitude for the fervour of 
bis attachment, and the bright anticipation 
of the future felicity it difplayecl to her 
view, every gloomy apprehenfion faded from 
her mind, and the breads of thefe young 
lovers experienced, for a happy interval, the 
fweeteft fenfations of mutual fondnefs, ani- 
mated and endeared by flattering promifes 
of future hope and joy. 

13 Who 
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Who has not remarked the ftroke of 
calamity is often preceded by unufual 
exhilaration of fpirits ? Is it that misfor- 
tune loves to imbitter the blow by dealing 
it at a period when the bread is Jeaft 
prepared to receive it — when the fenfc of 
prefent evil becomes more infufferably 
poignant by being contrafted with the 
fmiling form of recent felicity, now fled, 
perhaps, for ever ! 

They had protrafted their walk till 
Eglan' ine, fearing the ftridtures of the Lady 
Geneviora, perfuaded De Courcy to turn 
his reluftant fteps towards the Caftle. As 
they approached it, they perceived fcveral 
men coming to meet them, amongft whom 
they diftinguifhed the Monk Ignatius, 
When near enough to be heard, De Courcy 
filuted the Monk ; but the latter, averting 
his eyes with a fullen and indignant air, 
turned to the men by whom he was attended, 
and pointed to the Marquis. On this 
lignal they immediately feized De Courcy, 

who. 
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who, unarmed and defencelefs,' was Unable 
to refift, and, even in his firft aftonifh- 
ment, incapable of demanding the meaning 
of a condudt fo infulting. 

t€ Why this injurious treatment ?" ttfrft* 
ing fiercely to Ignatius, when he recovered 
the ufe of fpeech, f< why am I thus infa- 
moufly feized like a common felon ?" ? 

<J Yourownconfcience," replied theMbnk 
fternly, " will beft refolve the queflion." • '" 

" My conference !" cried DeCourcy. 

" Yes, yes," replied* the Monk, .".-your 
guilty conference! — this pretended igno- 
rance, this obduracy of heart will avail you 
nothing. The black my defy is by miracle 
revealed to the world. You have now only 
to endeavour to appeafe the wrath of 
Heaven by a voluntary confeffijn of your 
crimes, and that fincere contrition by which 
alone fuch crimes can be expiated." 

" Heavenly Powers !" exclaimed Dz 

Courcy, " mufti liften to fuch language — - 

i 4 endure 
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endure fuch accufations? Your facred 
habit, Monk, prote&s you !" 

" Protedts me from what ? — From the 
refentment of a mifcreant wbofe diicovered 
guilt no longer allows him the power of 
doing evil — wbp vainly ftruggles in the 
bonds his crimes have incurred — above 
whofe devoted head the fword of juftice 
hangs fufpended ? — that fword which fooa 
iball fall with fignal vengeance on the mon« 
fter laden with the confcioufnefs of 
enormous guilt, and purfucd by the exe- 
cration of mankind t" 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XXII. 



De COURCY viewed the Monk for an 
interval in mute amazement. " Surely,'* 
faid he, recovering more compofure, " fome 
ftrange infanity muft have feized this 
unhappy man ! But who are you r" turn- 
ing fiercely to the perfons who held him, 
" who, at the inftigation of a madman,, dare 
thus to infult and pinion me ?'* 

" We do nothing, my Lord," replied one, 
who appeared to be the principal, 4C without 
legal authority. You are accufed of the 
murder of the late Marquis, your brother ; 
your efFe&s have been fearched ; fome dif- 
i 5 coveries 

Digitized by VjOCKJ 



I78 ACCUSING SPIRIT. 

covcrics have been made that will ftrongly 
corroborate the extraordinary fads -which 
will be brought forward in evidence againft 
you." 

. " The murder of my brother, my friend — : 
I charged with fuch a crime !«— or is it I 
who am infane ? Is this fcene an illufion ?" 
" The murder of the Marquis!" repeated 
Eglantine, who had hitherto witnefled this 
fcene in filent confternation, " De Courcy 
charged with the murder of his brother!" 

Unable to fupport a fuggeftion of fo much 
horror, fhe would have funk to the earth* 
had not De Courcy, burfting from the men 
who held him, fupported her in his arms, 

u My love, my Eglantine, retrieve your 
fpirits — fupport your fortitude ! This in- 
fernal calumny will beeafily difproved— foon 
will the innocence of your De Courcy be 
manifefted to the world -, and if he now 
muft lefxyc you, foon will he return, in the 

triumph 
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triumph of vindicated integrity, to claim his 
beloved affianced bride." 

" Your bride !" exclaimed the Monk, 
advancing toDe Courcy, and forcibly taking 
Eglantine from his arms, whilft his followers 
again feized and pinioned the Marquis, 
€€ your bride ! — the illuftrious heirefs of 
D'Orival the bride of a murderer V 9 

«' I would if poffible command myfelf," 
faid De Courcy, ftruggling with the violence 
of his indignation, " I would not forget 
the reverence due to your pro'effion— I 
would calmly demand an explanation of this 
treatment ! Where is the Baron ? Take 
me to his prefence !" 

" He has pofitively commanded that his 
light may not be blafted by an object fo 
detefted. He has feen but too often 
a monfter, whofe enormous guilt has called 
up the (hade of a murdered brother to 
tcftify againftit!" 

" Has a ghoft then been my accufer V 9 

faid De Courcy with mingled indignation 

and contempt, " Some infamous artifices 

2 6 have 
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have been pra&ifed by my enemies !— But 
who are my enemies? I believed I had 
not any — I regarded each human creature 
as a friend ; and my heart, with fraternal 
benevolence, embraced the whole circle of 
created beings 1 M 

" If guilt could be fcreened by profeffions 
of innocence," replied the Monk, «• where 
is the delinquent wbofe crimes would meet 
condemnation ? Of your boafted fraternal 
benevolence the proofs will foon be 
exhibited." 

<c Is there in reality fuch an art as necro- 
mancy ?" faid DeCourcy, ftarting as from a 
dream. €€ Have the powers of hell con- 
fpired againft me ? — Where is this vifionary 
accufer — this demon who aflumes the form 
of my murdered brother? Why does he 
not now rife from his dark recefs, and 
openly impeach me ? Is it that the fiends 
themfelves participate in the weaknefs of 
human guilt, and (hrink from the reproach- 
ful glance of injured innocence ?" 

« The evidences of yourV* replied the 
4 Monk, 
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Monk, c< will be afcertained before the 
tribunal of juftice ! You will be judged 
by men who, in their decifions, cannot be 
influenced by any mercenary or partial confe- 
derations : fubmit, in the interim, to the 
fate againft which it is in vain to druggie." 

As he fpoke, he bore Eglantine towards 
the Caftle. Unable to remonftrate, or even 
to complain, (he could only ftretch her 
trembling hands, and turn her doling eyes 
to catch a lad glimpfe of De Courcy, whofe 
unpitying jailers tore him from her fight— 
from the cheerful light of Heaven they fore 
him ! Bearing him indantly to prifon, they 
threw him into one of thofe deep and dif- 
mal dungeons which were alftgned to cri- 
minals of mod flagitious guilt. x 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 



" Avaunt, and quit my fight ! Let the earth hide thee f 
' " Thy bones are marrowlefs, thy blood is cold E 
*« Thou haft no fpeculation in thofe eyes, 

« Which thou doft glare with r" 

SBAKfiSPlAREr 



vJN the preceding night, after Eglantine 
and the Marquis had retired, and that the 
Lady Geneviora had been led to her apart- 
ment by her women half frantic with terror* 
the Baron had remained much difturbed. 
Ignatius, perceiving his difcompofure, had 
accompanied him to his apartment, where, 
after fome farther conversion, he quitted 
him. 

The 
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The Baron felt himfelf in a ftatfc of mind 
fo gloomy and unpleafent, that he was 
inclined to defire the fervant who attended 
him to have a bed removed into his apart* 
ment, for the purpofe of detaining him for 
the remainder of the night ; but unwilling 
to fan&ion by his example the terrors which 
already but too powerfully pofleflcd the 
minds of the boufehold, and which, in their 
prefence, he affe&ed to treat as vifionary* 
he combated his inclination, and deter* 
mining to try the efficacy of prayer for the. 
relief of his mental perturbation, he dif- 
miffed his attendant, and after the perform- 
ance of his devotional exerctfes, feated 
himfelf by the fire, and endeavoured to 
retrieve by refle&ion the tranquillity of hi* 
mind. 

The apartment he occupied was large and 
lofty ; and the hangings of dark velvet threw 
over it a (hade of . more gloomy obfeurity* 
He fat with his arms folded acrofs his bread, 
and his eyes fixed on the fire, revolving in 

bis 
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bis mind the alarming circumftances which 
had lately occurred, and the probability of 
the events they might denote, when a faint 
found on the oppofite fide of the apartment 
directed his eyes to the part from whence it 
proceeded, and he perceived a figure moving 
(lowly acrofs the room, in which, though 
dimly revealed to his view, he fancied he 
difcovered the refemblance of the murdered 
Marquis. His blood congealed, yet his eyes 
eagerly traced the progrefs of the phantom, 
which foon was loft in the remote gloom of 
the apartment. He was foon aroufed from 
the ftupefa&ion of horror into which he was 
thrown by fo ftraoge an incident, by a gentle 
knock at his door. The hope of feeing 
fbme living creature revived his'fpiritsj he 
fpoke, and Ignatius entered. 

" You will forgive; this intrufion," faid 
he. " When I retired to my chamber, I 
experienced fuch a violent depreffion of 
fpirits, fuch an unaccountable prefcnti- 
ment of horror, as allowed me not to think of 

reft. 
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reft. I had negle&ed to provide myfelf a. 
night-lamp, and the gloom of my imagi- 
nation rendered the idea of the darknefs 
and folitude of midnight infupportable. I 
therefore quitted my apartment in queft of 
a lamp, and perceiving that there was dill 
light in your's as I paffed it, I conjeftured 
your feelings might be fimilar to my own, 
aad wi(hed to fee you." 

The Baron, without replying, pointed to 
a feat on the oppofice fide of the fire. 

" I believe I have not been miftaken— 
you appear to be alarpiedl" (aid the 
Monk, reading his confternation in hit 
countenance. 

The Baron made no reply. The Monk 
feated himfelf. < 

** What mere machines we are !" faid the 
Monk, (huddering as he fpokej " this 
oppreffive horror is no more than a nervous 

aflfe&ion: 
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affedlion : hurt but one little fpring, and the 
mechanifmof the whole fyftem is di (arranged. 
How unaccountable is this fympathy be- 
tween the mind and the body— a fympathy 
which is felt more intimately in proportion 
as the latter verges to its decline. The 
young Marquis, doubtlefs, at this moment 
enjoys profound repofe, whilft the manes of 
his murdered brother remains unappeafed, 
and feems to call for vengeance !" 

" Have you then feen him ?" cried, the 
Baron, (taring wildly at Ignatius, 

" No, not fince he quitted the faloon." 
** You fpeak of the young De Courcy ?" 
€< Who elfe could 1 have feen> my Lord ?" 

The Baron again funk into thought, dis- 
turbed and confufed by the circumftance he 
had witneffed, and fometimes revolving the 
poffibility of its being the mere creature of 
perverted imagination. 

u I cannot avoid thinking," refumed 
Ignatius, " that the exertions of the young 

Marquis 
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Marquis to difcover the perpetrators of the 
bloody deed have been lefs efficient than a 
circumftance fo (hocking to fraternal affec- 
tion, if fraternal affeftion had exift^d, re- 
quired them to be." 

" The young Marquis was deeply affe&ed 
by that tragical event/' faid the Baron. 

" Doubtlefs, ,> replied Ignatius, " but his 
affii&ion admitted of very fudden confola- 
tion. For that his violent paffion for your 
lovely Eglantine may eaiily account. Hu- 
man nature in its happieft (late is imperfefh 
It is, perhaps, fcarcely to be expedted that 
a youth fo impetuous in his paffions (hould 
very (incerely lament the death of a brother 
whom, as he muft have confidered him as 
doubly his competitor in fortune and in 
love, it might have been a kind of negative 
merit in him not to hate. 

€C But methinks, my Lord, it (hould 
be your province to inftigate the young 
Marquis to the adoption of fuch coercive 
means as may drag to the tribunal of juftice 
the murderers of his. brother; for much 

fhall 
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fliall my judgment be deceived* if this 
troubled manfion ever know repofe till 
Heaven has wreaked its vengeance on the 
guilty \" 



CHAP. XXIV. 



"It will hart bh*d they fay |—Mo«l will have blood t ft 

Smakiipmahc. 

1 HE Baron heard a found which he ima- 
gined refembled arepreflcd groan: he darted 
his looks to that part of the chamber where 
he had before fecn the phantom, but perceived 
no uncommon objeft. 

" Did you not hear a found ? u faid he to 
the Monk. 
J c Nothing but the murmuring of the 

wind!" 

p 
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wind !"faid Ignatius carelefsly.— " The crime 
of murder," he refumed, " is in its nature 
fo flagitious V 9 

" Hold, hold 1" cried the Barort, whofe 
ears wereagain affailed by the fame found. He 
threw a terrified glance to the. farther end of 
the apartment, and imperfectly obferved the 
horrid objedt of his fears, which ftood mo- 
tionlefs, and half involved in the darkaefs 
of the flude. 

" See, fee!" he exclaimed, flaring wild- 
ly as he pointed at theobjeft of his terror, 
. " What?" faid the Monk, turuing to 
look j cc I fee no uncommon objeft ! This 
is the working of imagination." 

" Merciful Father! Holy Virgin 1" eja- 
culated the Baron, devoutly eroding his 
breaft, " Powers of Light and Goodnefs, 
fave and defend us ! Ha I it advances t" 

The Monk, ftarting from his feat, and 
Handing befide the Baron, perceived the 
figure, which flowly approached them. As 
it advanced towards the light, the form of 
the departed Marquis became lefs dubiou% 

revealed. 
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revealed. He was habited as Godfrey had 
defcribed him, in the clothes he wore on 
the day when the horrid tragedy had been 
afted i the mortal gafh appeared frefli and 
bleeding in his forehead, his hair was clotted 
with blood, but his features, though their 
expreflion was flern and ghaftly, remained 
unaltered. 

A cold fweat bedewed the fhuddering 
limbs of the Baron as he gazed on the 
fpe&re, who flood furveying him with a 
countenance of ftern feverity. 

' " Speak to it, Father \ ir faid the Baron 
to Ignatius, who flood trembling at his fide. 

cr If thou be the fpirit of the murdered 
Marquis," faid Ignatius in the awe-ftruck 
tone of folemn reverence, " I adjure thee, 
in the name of every holy Power, to declare 
the purpole of this terrible vifitation, and if 
thou require aught tor the reppie of thy 
troubled fpirit, name, Oh name it !" 

" Vengeance I" faid the fpedre, in a 
voice that vibrated to the htfart of the Baron ; 

for 
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for, though deep and hollow, it was that of 

the murdered Marquis. 

" Vengeance ! On whom ?" enquired 

Ignatius. 

4€ On my murderer I — my brother !*' 
" Your brother ! What, on De Courcy ?" 
" On De Courcy 1" repeated the phan- 



tom. 



" De Courcy l ,f exclaimed the Baron j 
" Almighty Powers ! can this be real ? — De 
Courcy your murderer!'* 

c< De Courcy is my murderer !" repeated 
the ghaftly phantom. 

. cc The myftery of horror unravel?," faid 
the Monk ; <c but what proof of hi* guilt ?" 

u Search — fearchi" cried the fpeftre. 
" Heaven will have vengeance — vengeance !*' 

The attention of the Monk was called off 
by the fituation of the Baron, wfto was 
finking to the floor, overcome by the hor- 
ror of the dreadful revelation, when he again 
turned his eyes around in fearch of the 
fpeftre. It was no longer to be feen. He 
rung violently for aUiftance, and fome 

domeftics, 
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domeftics, whom terror had kept waking, 
foon came to his aid. 

*Tht means ufed for the recovery of the 
Baron were foon effe&ual. He difmifled 
his attendants, with diredions to wait in 
the antichamber, and called Ignatius to 
his bedfide. 

<c My mind," faid the Baron, " is all 
confufion, perplexity, and horror. When I 
revolve the dreadful circumftance that has 
been difclofed to us, I doubt whether I 
ought to deem it a revelation from heaven, 
or an illufion from hell ! That De Courcy 
fo young, fo generous, fo apparently noble, 
can have been the author of a crime fo 
black— a deed fo hcllifh !— my reafon almoft 
refufes its aflent t6 a fuppbfition which 
feems injurious to human nature 1" 

" The magnitude of the crime might 
indeed do away its probability," returned 
the Monk ; «« but, alasi the black chronicles 
of human depravity afford too many parallel 
inftanccs of iniquity, to allow us to difpute 

its 
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its poffibility. To a crime of this nature 
no ftrongcr incitements could pofl&bly be 
held out, than thofe which confpired to 
inftigate this wretched youth to the com- 
miffion of this atrocious deed. Headftrong, 
ardent, and afpiring, diflatisfied with the 
portion of a younger brother, intoxicated 
with ambition, infatuated with love, fome 
fiend fuggefled to his adind that by one 
blow he might remove every impediment to 
the aggrandizement of his fortunes — every 
obftacle to the gratification of his (after 
wilhes. His virtue yielded to the powerful 
temptation — that guilty blow was (truck ! 

" Do you not recolledt hearing of his wild 
perturbation on the day when his brother 
drove him from thisCaftle? In that con- 
flict of his paffions he poflibly experienced 
the laft ftruggles of fraternal affection — of 
expiring humanity ! 

" How circumftances now crowd on my 
memory which, in the fimple reliance of 
unfufpefting faith, pafled unheeded ! Caji 
you have forgotten that the billet which 

vol, ii., k allured 
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allured the Marquis to his doom was in the 
writing of his brother ?" 

" But wc fuppofed it to be a forged one. 1 ' 
* cc Yes, when allured of the integrity of 
•young De Courcy, we naturally fuppofed fb. 
There was another circumftance which; 
though it (truck us as extraordinary, excited 
do fufpicion. When the murdered body 
•was difcovered, it was found that the gold 
and jewels remained untouched i this feemed 
to indicate that the blow had not been ft ruck 
by the hand of a mercenary affaffin ; nothing 
was wantingbut the pidture of Eglantine, 
which feemed to have been torn with vio- 
lence from the bread," 

44 Thefe circumftances undoubtedly appear 
fufjiciuus," faid the Baron j 4< but allowing 
that, to our own convi&ion, the guilt of 
De Ourcy were even incontrovertibly 
afcertained, how can we attempt to prove 
it t > others? The power of punifhment 
refts not in our hands, and the reported 
evidence of a iupernatural accufer will have 
little weignt with the Judges who will pro- 
nounce hisientence j undoubtedly they will 

require 
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require ftronger proof to fubftantiatc his 
delinquency than any we have to offer,"- 

" We muft fearch for thofe proofs," laid 
Ignatius ; " the apparition commanded it.". 

" How-— where are we to fearch ?" 

" Our proceedings muft be fandioned 
by legal authority," replied the Monk. 
" De Courcy has eflefts beneath this roof; 
poffibly, if his papers were examined, fome 
unexpe&ed light might be thrown on theob- 
fcurity of this dark and dreadful tranfa&ion." 

" But if.no fuch light Ihould be found," 
returned the Baron ; " if, after violating the 
hofpi table prote&ion this manfion fhould 
afford him, expofing his fecret tranfedtions 
to the infpedtion of ftrangers, and ftigma- 
tizing his chara&er with an imputation ib 
horrid, *h& confirmation of his culpability 
fliould be found, how could I fupport the 
indignation of his injured honour, the re- 
proaches of my own heart, and the con* 
tempt x>f mankind 2" 

" Better incur the eventual contempt of 

men,'^ feid the Monk, " than provoke the 

k 2 certain 
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certain wrath of Heaven, by treating with 
voluntary difregard the revelations it has 
deigned to impart. The fpirit of the Mar- 
quis commanded you to fearch for proofs of 
guilt, and where can you expedk to find 
them but amongft the effefts of his mur- 
derer ?•- 

" Search — fearch !" exclaimed the fame 
deep and hollow voice. The Baron caft 
a fearful glance towards the end of the 
chamber, and faw the ghaftly fpe&re. 
Railing its' right hand, it pointed to 
the deep wound on its forehead, then 
difappearedm the furrounding gloom. 

The Baron, uttering a deep groan, clofed 
his eyes, and funk backwards on his pillow. 

<€ The will of Heaven be done ! M he ex- 
claimed ; " ,but Oh that its wifdom had 
appointed to fome other this dreadful depu- 
tation ! Oh my Eglantine— my loft un- 
happy child ! and is De Courcy then a 
murderer ?" he exclaimed, with a ftare of 

wild 
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wild aftonifliment, " and have we cherifhed 
with fond reliance a traitor guilty of the 
fouleft treachery — foftered in our bofoms 
an afp replete with venom ? Oh Eglan- 
tine! my wretched child ! 

"But, Father, your equanimity is fuperior 
to this weak infirmity ; unruffled by thefe 
deftru&ive gufts of paflion, you poffefe your 
foul in holy compofure. To your wifdotn 
I refer the condud of this fatal tranfa&ion ; 
adopt what meafures your fuperior judgment 
and the infpiration of Heaven may fugged." 

" Where Providence fo plainly manifefts 
its intentions/* faid the Monk, " no pecu- 
liar illumination is requifite to direct us in 
a way that lies too diftind to be miffed. 
The occurrences of this night muft be 
immediately difclofed 10 a magiftrate j the 
effe&s of the murderer muft be fearched 
*ven whilft unconfeious of the meditated 
blow, and unprepared to avert it by new 
fubterfuge. He fleeps in guilty fecurity 
beneath this violated roof." ^ 

H Let it be done then," faid the Baron, 
k 3 faintly,* 
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feintly. " Yet why this hade ? Oh Eglan- 
tine ! how wilt thou fupport this terrible 
ftrokc ? Will it not crufti thee like a tender 
bloflbm to the earth? De Courcy— my 
favourite — my fon ! Oh Father ! who (hall 
we truft ? Is virtue but a name — a phan- 
tom ?" 

The Monk attempted to calm the per- 
turbation of his foul with pious confolation, 
He remained with him till the morning 
blufhed in the eaft ; then once more exhort* 
ing him to holy refignation, departed on his 
miffion. 

Whilft the heedlefe happy lovers, uncon- 
fcious of impending calamity, had loll all 
fenfe of forrow in that lad delightful reci- 
procation of fympathy and love, the bag* 
gage of De Courcy had been examined by 
a commifiary, Amongft his papers was 
found a rough copy of the billet by which 
the Marquis had been enticed to meet his 
murderer; and in another of his trunks 

was 
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was difcovered a fmall cafket fecured by a 
lock of a ftrong and lingular conftru&ion, in 
which, when with difficulty forced open, 
was found the fatal pifture which had been 
torn from the bofom of the Marquis on the 
day of his tragical deceafe. 



CHAP. XXV. 



WHEN Eglantine found herfelf in the 
Caftle, whither (he had been conveyed by 
Ignatius, ftarting with fudden energy from 
her trance of infenfibility, (he flew with 
frantic wildncfs. to the apartment of the 
Baron, and falling on her knees at his feet, 
with the incoherent eloquence of impaflioned 
grief and indignation, demanded the libera- 
k 4 tion 



Digitized by GoOgle 



200* ACCVSIW; 30XH1T. 

tion of De Courcy, and the challifemeM of 
thofe who had infulted him. 

Ignatius, with Ifabdle, Godfrey, and 
others of the houfehold, terrified by her 
emotion, had followed her diftra&ed fteps. 

€< And chiefly," (he exclaimed, turning 
with fierce refentment to Ignatius, cc chiefly 
I require you to chaftife the infolence of this 
Monk, who has dared to lead the band of 
ruffians, and charge him with the perpetra- 
tion of a brother's murder J" 

The Baron groaned, and averted his eyes 
from Eglantine. 

<c Young lady," replied the Monk with 
dignified compofure, " what Heaven cpm- 
mands, I dare to do!" 

M Heaven I" repeated Eglantine, " pro- 
fane not its awful name ! The tongue that 
accufes De Courcy of a foul unnatural 
crime, blafphemes the holieft attribute of 

v Heaven — 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ACCUSING SPIRIT* 201 

Heaven — its immortal facred truth ! Oh 
my father!" paflionately clafping the knees 
of the Baron, " Oh my father ! will you 
then fuffer the nobleft of mankind to be thus 
infulted— thus traduced ?'* 

The Baron clafped Eglantine with fond 
but bitter emotion to his bofom - y his tears 
rolled down his furrowed cheeks, and fell ia 
fhowers on her face and bofom* 

" Why this emotion— thefe tears, my 
father ? Surely your authority can liberate 
De Courcy ?" 

" It was by the Baron's command he was 
arretted I" faid Ignatius* 

Eglantine fhrunk from the Baron's em- 
brace, and looked earneftly in bis face, as 
if expe&ing him to contradict the Monk's 
affertion. 

" Alas, my child V* fai<3 the Baron faintly,. 

" we muft yield obedience to the commands 

of Heaven !— Father, explain to her this 

x 5 terrible 
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terrible myftery !— But let me retire— my 
fortitude is inadequate to fuch fcenes as 
thefe!" 

The Baron withdrew, whilft Eglantine 
flood with her eyes fixed on the Monk in 
breathlefs expectation. 

The Monk, with evident diftrefs and 
relu&ance, repeated the circumftances of 
the preceding night; whilft Eglantine, as if 
petrified by aftonifhment, liftened in (ilence 
to him. Godfrey could fcarcely fe- 
prefs his emotions, which, at the conclufion 
of his relation, burft forth in indignant 
exclamation. 

u And is thft the evidence on which my 
Lord is to be condemned ? That phantom 
is an infernal liar, and were he this moment 
to appear before me, I would tell him fo to 
his beard ! Be fatisfied, Mademoifelle ; 
my Lord is fefe, and will ~ be honourably 
acquitted* the Judges commiffioned to try 

his 
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his caufe, will be neither Priefts nornurfes; 
nor is it to be feared that the hellifh fp^tc 
that defames him, will exhibit its accufa* 
tions before the tribunal of juftice \" 

" Alas ! it need not," returned the 
Monk $ " more than fufficicnt proof will 
be found without its teftimony. But can 
you, to whom the fpirit of the murdered 
Marquis deigned to become diftin&ly mani- 
feft, can you thus impioufly queftion the 
authenticity of the evidence it arofe from 
the depth of the grave to unfold ?" 

<c I muft believe it arofe from the depth 
of hell, whatever femblance it might aflume— 
that it came deputed by the father of lies, 
a meflenger of diabolical falfehood, if it 
came to criminate the virtues of the good, 
to fix the ftamp of guilt on the innocent 
a&ioiis of the true and noble !" 

" And why difpute it?? faid Ifabelle. 
*' If apparitions return from the grave, may 
they not be called up by iome hellifh necro- 
mantic arts ? The Witch of Endor fum- 
moned the deeping (hade of Samuel." 

k 6 « c Beware* 
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" Beware, profane one !" faid the Monk, 
affuming an impofing folemnity of demean* 
our, " beware how you infult the dignity of 
Heaven — beware how you provoke its 
awful thunders !" 

" Such as are delegated to the hands of 
the priefthood," returned Habelle contemp- 
tuoufly, " I heartily defpife -, but from hs 
avenging thunders let thofe (belter their 
own heads who prefume to threaten others/' 

" Where is now the infernal accufer ?" 
faid Godfrey, wildly looking around him. 
" Thefe are the apart meats he haunted m 
the gloom of night ; but the accurfed 
impoftor now hides in his native hell, nor 
dares to utter his infamous accufations in 
the glorious face of day i" 

" Thinkeft thou, vain boafter \ u returned 
the Monk, " that thy impious bravado caa 
awake the Ueeping dead? The Accufirig, 
Spirit has performed its commiffion — the 
deftined malcfa&or will be led from chains to 
death — divine juftice will be appealed — the 
troubled ghoft will henceforth reft in peace !'* 

"No," 
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« No," faid Godfrey, " it will roll in 
eternal fires— the damnedeft portion of that 
gulph where all is damned 4hall be its ever- 
lading inheritance ! But I rave :— it was a 
phantom raifed^ by diabolical witchery; 
unfufceptible and unfubftantial as the forms 
we trace in the clouds, though endued, by 
magical deception, with voice and form !" 

€< It would be difficult to conceive," iatd 
the Monk, " for what purpofe the powers 
of magic, could we even allow their exift- 
ence, (houid direft their infernal mechaniftn 
again ft the peace and honour of the Mar- 
quis." 

" It would be ft ill more difficult to 
believe/ 1 faid Godfrey, " that the foul of 
a good man could return from the ipvifible 
world to promulgate a diabolical falfehood I'* 

'« No more of this vain contentious bab- 
bling," faid the Monk $ " the piercing eye 
of Jufticewill inveftigate the truth, and her 
impartial hand deal punithment adequate to 
the offence V 9 

" Juftice !" repeated Godfrey $ « ah ! how 

often 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



206 ACCUSING SPIRIT. 

often is (he blindfolded by the fubterfuges 
of the defigning — how often does her erring 
hand confer the wreath of honour where it 
ought to raife the fcorpion rod of ignomi- 
nious chaftifement, and pour on the head 
of the innocent that vial of vengeance 
which ftiould expiate the crimes of the 
guilty ! — But the honour of my Lord will 
yet triumph over the malice of his enemies, 
though, doubtlefs, the fame invifible hand 
which pierced the bofom of his brother, 
has fpread this fiendlike fnare to encorhpafe 
him !" 



•i,V 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXVI. 



" Speechlefi, and fix'd in all the death of woe : 
" So faint refemblance, on the marble tomb, 
" The well-diflembled mourner (looping ftands 
" For ever filent, and for ever fad l" 



" JtSuT you," exclaimed lfabelle> turning 
to Eglantine, who flood filent, motionlefs, 
and inattentive to every thing around her, 
and clafping her in her arms, u you, lovely 
and innocent fufferer, who (hall confole you 
under a calamity fo heavy ? What angel 
fhall fpeak peace to your agonized bofom ?— 
Godtrey, let Father Francis be fummoned. 
Oh, were all his boaftful brethren like that 
holy man, then, indeed, almoft might they 

perfuade 
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perfuade us that to them had been dele- 
gated by Heaven the power of forgiving our 
fins, as well as of foftening our calamities/ 9 

Eglantine fuffcred herfelf to be led to her 
apartment, where for fome time her pre- 
dominant fenfation was an indiftind confci- 
Qufnefs of extreme mifery. 

What avails it to reprefent to the eye of 
fenfibility the painful pi&ure of the fufferings 
of this gentle mind when returning recollec- 
tion brought to her view the full magnitude 
of her calamity ? Let us pafs her difmal 
days, her flcepleis agonized nights, the wild 
ravings of her half-diftra&ed fpirit, the ten* 
der fympathy and pious confolations of her 
companionate Confefibr, and the inceflant 
tears— the fond complaints of the faithful 
Iiabelle. 

Ifabelle had now another powerful motive 

of afflidion ; for Gcd.frey was thrown into 

5 priloa 
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prifon on fufpicion of being acceffary to the 
crime of his Lord. 

We alfo forbear to delineate the feelings * 
of DeCpurcy when, hurled, with tremendous 
precipitancy, from the proudeft altitude of 
human profperity, he found himfelf the de- 
fpifed, deferted inhabitant of a defolate dun- 
geon. Too many are the tragical details which 
the connection of this .lingular and eventful 
hiftory requires us to repeat. Abridging, 
therefore, all fuch as do not form the he* 
ccflary links of its chain, we haften to the 
interesting period when the time, allowed the 
Marquis to prepare for his trial, was expired* 

He was not without friends who would 
have exerted themfelres ftrenuoufly ia his 
behalf 5 but in a cafe of this criminal nature 
the exertions of friends could avail but little : 
his vindication was to reft on the proofs he 
might be able to exhibit of his own 
innocence. 

Thofe 
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Thofe who are acquainted with the 
ancient judicature of France, know how 
criminal procefles were condu&ed in that 
country at a period much later than that 
which we revert to. Not, as in fome other 
kingdoms, were the proofs exhibited to 
fubftantiate the guilt, or to vindicate the 
innocence of the accufed, made manifeft to 
the eyes of the world iri an open Court, 
where every unconcerned fpe&ator was at 
liberty to arraign the juftice of the decifion 
to which be had liftened through curiofity— 
not on the unpervertcd judgment of honeft 
and unbiaffed men, chofen with the appro- 
bation of the prifoncr, depended this deci- 
fion. Such might have been the glorious 
privileges of the citizens of other countries, 
but in France the criminal was dragged to 
fccrct trial ; the power of life and death lay 
in the breads of Judges, often violating the 
convidion of their reafon through partial 
or mercenary motives, and as often yielding 
it to the equally pernicious fway of ignorance 
or caprice. 

Such. 
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Such was the tribunal before which the 
Marquis De Courcy was, on the appointed 
day of trial, fummoned to appear. 

The Baron was neceffitated to fubmit to 
the dreadful office of appearing in a Court 
of Juftice to evidence the guilt of a man 
whom he had regarded as a fon, and che- 
rifhed as the friend molt worthy to renew 
the ancient honours of his houfe, and be the 
proteftor of his darling child. Whilft with 
painful and tremulous hefitation he repeated 
the awful circumstances he had been fum- 
moned to declare, De Courcy, laden with 
fetters, flood with undaunted mien before 
him, like a young lion in the toils. During 
the aftonifhing relation, he fixed his fteady 
penetrating eye, "which expreffed no paflion 
but amazement on the Baron, who, when 
his evidence was concluded, unable to endure 
the glances of him of whonrhe involuntarily 
became the accufer, was carried almoft 
fwooning from the Court. 

The 



aia accusing spirit. 

The Monk Ignatius was next called on 
to fpeak. His evidence was fliort, and in 
repeating it he feemed to (cleft the moft 
foftening terms. He limply corroborated 
the fafts already ftated by the Baron. 

Godfrey was next examined.- He clearly 
proved the appearance of a phantom refem- 
bling his murdered Lord j but (till ftrenu- 
oufly afferted the innocence o( the accufed, 
and declared his pofnive convidkion that 
fome myfterious necromantic deluflon had 
been praftifcd. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 



JL HE evidence which went tq prove the 
probability of the fa6t was next examined, 
and this was principally brought forward by 
Father Hugo, whofe exaggerated reprefent- 
ation of .the diffenfion of the noble brothers 
had formerly been fo difpleafing to the 
deceafed Marquis. 

The violent paflion entertained by Albert 
De Courcy for the deftinpd bride of his 
brother, — the loud and threatening language 
he had addreffed to him on the night pre- 
vious to his departure from Gafcony — his 

interview 
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interview with Eglantine on the following 
morning — the ardent felicitations he ad- 
dreffed to her to confent to an elopement, 
(fully proved by that domeftic who had 
fecretly followed his fteps in the intention of 
preventing a duel between the brothers, and 
who, concealed by the thick foliage of the 
foreft, had overheard his conveffation with. 
Eglantine, and his fubfequent angry con- 
teft with the Marquis) — the violent perturba- 
tion of mind in which he departed, and the 
note in his hand writing, by which the 
.Marquis had been allured to his deftru&ion, 
was next produced, and compared, with its 
counterpart, found amongft his papers j and 
when to this body of evidence was fuper- 
added the ftrongly impreffive fad that the 
pidure of Eglantine, torn from the bofom of 
the murdered Marquis, had been difcovered 
carefully concealed amongft his effects, it 
was not wonderful that in an age when the 
belief of fupernatural agency was almoft 
. univerfally prevalent, the proofs of De 

Courcy's 
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Courey's guilt fhould appear incontrovertible 
and eonclufive. 

One of the Judges, influenced by the noble 
mien, the undaunted magnanimity of De 
Courcy, ventured to infinuate a poflibility 
that the writings might have been forged, 
and the pi&ure mingled with his effedts by 
the fraudful contrivance of a concealed 
enemy. 

To this it was anfwered that the weight 
of evidence which went to prove the reality 
of the imputed crime, brought with it a 
conviftion fo clear and perfedl as could 
only be annihilated by the admiflion of 
the improbable conjefture that all the 
proofs exhibited againft De Courcy had 
been the work of necromancy; it was 
added that, black as was the crime im- 
puted to the Marquis, the dark and difmal 
hiftory of the human heart teemed with 
precedents to eftablilh its probability. 

How 
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How often had "the dire crime of murdear 
been perpetrated when the commiffion of the 
heinous fa<5t had been urged by motives 
trivial and incompetent in cpmpartfon with 
thofe which had apparently raifed the hand 
of De Courcy againft the life of his brother— 
that brother doubly his rival in ambition 
and in love — love the mod furious and 
exafperating of human paffions, which had 
not only (acrificed innumerable victims to 
its deftruftive rage, but frequently violated 
the firft dread command of nature, and with 
maniac defperation, terminated the exiftence 
that fuflainedit! 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIH. 



•t Thou Searcher of men's hearts, 
" And fure Defender of the innocent, 
™ If I in this am guilty, ftrike me dead 5 
c< Or by fome unexpected means confirm, 
I am accufed unjuftly V* 

WHEN De Courc^ was called On to 
nuke a defence againfl. charges fo heavy and 
multiplied, he anfwered, with calm and noble 
intrepidity, that he was confeious he had 
none to make which could appear fatif- 
fa&ory. 

VOL. II. & To 
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To part of the charge be vokmtarilypleaded 
guilty, if there was guilt in feeling, even dur- 
ing the life of his brother, an impaffioned ten- 
dernefs for the heirefs of Berezule 5 avowing 
that, conceiving he had reafon to imagine 
this tendernefs was mutual, he would have 
refcued the objedl of his fond affe&ion from 
an union to which filial duty alone would 
have induced her to fubmit, and borne her 
to fome happier region where their love 
might have found an honourable fanftion, 
and a fafe afylum ; but that when Eglantine, 
with the dignity which belonged to the purity 
of her chara&er, not only rejefted, but 
refented the proposition, he yielded without 
a murmur to the mandate that deftroyed 
the afpiring hopes, of which the prefumption 
had been but momentary, and in the foiemn 
purpofe of his feul, had infli&ed on himfelf 
the voluntary penance of an eternal exile 
from her prefence. 

After his departure from Gafcony, he 
added, he had remained but a few days with 

his 
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his regiment; that rcftleflhefs of fpirit, 
incident to violent perturbation of mind, 
having prompted him to wander in vain 
purfuit of a mitigation of his fiifferings, to 
Which he was doubly incited by a wilh to 
conceal them from the obfervation of his 
aflbciatcs. Determined to remove to fomc 
Alpine fofitude, where no prying eye might 
witnefs the agonized tumults of his exacer- 
bated fpirit, Godfrey, the only confidant 
of his forrows or of his intentions* had accom- 
panied him to Savoy, When there, he 
fancied that to purfue his journey into Italy 
might produce a temporary fufpenfion of his 
corroding forrows. In this intention he had 
fent Godfrey back to his regiment for farther 
leave of abfence, and a fupply of money to 
enable him to execute his meditated project. 

<c I mention thefe circumftances," con- 
tinued De Courcy, " to exculpate my faithful 
fecretary from the black fufpicion which has 
attached to him of being a participator in a 
crime of which a fcries of aftonilhing and 
fatally concurring circumftances have Cott- 
le 2 fpired 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



220 , /CCUSING SPIRIT. 

fpircd to (lamp me guilty, I fee, I feel 
that my exiftence is devoted to deftru&ion, 
and my name to obloquy ; but, fortunately, 
the innocence of Godfrey can be eafily afcer- 
tained, for it can be indubitably proved that 
on the day which fo fatally terminated my 
brother's life, he was with the regiment, 
engaged in the bufinefs I had deputed him 
to tranfaft. In refpedt to myfelf, a train of 
unfortunate circumftances .would render it 
impoffible to prove an alibi. — Can I expert 
others to remember what I have myfelf for- 
gotten — the places where 1 fpent that fadly 
memorable day, and thofe which preceded 
and followed it ? 1 only recoiled that they 
were paffed in the folitudes of Savoy, where 
the hard rocks were my pillows, and the 
pines which waved over them, my only (helter 
from the no&urnal dews. Thus I fpent 
thofe melancholy days and nights, except 
when exhaufted by hunger, I cafually 
vifited the huts of the peaftnts, fotne of 
whom might poflibly recoiled having feea 
fuch a man ; but could it be expe&ed that 
they corre&ly noted when the fugitive vifit 

had 
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had been made ? — a circumftance of fuch 
common occurrence as that of an obfcure 
traveller having' flopped to require refrelh- 
ment at their cottages." 

He could indeed, he continued, authenticate 
that having found himfelffeized with a feverilh 
attack, he had applied for relief to a Cori vent 
of Ciftercian Monks, who had hofpitably re- 
ceived him* and watched the fymptoms of 
his malady with paternal benevolence and 
Christian' charity ; but, unfortunately, be- 
tween the time of his brother's deceafe, and 
that of his admiffion into the Convent, an 
interval of fufficierit length had elapfed to 
have allowed the perpetrator of the murder 
to have reached the Convent even on an 
earlier day than that on which he firft had 
entered it ; neither could his abfence from 
Gafcony, had he the power of proving it, 
avail in eftablifhingthe convi&ion of his inno- 
cence, as he might have reached the heart 
of his brother by the hand of a hired affaffin.. 

** The incompreheniible and ftrange cir- 
l 3 cumftances> 
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cumflances which have conlpired to ftig- 
matize me with the imputatiori of an odious 
and unnatural crime," continued DeCourcy, 
€< excite my aftonifhment, but provoke not 
my refentment ; for againft whom could my 
refentment be levelled but that fupernatural 
accufer, whofe falfe afieverations have drawn 
on my innocent head this tremendous weight 
of unexampled calamity ? — If I fall byfraud- 
ful artifice, who can I (who never had an 
enemy) fufpeft of pra&ifing it? To the 
apparent heirs of my pofleflions nofufpicion 
can attach, for by my ignominious fete my 
pofftflions will be forfeited to the crown. 
To no human berng can I attribute the 
guilt of my unjuft condemnation and un- 
timely fate. Some hand invifible points the 
thunder which ftrikes my devoted head ; if 
it come from hell, the fiends poffefs no 
power which is not delegated to them from 
on high : as the puniftiment, then, of fome 
unrepented unfufpefted crime, I bow in 
humility to the awful difpenfation ! 

" Judges of men ! your wifdom cannot 

penetrate 
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penetrate the receffes of the human heart. 
From circumftances you muft decide j thefe 
confpire to prove xne guilty : the laws de- 
mand their vi&im ! Hafte then— pronounce 
my fentence j I am prepared to hear, and 
willing to yield obedience to it J" 

The youth, the misfortune, the .noble 
candour* the undaunted firmnefs of De 
Courcy impreflcd the hearts of Ionic of the 
{pe&ators with a ftrong internal evidence 
of his innocence : amongft thefe was the com- 
panionate Judge, who had already fpoken, and 
again fuggefted new arguments in his favour* 

But they were overruled ; the decree wa* 
pronounced— De Courcy was fentenced to be 
broken on the wheel ! 

He heard the fentence 1 with unvarying, 
intrepidity. 

" Judges/* faid he, " you have decreed 

according to your fenfe of right, and your 

L 4- decree 
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decree is confequently equitable ; yet lome 
prophetic inftinft whifpers to my heart, that 
when the fpirit of him whom ye now con- 
demn to ignominious torture, (hall repofc 
in the pure peace of the virtuous, your 
fouls (hall be lacerated by the remembered 
proceedings of this day— that you will vainly 
wi(h to obliterate them by tears from the 
bloody regifter that records them IV 

De Courcy turned with impreflive dignity 
as he fpoke, and followed the jailers, who 
waited to reconduct him to his dungeon* 
where, in the charafter of a condemned 
malefaftor, he was laden with (till ftronger 
bonds and heavier fetters. 

The Monk Ignatius, much agitated by 
this fcene, was led from the Court, whilft 
the Judges feemed fixed in filent cbnfterna- 
tion, and appeared by their looks of horror 
to upbraid each other with the condemnation 
of the innocent — with having uttered an 
unjuft decree which none dared to revoke. 

Suck 
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Such were the proceedings of this fatal 
day ', and let thofe in whofe minds they raife 
aftonifhment^ or provoke incredulity, recoi- 
led the perverfion of human reafon at the 
period when they took place — let them 
perufe the fanguinary catalogues of the 
innocent viftims of fuperftition who, in the 
moft enlightened nations of the earth, were 
condemned to the flake for the ridiculous, 
imputation' of the imaginary crime of witch^ 
craft, at eras more recent thap that we now 
look back to. The acquittal of De Courcy 
would have been more furprifing than his- 
condemnation if, under fuch circumftances,, 
it had been pronounced by men whofe minds* 
were deeply tin&ured with the prevalent 
fuperftitions of the age they lived in, and to 
whofe apprehenfions to doubt the return of 
the dead would have appeared a culpable 
fpecies of infidelity — ah approach to Atheifm. 



a $ CHAP* 
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CHAP. XXIX. 



*' Altri nodi amor proroife P* ^ 



Be COURCY was remanded to prifbn. 
When he recovered fufficient freedom of 
thought to become confcious of his fi mat ion, 
he perceived that, he was feated at the foot 
of a done pillar, to which he was bound by 
heavy iron chains. No figh efcaped his 
bofom> no tear moiftened his burning eye- 
balls as he rolled them wildly around on the 
darkdamp walls of his dungeon v made vifible 
by a few rays of fallen light that faintly 
entered through a foiall iron grate fixed in, 

the 
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the center of the mafly door. His wander- 
ing looks fattened on this objed. 

<c Oh light!— Oh liberty I" heexclaimed,. 
c * are ye then loft to me for ever ? — But 

what are ye ? Oh Eglantine ! dearer than. 

life, than liberty, than glory !— Powers of 
mercy ! are thefe things fo — and am I the. 
fame De Courcy of late fo high in honour, 
fo cherifhed, fo beloved — beloved by Eglan- 
tine] — -now perhaps, detefted, dreaded,, 
fcorned !" 

The key turned, the. heavy bolts began 
to move, the door flowly opened. A perfon 
entered : it was Francis, the good Monk*, 
who, rufhing to De Courcy, threw his arms 
around.his neck, and burft into tears. 

cc Oh Father ! is it* thus you teach me 
refignation ?" cried De Courcy* # 

" Alas, my fon ! I prefume not tapreach 
to you that virtue I fo greatly require my- 
feif. I thought this careworn bread had. 
i*. 6 renounced! 
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renounced all human ties, abjuredall humair 
pafliDns; but I (till feel them rankling.in 
my heart ! — Forgive me, Heaven !— almoft 
could I curfe the Judges who have pro- 
nounced the unjuft decree ! Oh my. 

Eglantine — my loft unhappy child V 9 

" Aye, there, there I** cried De Courcy, 
gnafhing his teeth, and (hiking his fettered' 
ha* ids together, " thereiies the deadly fting, 
that poifons the fource of life ! — Oh this, 
burning torture of my brain! Where is 
the fortitude with which ere while I raifedr 
my eyes to my accufers — the magnanimity 
which, .with prophetic denunciation of future 
penitence and remorfe, ftruck terror to the 
fouls of my Judges ? Oh, fpeak to me, 
Father ! Where is that holy eloquence 
which, like the drain of ai) angel, was wont 
to infpire celeftial confidence— celeftial' 
peace ? Oh, fpeak of the eternal manfions 
of repofe* prepared for fuffering virtue— of 
the fublime contempt with which the eman- 
cipated fcul will look down on the 'earthly 
dungeon it has quitted — of triumphant 

palms — - 
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palms— of an jelic harmony !. Oh, call to 
my view the- glories of the beatiric vifion— 
kt its fpien lours fhroud and ecliple ihe inter- 
vening horrors — the tortuous wheel, the 
bloody executioner, the public ignominy l" 

" Oh my (on, my fon L fpare this 
burfting heart ! I cannot now repeat moral, 
lectures — the cold offspring of unimpaffion- 
ed judgment; — my heart is torn*— my brain 
is fevered ! Thefe is a time for all things-— 
this is an hour to weep ! For what did. 
Heaven allot us tears, but to embalm the 
memory of what we lore, to pour like, 
lenient balfam over the wounds beyond our 
power to heal 1" 

" Oh venerable man !" cried De Courcyy 
>*'friend of the wretch,, whofe afluafive drops- 
of holy fympathy allay the burning fever o£ 
my foul, foft and refrelhing as nodlurnal 
dews to the fun-ftruck pilgrim ! 

C4 Father," faid De Courcy with more 
compofure, after a paufe, " if Eglantine be* 
lieves me innocent, I lhall die content l" 

** NeVer- 
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c « Never could fo black a doubt pollute 
that mind of angel purity," 

cf Then, Father, will you fuffer me to write 
to Eglantine ?." 

" Yes, and I will be the bearer of your 
letter. To-night I will bring materials ; I 
mud quit you atprefent< — my nextvifitfhalk 
be longer/' 

<c Go then, Father, but remember with, 
what anxiety I (hall exped your return," 

The Mbnk.pundVually performed his pro- 
mife, and the next morning conveyed to. 
Eglantine the following letter, written by the. 
fettered hand of De Courcy; 



THE LETTER* 



u Will the noble heirefs of Orival, fo high 
in honour, fo uncontaminate in purity, liften. 
to the. fighs of a. condemned malefa&or*. 
breathed from the depth of the dungeon 

where*. 
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•where, kden with chains and ignominy, he 
lies fentenced to death for a crime at which 
humanity lhudders? 

€€ Oh Eglantine! to what a depth am J 
feller! What are the tranfient glories of 
this world I — When late the fun of fortune 
gilt me with meridian fplendour, how little 
did I think it was fo foon to fct— to fet. in 
blood !. 

<c Thus knpreffed with a fad convi&ion of 
the vanity of earthly profperity, fupported 
by the confolations of confeious innocence, 
and fecure of an acquittal before that Su* 
preme Tribunal whole awful decisions are 
ftamped with the facred feal of unerring 
juftice, methinks I could calmly await the 
terrors of approaching death, and endure the 
fcorn and deteftation of the deluded mul- 
titude. — But that Eglantine could for one 
moment believe me guilty ! — Eglantine the 
partner of my heart — my promifed bride ! 

" Memory with terrified amazement re- 
cals the late dreadful tranfadtions !— The 
powers of hell feem to have confpired the 

deftru&ioa 
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deftruftion of a man who would have w'ftifed! 
to mitigate the fufferings of its condemned 
inhabitants. Reafon runs wHd in the maze 
of improbable conjefture ! 

" Almighty Spirit ! who pervadfeft the 
univerfe, thine eye alone can- penetrate the- 
dreadful myftery, thy faving power can 
refcue me from the toils which encompafs 
me, or, if theinfcrutable counfels of unerr* 
ing wifdom have decreed me to fall, ca» 
infpire me with fortitude and holy hope ! 

" Eglantine, 1 will not infult our former 
affe&ion by entreating you to believe me 
innocent : the purity of your own heart 
will anfwer for the rectitude of mine. Could 
that heart have devoted its fpotlefs and fer- 
vent affe&ion to a wretch capable of fuch 
crimes as are alledged again ft me ? : — The 
facred inftinft of. her nature would have 
revolted againft the union— fome guardian.* 
faint or holy angel would have infpired her 
to fhrink with falutary horror from a mwv 
derer! 

" Yet, Oh Eglantine ! one paflionate defira 
6 predominates* 
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predominates in my foul with reftlefs per- 
turbation — Oh might I hear from your own 
lips the avowed belief of my innocence ! 
Methinks one tear of fympathy would ope- 
rate like healing balm on my heart — heal 
every wound of for row — expunge every trace 
of affliftion ! 

<c Away, phantoms of interdifted felicity, 
that with inceflantafliduity torture my fever- 
ifh brain — Oh leave me to the fad repofe my 
fate may yet allow 1 — Eglantine, we meet no 
more \ 

€€ Yet why no more ? — A hand invifible 
—and let us revere the blow it has dealt — has 
torn the filver chain that bound our hearts 
in puse arid hoJy union — fundered or* 
eaTth, but inviolate i& Heaven !' Beyond 
the dreary paflage of the grave our liberated 
fpirits (hall refume it with higher, holier rap* 
ture. To that hour, my Eglantine, diredfc ' 
your weeping eyes — liften to the confolation^ 
of the white-winged, angel, Faith : (be will 
open to your view the ferene manfions of 
the bleffed— flic will (hew the fpirit of your 

De 
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DeCourcy, in the holy enthufiafm of feraphfc 
love, flill hovering around you, fympathizing 
in your forrow, and participating in your joy, 
•• Yet write once morel — Let me read your 
repeated affuranccs of my innocence— let 
me prefs your laft bleffiug to my dying 
lips ! 

" Adieu, Eglantine-— adieu !— but not for 
ever l" 



"I* this, Father/ 9 faid Eglantine, turning to 
the Monk, with a (mile— -Smiles are ufually 
the gentle offspring of innocence, ofpieafure, 
'or of love, and give endearing graces to the 
countenances they animate ; but there is a 
mile which exprefies more gloomy defpera* 
tion, more agonized bittcrnefs of foul thaa 
complainings, groans, and tears can evidence. 
Such was the ffnile worn by the features o f 
Eglantine when, turning tot hcMonk, fhefaid, 

cl Is this, Father, the confolation you bring, 
me ?. Smooth and foft is the language of 

this 
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this letter, and fmoothand foft the oil which, 
poured on a burning furnace, makes it blaze 
the fiercer 1 — De Courcy may fpeak of con- * 
fqlation — he may look to that Heaver* whofe 
glories arc opening fall upon him; but I, 
wretched, melancholy, widowed ipedlre! 
doomed to drag my heavy clanking chain 
through this miierable fepulchre of departed 
joy — of joy how bright — how exquifite !— 
to groan beneath this terrible burden of 
cxiftence which, abhorring as I do, I muft 
not, dare not terminate ! Oh Father 1 how 
long can I bear all this ? When, Oh when 
will fubdued nature yield to thefe agonizing 
conflifts ? 

" To fuffer for an imaginary crime — to 
be broken on the wheel like an infamous 
criminal I— Ifabelle,, where are you ? — Come 
near me — let me feel you — tell me do I 
wake — what does this mean ? — Am I ill ?— 
Are "thefe horrible chimeras the black off- 
spring of delirious fancy ? 

" Oh ! I am anlwered by your tears* 
Vainly — vainly would 1 lull my anguifhed 

foul. 
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foul to vifionary peace ! — Oh this load that 
oppreffes me ! Throw open the cafements — 
I (hall fuffocate ! Come,. Ifabelle, come with 
me to the battlements !" 

• c The battlements, Mademoifelle ! You 
fee how dark it is V 9 

" No matter : — what is light— what is 
darknefs ? Oh that it were dark for ever V r 

With the precipitance of agonized feeling. 
(be flew off as (he fpoke. Ifabelle purfued 
her quick Heps. The weeping Monk re- 
tired to pray for the mitigation of that di£» 
trefs his companionate efforts had no power 
tQ alleviate. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 



u No&urnal dewdrops o'er the flowers 

" A genial balm diffufe 3 
" But fofter to affliction's night 

« Are Pity's holy dew* V* 



JlLARLY next day Father Francis, return- 
ing to Eglantine, found her more colleded. 

" Father," faid Eglantine, looking ear- 
neftly at the Monk, c< do you conceive my N 
mifery ?" 

" I do, my child, and deeply compaf- 
fibnatc it." 

« If 

- 
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<c If you companionate, you will confent 
to alleviate it." 

" Would to Heaven I could V 9 

cc You can," faid Eglantine with, wild 
cagernefs j u comparative peace, at leaft, 
you can reftore me I When you next vifit 
De Courcy, let me accompany you ! Diftraft 
ire not by a refufal I" (he continued more 
wildly, «bferving him preparing to fpeak ; 
<l I have inceffantly revolved this project in 
my mind— I know it to be practicable — my 
laft remaining hope of earthly peace hangs 
on it { To-night, when the family, retire,. 
1 will meet you at the foreft gate ; — but afev 
miles feparate me from De Courcy ; I cai 
perform fo fhort a journey on horfeback — 
even on foot, methinks, I could perform it ! 
You muft prepare me a difguife, under 
which you may without difficulty introduce 
me to De Courcy/' 

" My child, you know not the danger in 
which fo wild a projeft might involve us !" 

" Oh Father, fear nothing \ fome holj 

angel 
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Angel will proteft you. What have yeu to 
fear?" ■ - 

" On my own account little: — repeated 
ftrokes of calamity have feared this bofom— 
but for you, my child, I fear much !" 

*« What have you to fear for me ? Can 
1 be more wretched than I already am? 
Oh Father !" laying her hand on her bofom, 
%t if you could but feel what paffes here ! I 
read in your looks the reproaches your huma- 
nity repreffes; they reprove the impatient 
anguifh of my foul — they fpeak the mild 
language of reafon and religion $ but their 
voice is drowned in this fwell of impetuous 
paffion* Had De Courcy died, "I could 
have bedewed his honourable grave with the 
meek tears of refignation, and received with 
humility the quiet con folat ions of devotion? 
but now, Oh Father 1 what have I done to 
merit this dreadful chaftifement ? I thought 
none but the guilty could undergo fuch hor* 
rors ! And will you refufe to my defpair 
the only means of alleviation Heaven has 
left it ?— Oh let me fee De Courcy !" 

"And 
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€ * And have you fortitude equal to the 
enterprife ? Is there a perfon within thefe 
walls to whom you could prudently confide 
your defign ?" 

" Yes, to Ifabelle. Yet no — fuch confi- 
dence might injure her :— but I want not her 
affiftance $ only promife to await me at the 
foreft gate/' 

" But can you brave thofe fuperftitious 
horrors," faid the Monk, " which fo lately 
appalled your imagination ? As, in the 
filence and darknefs of midnight, you traverfe 
the deferted galleries and folitary courts, 
may" not even the mournful murmurs of 
the wind found to the ear of affrighted 
fancy as the groans of fome fupernatural 
being, — -or fome common objeft, partially 
difcoyered by the glimmering ftar-light, be 
transformed, by the magic of terrified ima- 
gination, into a horrid fpe&re ? If in this 
dreary filence of midnight folitude, whilft 
remote from human affiftance, your fpirit 
ihould fink beneath thofc vifionary terrors, 

your 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ACCUSING SPIRIT* &4I 

your life or reafon might become the vi&im 

of the fatal rathnefs. If " 

" If," interrupted Eglantine wildly, "if 
you could conceive for a moment the an- 
guifti of my foul, you would ceafe to tor- 
ture it with thefe groundlefs apprehenfions ! 
There was indeed a time when my timid 
ipirit would have fhrunk at the murmuring 
of the breeze — have been ftartled at the 
fcreaming of the owl ; but it is now a&uated 
by refolution, infpired with energy unfelt 
before. Unconfcious of guilt, I feel fearlefs of 
danger. What have I now to fear ? — What 
form amongft the eternal train could blaft 
my view with fuch horror as that of De 
Courcy, the inhabitant of a difmal dun* 
geon, chained to the earth like fome atro- 
cious criminal, condemned to death for 
murder — for the murder of a brother !° 

" Horrible indeed 1" faid the Monk, 
c * too horrible I fear for your gentle fpirit 
to fupport l" 

" Oh Father ! do not trifle with my im- 
patience, my delpair! This dreadful ide* 

vox*. II. m is 
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is never abfent from my mind ! — I fee him 
now — in the gloom of night he haunts me : 
my flumbers, if I (lumber, are broken by 
his groans — I ftart in agonizing terror from 
my pillow — hurried on by fome dreadful 
impulfe, I afcend the battlements- of the 
Caftle 1 The difmal gloom that overfpreads 
the creation — the hoarfe murmurs of the 
wind through the foreft— the fullen echoes 
of the dafhing waves feem to lull the tumults 
of my bofom. But I'awake to new horrors 
from this tranfitory ferenity, I caft a wild 
and wiftful glance on the trouble^ ocean ; 
fome demon whifpers that my tortured foul 
might find repofo in its deep bofom ! I fling 
myfelf on my knees— I implore the affiftance 
of* every blefled faint and angel to enable 
me to fubdue the dreadful impulfe : — yet, 
Oh ! if, in the delirium of infupportable 
affli&ion, Paffion ftiould for a moment fnatch 
the reins from Reafon, and Frenzy perform 
a deed at which conference would ftart with 
affrighted horfor ! — Oh Father ! can you not 
catch the meaning of my foul V 9 

" My 
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« My child, I do !" replied the Monk, 
colle&ing all of aufterity he could colleft ; 
u but differ not your reafon to be lulled to 
deceitful repofe by the cafuiftry of the par- 
dons ; their's is the empire of choice, not of 
neceflity : feldora do they hold the reins 
v/hich reafon was deftined by the Almighty 
to poffcis, unlefs when voluntarily fubmitted 
to their government by the caprice of 
human will. F6w, perhaps, are the blamelefs 
vi&ims of Frenzy ; not that they impioufly 
wooed the hideous fiend to (hake the throne, 
and affume the fceptre of Reafon, but they 
have not refilled her approaches— they have 
nourished thofe fatal paffions which have 
invited and confirmed her baleful fway.-*- 
The wretched maniac may not be account- 
able for the horrors his frenzy may prompt 
him to commit j but his may be the earlier 
folly, and the fin of fuffering reafon, that 
fair and radiant ftar,whofefacred illumination 
the Almighty fent to guide us to himfelf, 
to be fliorn of its heavenly beams— to be 
eclipfed by the black ftorms of the tem- 
m 2 peftuous 
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pefluous paffions ! We are accountable for 
reafon as for life to the All-hallowed Source 
of both ; — for what is life without that better 
gift ? Oh, then, my child, ^ as you prize 
your prefent comfort and eternal peace^ re- 
train thefe rebellious confli&s of your trou- 
bled foul — fubmityour widies to that unerr- 
ing Wifdom which, even at the moment 
when the blindnefs of human folly arraigns 
its difpenfations, is fecretly working for our 
good 1" 

" Oh Father ! I flood on the brink of a 
precipice ! You have plucked the bandage 
from my eyes 4 I fee the gulph which yawned 
beneath me — yes, wretch that I was ! I 
abhorred the reafon, whofe detefted light 
ferved but to (hew the fuperior horrors of 
my deftiny!— Oh Heaven ! I even wilhed to 
relinquilh it ! and then foft glimpfes of a 
blefled oblivion feemed to beam on my mind ; 
for,, methought— but now I fee the miferable 
deception — methought the wild ravages of 
frenzy could not be imputed to me as guilt ! 
Yet, Oh Father I they will return, I feel— 

I feel 
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I feel the terrible impulfes will return if you 
rejedt my fupplication— if you will not fuffer 
me to fee De Courcy !" 

<c And will the reality of the vifionary 
teene," faid the Mpnk, " which fo power- 
fully affe&s your imagination, contribute to 
reftore the repofe of reafon and religion to 
your agitated breaft ?" 

Ci Oh yes, yes !— let me but fee De 
Courcy — let me but receive his vows of 
innocence — his lafl. profeflions of affe&ion, 
and this fevered perturbation will yield to 
the filent ferenity of grief ! — A wild impati- 
ence agitates my fpirits — my head burns — 
my tears have ceafed to flow ! You fay De 
Courcy bears his fate with manly fortitude, 
with pious refignation ! Oh, then let his 
example inftrudt — his confoling wifdom 
footh me ; andfofter fenfations will fucceed 
to this horrible defpondency — my tears will 
flow— tears of compaffion for his fate, and, 
of contrition for my own weaknefs ! — Oh 
Father ! arc you ftill irrefolute ?" 

m 3 The 
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The Monk paufed,~till obferving the wild 
expreffion of defpair which his hefitation 
lighted up in the countenance of Eglantine, 
and fearing left fome dreadful cataftrophe 
might be the refult of hisrefufal, he relu£t- 
antly yielded to the ardour of her entreaties, 
and promifed to meet her at midnight at 
the foreft gate. 



CHAP. XXXI. 



« Where light -heel'd ghofts and vifionary (hades 
« Beneath the wan cold moon, as fame reports, 
« Embody'd thick, perform their myftic rounds*** 

STRANGE fenfations of delight agitated 
fhc foul of Eglantine. Thofe who attended 

her, 
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her, wondered at the fudden alteration, which 
they attributed to the pious confolations of 
her good Confeflbr. The day was pafled ia 
thinking of her purpofed plan, and devifing 
means for its execution^ She mod feared 
the affectionate vigilance of Ifabelle, who 
flept in her chamber, and whom (he gene- 
roufly determined not to expofe to the 
hazard of the Baron's or the Lady Gene- 
viora's indignation, to which the difcovery 
of her participation in fuch a plan would 
certainly fubjedt her. This inconvenience 
lhe eluded by ordering an anodyne potion 
for herfelf, which (he'eafily contrived to min- 
gle with the beverage prepared for Ifabelle, 
who thus enjoyed an involuntary refpite from 
the affiidfcion with which the fate of her 
miftrefe, and that of her lover, alternately 
agonized her faithful hearts 

As the hour deftined for the accomplifli- 

ment of her plan approached, Eglantine 

anxioufly watched the movements of the 

family. She heard the (hutting of the gates, 

m 4 the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



£+8 ACCUSING SPIRIT.. 

the (hooting of the bolts, the lafl: diftant 
footfteps of the retiring domeftics. 

As the appointed hour advanced, her 
agitation increafed — it was the agitation of 
hope ; (he had no fear except that of being 
prevented in the execution of her plan, and 
of this (he forefaw there was little proba* 
bility. 

The clock (truck twelve. She flung her- 
fclf before the altar in her oratory facred to 
the Bleffed Virgin, and with the fervid 
enthufiafm of a devotion not untindtured 
with fuperftition, and inflamed by the 
perturbation of an agonized fpirit, entreated 
the favour and mediation of her holy Pa* 
.tronefs, and befought her to profper the 
enterprise (he engaged in. 

Rifing from her knees, die felt as if 
armed with fupernatural courage, which (lie 
almoft perfuaded herfelf to impute to the 
infpiration of the divine mediatrix, .whofe 
prote&ion Xhe had ft> earneftly foliated* 

but 
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but there is a fatal fortitude in defpair, and 
it was. this which (he experienced in all its 
energy:. 

She opened her cafement : — all below was 
tranquil. The broad wan orb of the moor j 
difcernible at intervals through the thick 
black clpuds, threw over the (hadowy fcene 
a feefeleand interrupted luftre, and the winds 
fwept in (brill gufts, which died away in 
melancholy, murmurs* 

Wholly occupied "by the purpofe which 
engroffed her foul, Eglantine defcended with 
fteady and cautious fteps. Undaunted by 
fitence and darknefs, the traverfed the long 
galleries and antique halls, fo late the the- 
atres where fceaes of fupernatural horror had 
been a&ed. All was wrapped in deathlike 
ferenity ar-d gloom — no hollow groan admo- 
niihed her to forbear— no (pectre burft its 
marble cafements to oppofe her paflage. 
Unappailed and unmolefted, (he reached a 
fmall, pattern gate of which Ihe had fecured 
m 5 a key s 
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* key ; flie flew like lightning through the 
courts, and arrived at the gate where Father 
Francis had promifed to attend her. She 
gave one ftroke, the appointed fignal ; the 
Monk anfwered h with three on the ootfidc. 
She opened it. 

u Oh my child !" he exclaimed, « with 
^ivhat anxiety have I awaited you ! How 
often have I cenfured my own blind indul- 
gence to your wi(hes ! Do you ftill perfift 
in your intention ?" 

" Father, let us not wafte time'. — Hark! 
the dogs already give the alarm — their bark* 
ing may awake the family. Hafte— hafte f 
give me your hand — you know the way !" 

" It is narrow and difficult," faid the 
Monk ; " let me fupport you." 

He had himfelf more occafion for the 
fupport he offered— he trembled with anx- 
iety and apprehenfion ; but her nerves were 
firm : the ardent impulfes of her mind hur- 
ried her onwards, and the Mpnk could 
4 fcarcely 
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fcarcely keep pace with the rapidity of her 
movements. 

In their way the ruined burying-ground 
was to be crofied, where the Marquis had 
been murdered, A phalanx q£ imaginary 
fpe&res- guarded this interdicted! fpot :— 
the hind viewed it from afar with fenfetiona 
of fliuddering horror, and fought a longer 
path, Which wound amongft the mountains, 
to his humble home. The ivy which 
mantled the ruined arch, formerly impeded 
in its growth, and torn by the hand of the 
carelefs paffenger, now hung to the ground 
in luxuriant feftoons, which the Monk waa 
obliged to raife ere Eglantine could pafs 
beneath ; whilft the birds of night, lhakea 
from their thick covert by the motion, 
flapped their heavy wings, and flew with 
difmal fcreamings around the heads of our 
no&urnal wanderers. 

Eglantine's attention was arretted : — (ho 

flopped— -flie paufed — (he looked ftedfaftly 

m 6 on 
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on the fpot where the murdered body had 
been found in the long thick grafs befide the 
dilapidated tomb ! 

€t Oh unfortunate brothers!" lhe ex- 
claimed, " foon will De Courcy be as cold — 
as lifelefs ! But he dill lives !— Oh Father t 
lofe no time I" 

She again fprang forwards, and the Monk 
purfued her rapid fteps. 

They now found themfelves on a wild 
barren h«ath, half covered with rocks, and 
overgrown with furze and brambles. Here 
Eglantine was obliged to follow the Monk, 
who, fearful of miffing the narrow path 
which led to the Convent, where the plan 
he had adopted forced them to ftop, was 
often obliged to turn and look around, and 
wait till the opening clouds allowed the feint 
beams of the moon to direct him in the 
doubtful way. 

When 
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When they arrived at an old blighted 
oak, that had alone withftood the bleak and 
bitter blafts which had levelled with the duft 
its cotemporary brethren of the foreft, the 
Monk flopped, and railing the ivy, which 
concealed a large hollow in its trunk, drew 
from thence the habit of a Monk of his 
own order, which he threw over Eglantine. 

«< This difguife," faid he, drawing the 
long black cowl over her face, " Ihould you 
even be feen, will (hield you from fufpicion. 
It is known that I often go out at night to 
adminifter the holy rites of our Church to the 
fick and dying, and it will be believed that 
you are one of the brethren whom I have 
brought to affift me in this pious office. 
Under this difguife you will eafily gain ad- 
. million to De Courcy, whofe jailer I have 
prepared for our reception." 

" Then De Courcy expeds me?" faid 
Eglantine, 

" No," faid the Monk, « I feared to 
apprize hiin of your intention, left fome ine- 
vitable 
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vkable obfkcle might prevent its execution. 
But we are now near the Convent, and it 
is neceffary that I conceal you whilft I leek 
the peafant whom I have commiflioned to 
provide us with horfes. . I fliall not be abfent 
more than a quarter of an hour : — would you 
fear to remain during that interval in the 
vaults of the Convent ?" 

" Father," returned Eglantine, €< I have 
already told you I fear nothing. Methinks 
the awful repofe which hovers over thofe 
dark manfions of the dead, would mitigate 
the keennefs of my fenfations. The difmat 
gloom of the fcpulchral vault is more con- 
genial with my feelings, more foothing to 
xny affliction, than the gay faloon whofe 
radiant illuminations would ihfult the deep 
defpondency of my foul/* 

" You are right, my child \ amongft thefe 
awful monuments of mouldering mortality 
there is much advantage to be reaped, and 
no evil to be dreaded.— -Ah, would to Hea- 
ven the habitations of the living were as 
fefeT! 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

u 'Midft (culls and coffins, epitaphs and worms P* 

JL HEY had now defcended to the deep 
glen in which the Convent was fituated. 
They entered the court, and paffed from 
thence to. the cloifters* All the fraternity 
fccmed at reft ; not a found was heard but 
the wind murmuring through the branches 
of a gigantic yew, which, growing in the 
midft, completely canopied the cloifters with 
its dark green foliage. The Monk, opening 
a low gpte which led to the vault, bade 
Eglantine enter ; and taking her hand, 
for the darknefs was total, conduced 

her 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2 $6 ACCUSING SPIRITS 

her to a tomb, and again admonishing her to 
fupport her fpirits, left her, and fattened the 
door after him. 

Eglantine, alone in this melancholy depo~ 
fitory, felt that her fortitude did not forfake 
her. As (he leaned on the tomb, Ihe felt 
fomething beneath her hand, and its fhape 
convinced her it was a human fcull. 

« This fcdll/ 9 faid (he, " that now lies 
mouldering in filent tranquillity, was once 
the feat of human reafon, that proud and 
aftive principle. What proje&s may have 
been conceived within this circle !" grafping 
its cold circumference with her hands ; 
u what fchemes of ambition may have 
agitated itsbufy brain— what bright chimeras 
of ideal happinefs n\ay have floated before 
its fafcinated eyes ! — e/es ere long, per? 
haps, deftined to efface with floods of tears 
the fading pi&ures of delufive fancy. Now 
the emulation of pride, the ardour of ambi- 
tion, the foft folitudes of love, each prinr 

ciple 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ACCUSING SPIRIT. 2tf 

triple whofc bufy impulfe a&uated the mind, 
are funk in extindtion. — God of my life ! 
why haft thou formed the human heart to 
feel this poignancy of anguifli for ills fo 
tranfient ? An hour will come, and me- 
thinks it is not far diftant, when, mute and 
motionlefs as this mouldering veftige of 
mortality, I too (hall fteep, in the dull obli- 
vion of the grave, thefe agonized fenfations 
which throb with delirious anguifli in my 
brain, and rankle with poifonous malignity 
in my heart I" 

. Her meditations were interrupted by a 
found which fcemed to proceed in faint echoes 
from the farther end of the vault. She 
imagined it might be Father Francis re- 
turning by fome different way. She liftened, 
" and, looking towards the place from whence 
the found proceeded, faw rays of light, at 
firft feeble and indiftinft, but which ftrength- 
ening by degrees, difcovered the figure of a 
man, imperfeftly revealed by the light he 
carried, which dimly glimmered through 

the 
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the thick white damps of this fepulchral 
rccefs. 

On his nearer approach, perceiving he 
wore the habit of the order, (he no longer 
doubted that it was the good Francis. 
The Monk, meantime, flopped, liftened, 
and looked around, him with an air that 
denoted apprehenfion. All was filent as the 
dead around him. He held up his light, 
and looked downwards, as if in fearch 
of fomething on the ground, which he 
feemed carefully to examine. He fet his 
light on the ground, and as he raifed him- 
felf, and threw back his cowl, Eglantine, 
who now perceived he was not her.Confeflbr, 
fancied his figure, for his features (he could 
not difcern* refembled that of Ignatius. 

Whilft (he attentively regarded him, he 
drew a mattock from beneath his habit. 
He (truck the ground : the (broke aroufed 
the deep echoes of the cavern $ he darted at 
the founds he himfelf produced, and again 
looked round. He repeated his ftrokes. ,. 

Ffflantine, 
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Eglantine, much aftonifhed at this fpec- 
facle, and fearing left this incident might 
lead to the difcovery of. her enterprife, 
experienced extreme terror and agitation. 

The Monk threw down his mattock, and 
thrufl his arm into the hole he had made, 
as if in fearch of fomething. Eglantine, 
knowing herfelf to be concealed by the 
obfeurity of the vault, and the tomb behind 
which (he flood, bent forward to obferve 
him. The feull which lay on the tomb 
flipped from under her hands ; it fell, and 
rolled along the ground. The Monk ftart- 
ed ; he looked around in evident apprehen- 
fian, and feizing the mattock, threw the 
loofe earth into the hole from whence he 
had removed it, and haftily extinguishing 
his lamp, (he heard the found of his light 
precipitate footfteps retreating through the 
fubterranean paflages, till their echoes, died 
away into total filence. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XXXIIf. 



« Altre famine, mltii nodi imor promefe." 

TAISOr 



EGLANTINE bad heard that the Monks 
of a particular order were obliged, by the 
inftitutions of the community, to dig each 
day a portion of the grave which was defUned- 
for the future reception of their mortal part; 
and when (he firft beheld the employment 
of the Monk, it had occurred to her that 
fome vow of rigorous penitence had occa- 
fioned him to interrupt his midnight (lum- 
bers 

Digitized by VjOOQ lC 



ACCUSING SPIRIT* 26 1 

bers for the performance of this folemn 
office. But this was a pious office ; and 
if pious, wherefore accompanied by the 
Symptoms of terror and confternation, which 
ieemed the evidences of guilt ? 

Her refle&ions were interrupted by the 
opening of the door ; but her alarm was 
inftantly diffipated by the voice of Father 
Francis, who foftly pronounced her name. 
He took her hand, and led her through the 
cloifters, till they found themfelyes outfide 
the walls of the Convent, where the horfes 
waited, which they immediately mounted. 

Eglantine repeated to the Monk her re- 
cent alarm. He liftened with furprifed atten- 
tion. 

" And you fancied the figure refembled 
that of Ignatius ?" 

" I fancied fo, but it might have been 
only fancy. I thought at this hour all the 

brothers 
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brothers of the Convent refted in profound 
repofe !" 

" I thought fo too ; but there are pafli- 
ons which banifii repofe from the bofoms 
they inhabit.— Profane, facrilegious wretch!— 
'Tis horrible that crimes fo atrocious fhould 
lurk beneath the garb of affumed finftity I 
We have nearly efcaped difcovery, yet the 
cp ward ice of guilt might have been our 
Security. I need not, my child, warn you 
againft the 'epctWon of a circumftance, 
which you could not mention without re- 
vealing the enterprife which' led to it/* 

" I will not mention it, Father; but let 
us mend our fpeed — Oh, confider my im- 
patience !" 

•As the way was now fmooth and open/ they 
proceeded with a fwiftnefs which bore fome 
proportion to Eglantine's anxiety. The 
circumftance fhe had witneffed in the vault, 
the ftrong iurprife and" horror the Monk had 
expreffed at it, and the guilt which he 
feemed to attach to an avocation apparently 

fo 
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fo innocent as that of removing a little clay 
in a burying-ground, at another period 
would have powerfully excited her attention 
and curiofity ; but her thoughts, now exclu- , 
fively engroffed by one fubjed, refted not a 
moment on any other. 

As the clock ftruck two, they arrived at 
the gate of the prifon. The Monk aflifted 
Eglantine, and fupported her as (lie entered 
it. The horfes were left to the care of the 
peafant who had attended them, and the 
furiy jailer led them through the long paf- 
fages and difmal windings of the pnfon, 
lighted at intervals by the half extinguithed 
lamps, which feebly glimmering through 
the mifty gloom, faintly difcovered tiie 
fqualid naftinefs of this fad receptacle of 
human mifery and guilt. 

They arrived at an arched door, inlaid 
with rows of mafly nails. The jailer turned 
the reluctant key, and drew the heavy bars : it 
opened i Eglantine imagined (he was arrived 

•at 
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at the dungeon. Her fortitude deferted her, 
her blood ran cold, her heart beat with a 
violence that fufpended her refpiration— (he 
leaned for fupport on the Monk. 

cc We have farther yet to go," faid the 
Monk, interpreting her emotion. 

She turned, and beheld a long deep flight 
of ftone flairs. 

" We muft defcend thefe fleps/' faid 
Father Francis. 

They were rendered fo flippery by the 
dirt and damps, that the descent was difficult. 
The jailer walked on before. The fortitude 
which had hitherto fuftained Eglantine, 
feemed now entirely to abandon herj the 
Monk dreaded left her emotion fliould 
betray her to the jailer. He whifpered to 
herfomc reproving words/ and (he aflumed 
more refolution. 

. At the end of another paflage the jailer, 

opening 
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opening a ftrong gate, bade them enter, 
and retiring, locked it after him. 

Eglantine, exhaufted and trembling, funk 
for fupport on the bofom of her conduftor. 
She raifed her head, and threw an earnefl: 
look into the damp and difmal dungeon. 
It was lighted by a fingle lamp, hung to a 
xnafly pillow, placed in the midft for the 
purpofe of iupporting a roof, which feemed 
ready to crufh with inftant ruin the heads 
it covered. . She heard a fudden clank of 
chains ; and .a voice which, though hoarfe 
and hollow, (he knew to be that of De 
Courcy, called aloud, " Who's there ?" 

cc Oh Father!" cried he, perceiving the 
Monk, whoflowly advanced, Hill iupporting 
the trembling fteps of Eglantine, " why 
have you fo long delayed your vifit ? You 
know not what I have fufferedin the anxiety 
of tedious expedition ! — What news from 
Eglantine ? Have you not brought me a 

vol. ix. n letter 
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letter — will fhe not even write to me ? — 
Am I then utterly abandoned and defpifed ?' f 

" Soon will you receive an unparalleled 
proof of the conftancy you feem to doubt." _ 

<c Oh let me then. receive it ! But who 
is this by whom you are accompanied ?" 
he continued, dartingan eager glance through 
the gloom, which only allowed him an indif- 
tinft view of Eglantine's aflumed habit. 

♦ 

Eglantine, trembling, and hanging on the 

arm of the Moqk, advanced. She would 

have fpoken, but her emotion fuffocated 

her voice. The Monk threw back the cowl 

that concealed her face, and her radiant 

treffes fell on her dark habit, like the filver 

moonbeams dreaming on the black clouds 

of night. The angelic femblance could not 

be miftaken : —the foul of De Courcy fprang 

• forwards to meet its beloved j but his body 

was fettered — the chain which bound him to 

the pillar drew him backwards, and he fell 

proftrate on the ground ! 

Eglantine 
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Eglantine flung hcrfelf befide hrm ; he 
clafped her to % his bofom, and (lie felt his 
manacles prefs her tender limbs. It was a 
moment of luxurious differing— of agonized 
enjoyment I 

Clafped in each other's arms, bathed in 
each other's tears, re-echoing each other's 
groans, thefe faithful unfortunate lovers lay 
extended on the cold damp earth, whilft the 
Monk, Heeling befide them, bent over 
them with folemn filent fympathy, and be* 
dewed them with drops of paternal anguiftn 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 



w Ed Oh ! mia morte avventucofa appiena 
" O fortunati miei dolce martin, 
u S'impctrcro che giunto feno a feno, " 
•« L'anima mia nclla tua bocca io fpiri P* 

Tassow 



" SEE, Father," faid Eglantine, rifingfrom 
the arms of De Courcy, "■ I now can weep 
— I am relieved— I am comparatively 
happy ! M 

" Oh Eglantine !" exclaimed De Courcy, 
" exalted excellence— bright miracle of 
fortitude? and faith, fpeak peace to rrjy con- 
Aiding foul ! Allure the loft Pe Courcy, 

though 
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though the Powers of Hell have confpired 
to ftamp him guilty, you credit his folemiv 
afieverations of his innocence !" 

cc Of your innocence, De Cburcy !— - 
Would I have thus diverted myfelf of my 
fex's delicacy, my fex's fears for a [mur- 
clerer ! — thus folded a murderer to my bo- 
fcm — thus bathed him in my tears ?- Dbes 
not this ho!y man abhor the horrid calumny ? 
The weak credulity of love might fondly 
err ; but he is wife and penetrating.'* 

" Yet the world confpires to mark me* 
with reprobation !— destined, to wafte the 
.. miferable remnant of exiftence in the ter- 
rible obfcnrity of this loathfome dungeon — 
loaded with the execration of the virtuous— 
chained to the bare earth like a bead of 
prey — a monfter whofe crimes have rendered 
him obnoxious to fbciety — doomed never 
more to behold the glorious radiance of the 
fon, till the ignominious houn when, it fhall'; 
reveal my eternal fhame. to the unfeeling, 
gaze of an infulting populace L Oh my; 
Eglantine ! why was the heroic tendernefe ofT 
»1 your 
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your heart devoted to a wretch fo forlorn— 
fo undone ?" 

•' That its afluafive foftnefs might allay 
the anguilh, and reprefs the bitter repinings 
cf your foul," replied the good Father. 
<c See how' the hand of Paternal • Mercy 
mingles the cup of blefling even with the" 
bittereft drops of adverfity ! Behold this 
lovely form — a form enriched with an an- 
gelic mind— that mind devoting to you its 
fervent fpotlefs affe&ions t When Eglantine 
D'Orival, the beautiful, the rich, the noble, 
led by the heroifm of honourable love, pene* 
tratingthe deep dungeon of the condemned 
De Courcy, folds him ta her heart, and 
bathes htm in her tears, fliall he call him- 
felf forlorn — undone? Is this a little tri- 
umph ? The Monarch, fur rounded by venal 
parafites, who, deferting his dying couch, 
would fly to pay obeifance to the rifing fun* 
might envy fuch a triumph to the condemned 
De Courcy 1'* 

" Nor would I refign it to be a Monarch,'" 
faid De Courcy, " if in this moment my 
Judges,, revoking my fentence, reflored me 

to 
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to libert y, to life, to fame ! What would 
avail my liberation if Eglantine ft.il! believed 
me guilty ? Oh Eglantine, far dearer are 
thefe fetters watered by your tears, than the 
brighteft wreaths of honour, if you beheld 
them with contempt I" 

" De Courcy," faid Eglantine, " for you I 
lived — with you I would have died i f 
Oh my friend t to you this tranfitory fcene 
will foon be clofed! — Angels will hover over 
that parting hour which to the dim vifion of 
mortality may feem difgraceful. Their holy 
harps will foot ft your flying- fpirit j releafed 
by the ftroke of death, it will rife in triumph 
to their blefled fociety, and fhould it caft one 
glance to the fad habitation it abandons " 

" That glance (hall be to Eglantine P* 

" I believe it," -faid' Eglantine ; " and 
that fond idea (hall conftitute the remaining 
confolation of my exiftencc. f 

" Religion," faid the Monk, " though; 
it may not reprove the idea, has confola- 

6 ' tions 
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tions more fublime ;; and Hereafter, my 
'child; when this fwell of paffion fubfides to 
ferenity, you will feeland acknowledge their 
facred efficacy.**' 

u Oh yes,, my Father, hereafter I (hallhe- 
refigned and reafonable* but now ■ ' » 

Eglantine,' feated on the ground befide 
De Courcy, fupported his head on btt 
bofom, and bathed his face with her tears y 
and even in this laft extreme of calamity,, 
tbefe unfortunate lovers found a rapture- 
combined with their mifery which feemed 
almoft to endear it : but it was of trartfient 
duration ; the Monk was obliged to remind 
them of the latenefs of the hour. 

•* We muff part then," faid De Courcy^ 
preffing Eglantine ftill clofer to his bofom,. 
" we muft part, and for ever ! — Almighty 
Powers ! how myfterious are the, bonds 
which unite the immortal fpirit to its frail 
companion ! A few particles of matter cafv 

diflblve 
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diffolve them, whilft they bid defiance to 
the poifoned arrows of intelle&ual mifery ! 
Eglantine, beloved of my foul, I lofeyou! — 
You leave me— we? meet no more! — yet my 
hardened heart fupports this cruel blow- 
it will not break P' 

Eglantine hung around De Courcy in 
ariguifh too great for utterance, till observ- 
ing the anxiety that was painted in the 
countenance of the Monk,. the danger tt> 
which (he expofed him recurred to her me- 
mory, and tearing herfelf from the arms of 
De Courcy, (he flew towards the gate of the 
dungeon ; — the Monk followed, and threw 
k the cowl over her face, whilft De Courcy 
ftretched his fettered hands after hqr, and 
groaned his laft adieu ! The Monk rung a 
bell; the turnkey appeared. Eglantine 
turned to. take one parting look as the Monk 
forced her out of the dungeons — >(heheardthe 
groan of De Courcy ! After the jailer had 
locked the door, (he flood with her eyes 

fixed 
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fixed on it, as if in ftupid wonder. The 
jailer went on before, and called on them in 
a furly voice to proceed. Eglantine fuffered 
the Monk to lead her onwards. , They quit- 
ted the prifon, mounted their horfes, and 
returned to the Convent* where alighting* 
and giving the horfe* to the peafant, who 
believed Eglantine to be one of the fraternity 
of the Convent, they retraced on foot the 
way that led to the Caftle, 

The laft beams of the fetting moon now? 
threw a dubious interrupted light over the 
defert wildnefs of the pathlefs heath. The 
increafing tempeft fwept in complaining 
murmurs through the neighbouring fbreft, 
and howled loudly along the blasted moun- 
tains. But where the foul is abforbed in 
forrow, the bofom ftained with the gloom 
of defpondency, the moft alarming pheno~ 
mena of nature lofe their power to terrify* 

Eglantine,, fortified by the dreadful mag. 

nanimitjp 
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iianimity of defpair, would have beheld with 
indifference the earth trembling beneath her 
feet, or the ele&ric fires pouring in livid 
torrents round her head. She crofled the' 
Tuined burying-ground, entered the forefl: 
path, and climbed the deep afcent with a 
rapidity which left the Monk behind. She 
awaited his approach at the gate, and en- 
treating his bleffing and his prayers, "entered, 
and locked it after her. 

Now faintly lighted by the ftruggling 
dawn, (he flew through the courts ; (he 
-entered the Caftle, and inftinft, rather than 
reafon or* recolledtion, feemed to guide her 
to her chamber. 

A fpecies of aftoniftied wildnefs appeared 
now to have fucceeded to her more violent 
tranfports of affli&ion ; a deep fenfe of mis- 
fortune rankled at her heart, and heavy (ighs 
burft from her bofom, which yet retained 
but a wavering imperfed confeioufnefs of 

the 
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the evil which opprefied it with fuch terrible 
d- fpondency. She flung herfelf on her bed ; 
bit the dreadful vifions uhich haunted her 
tranfie-t flumbers allowed no fufpenfion of 
cniiery. 
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